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Deaths
Belongia, Barbara V., 93, Centralia 
Simms, George A., 74, Rochester
Hyatt, Merle R., 74, Centralia 
Battin-Sellers, Judy, 80, Tumwater 
Parvin, Seth Eugene, 29, 

Longview 
Martens, Patricia, 70, Rochester 
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Willis, Karen Lea, Mossyrock 
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DISTRICT COURT:  Laurel 
Khan Accused of Serving 
Liquor After License 
Was Revoked Due to    
COVID-19 Violations 
By Isabel Vander Stoep

isabel@chronline.com

Trial dates have been set for 
Mackinaw’s owner Laurel Khan, 
whose attorney will be making 
a case in Lewis County District 
Court generally denying claims 
that she continued to serve al-
cohol at the restaurant after her 
license had been revoked, unless 
a settlement agreement is made.

In a pre-trial hearing on 
Tuesday morning, Khan’s at-
torney, Caleb Jon F. Vandenbos, 
said the case may take up to 
three days, depending on how 
many witnesses the state calls. 

District Court Judge Wade 
Samuelson then set aside July 11, 
12 and 13 for the trial. 

After the Washington state 
Liquor and Cannabis Board 

 Lewis County Noxious 
Weed Control Staff Wage 
Seemingly Endless War on 
Brazilian Elodea, Knotweed
By Isabel Vander Stoep 

isabel@chronline.com

Editor’s Note: This story is part 
of "Headwaters to Harbor," a project 
by The Chronicle to document the 
Chehalis River from Pe Ell to Grays 
Harbor while highlighting people and 
issues connected to the river along 
the way. Our coverage is compiled at 
www.chronline.com/Chehalis-River.

Lewis County Noxious Weed 
Control staff think it started in Plum-
mer Lake in the 1990s, when some-
one carelessly emptied a fish tank.

From there, non-native, invasive 
Brazilian elodea entered the Che-
halis River system. Now, it’s found 
from Lewis County to Grays Harbor 
County.

Serving our communities since 1889 — www.chronline.com
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The River Giveth and Taketh 
Chronicle Reporter Isabel Vander Stoep Provides an 
Update on the Journey to Grays Harbor / Main 10

Centralia Tiger at the Top
Von Wasson Finishes Near Top of the Field After 
Leading State Golfers on Day One  / Sports 1

Chehalis Council 
Votes to Reimburse 

Some Landlords
Main 2

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Laurel Khan, owner of Mackinaw's 
Restaurant a appears in Lewis County 
District Court Tuesday morning.

Trial Set for 
Chehalis 
Business 
Owner 
After 
Clash With 
State Over 
Mandates

please see TRIAL, page Main 7

Headwaters to Harbor

Lewis County Battles Against 
Noxious Weeds on Chehalis River

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Danika Davis, weed specialist, and Charles Edmonson, Lewis County Noxious Weed program coordinator, smile for a photo next to Himalayan blackberry at Rain-
bow Falls State Park Sunday morning.

Knotweed is seen on a bank of the Chehalis River Monday in Chehalis near Northwest Florida Avenue. please see WEEDS, page Main 7
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By Daniel Warn

dan@chronline.com

The Chehalis City Council 
voted Monday to use Coronavi-
rus State and Local Fiscal Recov-
ery Funds (SLFRF) created by 
the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) to pay for the overdue 
utility balances of 21 Chehalis 
landlords who were left with 
utility bills that were unpaid by 
their tenants during Gov. Jay In-
slee's COVID-19 state of emer-
gency proclamations.

As of April 4, there were 21 
closed tenant accounts in Cheh-
alis with unpaid utility bills that 
landlords were left with. City 
policy states that landlords are 
responsible for whatever utility 
bills their tenants leave unpaid 
when moving out. In all, the 
council voted to pay off $21,158 
worth of unpaid bills.

Inslee issued numerous 
emergency orders at the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. They 
included a proclamation for 
ratepayer assistance and preser-
vation of essential services that 
prohibited the termination of 
most utilities due to non-pay-
ment in an attempt to aid those 
economically impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

When this ratepayer mora-
torium ended on Sept. 30, 2021, 
unpaid utility bills became sub-
ject to shut-offs and late pay-
ment fees in January.

To assist in the burden that un-

paid utility bills caused the city’s 
utility customers, Chehalis pro-
vides a payment plan option over 
18 months through June 2023 
for balances accrued during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For utility 
customers who are on the pay-
ment plan and make the planned 
payments, there are no shut-offs 
or late fees on the balances owed.

Yet some tenants in Che-
halis did not take advantage of 
the payment plan and left their 

landlords with the bill, leading 
to the council’s decision to pay 
the remaining, non-payment-
plan balances of the affected 
landlords with SLFRF funds, to-
taling $21,158.

“This policy has been prepared 
for your consideration in re-
sponse to comments made when 
the payment plan policy for util-
ity customers was put into place 
back in the second half of 2021,” 
City Manager Jill Anderson told 

the council when introducing the 
measure. “So at that time, the city 
council asked for a proposal — a 
plan — to be able to use ARPA 
monies to help landlords who 
had been left sort of holding the 
bag after the extended proclama-
tions preventing late fees on util-
ity bills, evictions, et cetera.”

Anderson said the policy re-
quires the affected landowners to 
complete an application and sign 
an affidavit saying they were im-

pacted negatively by COVID-19.
“(This is) consistent with the 

laws that we believe apply to 
a program of this type and to 
protect the city from any kind 
of audit finding related to the 
use of this money because, while 
the money was given out very 
generously, the reporting of this 
money is quite extensive and 
the follow-up(s) on federal audit 
requirements are quite intense,” 
Anderson said.

Mayor Tony Ketchum ex-
pressed a tired acceptance of the 
need to use the SLFRF funds to 
help out the landlords, especially 
given the federal assistance that 
was available to renters through-
out the pandemic.

“The federal government said 
people that are renting, people 
that have utilities, they can ap-
ply for this money — and I think 
it's a pretty simple process — but 
then the laws never said once 
you receive this money, you have 
to give it to the landlord. They 
got to keep it,” Ketchum said. 

“It’s sad to see that now even the 
landlords have to go through a 
silly three-page, four-page pro-
cess just to recoup money, which 
the federal government was 
giving them in the first place, 
which never made it to them. So 
it's a sad, sad state of affairs.”

The lowest balance among 
the 21 overdue accounts avail-
able for assistance is $24.27, the 
highest balance is $5,151.87 and 
the average balance is $1,055.18.

Chehalis City Council Votes to Pay Off Utility Bills for 
Landlords Left With Balances by Tenants During Pandemic 

Liz Hill /  Liz@chronline.com

The Chehalis City Council listens to a presentation at the May 22 meeting held at Chehalis City Hall.

MEETING:  If Ultimately 
Carried Out, Move 
Would Lead to a 
Reduction in Holes at 
Newaukum Valley Golf 
Course to Make Room 
for Housing 
By Daniel Warn

dan@chronline.com

The City of Chehalis is look-
ing at adding two land areas to 
its Urban Growth Area (UGA), 
one of which could lead to a re-
duction in holes at the Newau-
kum Valley Golf Course should 
development arise.

The city’s UGA is an area 
outside the boundaries of city 
limits that the city has desig-
nated as a location where future 
growth should occur for poten-
tial annexation into the city.

Chehalis Planning and 
Building Manager Tammy Bara-
coni appeared before the Cheha-
lis City Council Monday night 
to request that the city kick off 
the process of adding 247 acres 
and 109.8 acres, respectively, 
into the city’s UGA.

“What I’m asking tonight … 
is just a resolution showing our 
support so that we can demon-
strate to Lewis County that the 
council is aware of what’s hap-
pening and supports this mov-
ing through the process,” Bara-
coni told the councilors. “It does 
not commit you to a decision to-
day. Again, it is just a resolution 
saying you support this going 
through the process.”

The first land area up for a 
UGA expansion is eight parcels 
totaling 247 acres, requested for 
UGA consideration by owners 
Trevor Westland and Joe En-
body.

“This is the area commonly 
known as the Newaukum Val-
ley Golf Course area,” Baraconi 
said. “This is going to be east 
of I-5 and south of Newaukum 
Village. A portion of the prop-
erty is in a floodplain, and as per 
our state regulations, for us to 
bring it into our urban growth 
area, they do have to extinguish 
all development rights for the 
floodplain area.”

Five of the eight parcels are 
owned by the Newaukum Val-
ley Golf Course, and the other 
three parcels are also privately-
owned. Since the Newaukum 
Valley Golf Course encompasses 
the majority of the proposal area, 
if this proposal is approved, the 
golf course would be reduced 
from 27 holes to 18 holes to pro-
vide for some form of mixed-use 

commercial and residential de-
velopment, according to meet-
ing agenda documents.

Some of the residential devel-
opment areas could be rezoned 
to allow four housing units per 
acre for single-family residences 
or 12 units per acre for multi-
family homes, documents stated.

The second area proposed 
to be folded into the UGA is a 
single-parcel property of 109.8 
acres.

“That’s going to be on the 

west side of I-5, right adjacent to 
Napavine,” Baraconi said. “This 
particular piece of property ac-
tually has part of its lot already 
in the urban growth area, so this 
will just be an extension of what 
is already existing.”

This area could also be re-
zoned to accommodate four 
housing units per acre for single-
family residences or 12 units 
per acre for multi-family homes, 
documents stated.

“A large chunk of this land 
does have floodplain in it, but 

the applicant does know that in 
order for them to come into our 
urban growth area, they would 
have to extinguish all develop-
ment rights (in the floodplain), 
and they have agreed to do that,” 
Baraconi said.

Next steps in the UGA ex-
pansion request:

• The Lewis County Planned 
Growth Committee will hold a 
public meeting to consider and 
make a recommendation to the 
Lewis County Planning Com-

mission on June 1.
• The Lewis County Plan-

ning Commission will hold pub-
lic workshops reviewing these 
items. It will culminate in a pub-
lic hearing on July 26, in which 
the commission will make a 
recommendation to the Board 
of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) for updates to the Lewis 
County Comprehensive Plan. 

• The Washington state De-
partment of Commerce will 
have 60 days to review this re-
quest.

• After Commerce is done 
with its review, the BOCC will 
review these requests as part of 
their Comprehensive Plan up-
date and decide to accept, accept 
with conditions or deny the re-
quest to expand the UGA. 

It is anticipated that the 
BOCC will hold its public hear-
ing this fall.

• After the county has com-
pleted its update, it will come 
back to the Chehalis City Coun-
cil. The council will decide to ei-
ther accept or deny the request-
ed change to its comprehensive 
plan that will expand the UGA. 

Chehalis Embarks on Process to Increase Urban Growth Area

Liz Hill /  Liz@chronline.com

Chehalis Planning and Building Manager Tammy Baraconi speaks with Erin Hillier, Chehalis City attorney, at the May 22 Che-
halis City Council meeting.

The city of Chehalis embarked on the process of adding 247 acres, owned by Trevor Westland and Joe Enbody into the city's 
urban growth area during its Monday meeting. 

Chehalis City Manager Jill Anderson 
smiles at the Monday Chehalis City 
Council meeting. 

‘‘It does not commit 
you to a decision 

today. Again, it is just 
a resolution saying 

you support this going 
through the process.’’ 

Tammy Baraconi
city planning and building manager
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NaNcy GhereNaNcy Ghere
1937 ~ 2022

Nancy Marie Ghere, 85, of Nancy Marie Ghere, 85, of 
Chehalis, passed away May Chehalis, passed away May 
15, 2022. She was born May 15, 2022. She was born May 
1, 1937 to Robert R. and Mary 1, 1937 to Robert R. and Mary 
Alma Nix. Nancy had four Alma Nix. Nancy had four 
siblings, Barbara, Ruth, Robert siblings, Barbara, Ruth, Robert 
Jr. and John.Jr. and John.

Nancy graduated from Nancy graduated from 
Chehalis High School in 1955 Chehalis High School in 1955 
and went to the University and went to the University 
of Puget Sound in Tacoma, of Puget Sound in Tacoma, 
Washington. Nancy was active Washington. Nancy was active 
in many clubs, including in many clubs, including 
serving as vice president of serving as vice president of 
the Future Homemakers of the Future Homemakers of 
America her senior year of America her senior year of 
high school. In May of 1957, high school. In May of 1957, 
she was a candidate for Lewis she was a candidate for Lewis 
County Dairy Queen.County Dairy Queen.

On Nov. 1, 1957, she On Nov. 1, 1957, she 
married David P. Ghere in married David P. Ghere in 
Chehalis, Washington and was Chehalis, Washington and was 
married until 1981. Together, married until 1981. Together, 
they had three children, David they had three children, David 
Jeffery Ghere, Brian Douglas Jeffery Ghere, Brian Douglas 
Ghere and James Alan Ghere.Ghere and James Alan Ghere.

Nancy owned and operated Nancy owned and operated 
a States-Item Newspaper a States-Item Newspaper 
Distribution Company for Distribution Company for 
several years while the family several years while the family 
lived in New Orleans in the lived in New Orleans in the 
mid 1970s. Nancy was also the mid 1970s. Nancy was also the 
president of the homeowners president of the homeowners 
association in the community association in the community 
the Ghere family resided in the Ghere family resided in 
while in New Orleans. while in New Orleans. 

In 1983, she married Keith In 1983, she married Keith 
Fair, welcoming two step-Fair, welcoming two step-

children, Liesel Fair Loesch children, Liesel Fair Loesch 
and Erich Fair.and Erich Fair.

Nancy was a successful real Nancy was a successful real 
estate broker in the Bay Area estate broker in the Bay Area 
of California for many years. of California for many years. 
Later in life, she moved back Later in life, she moved back 
home to Washington state home to Washington state 
and invested in real estate in and invested in real estate in 
Centralia and Chehalis. She Centralia and Chehalis. She 
was an active member of the was an active member of the 
Lewis County Rental Owners Lewis County Rental Owners 
Association.Association.

Nancy was preceded in Nancy was preceded in 
death by her sisters Ruth Nix death by her sisters Ruth Nix 
and Barbara Nix; brother and Barbara Nix; brother 
John Nix; husband Keith John Nix; husband Keith 
Fair; mother Alma Nix; father Fair; mother Alma Nix; father 
Robert Nix; and son David J. Robert Nix; and son David J. 
Ghere.Ghere.

She is survived by her ex-She is survived by her ex-
husband David P. Ghere; her husband David P. Ghere; her 
brother Robert R. Nix Jr.; brother Robert R. Nix Jr.; 
sons Brian and James Ghere; sons Brian and James Ghere; 
two step-children Liesel Fair two step-children Liesel Fair 
Loesch and Erich Fair; 13 Loesch and Erich Fair; 13 
grandchildren; and many grandchildren; and many 
loving nieces, nephews and loving nieces, nephews and 
cousins.cousins.

The family would like to The family would like to 
thank the staff at Stillwaters thank the staff at Stillwaters 
Colonial Residence in Colonial Residence in 
Centralia for taking such Centralia for taking such 
wonderful care of her and wonderful care of her and 
also thank the many cousins, also thank the many cousins, 
nieces, nephews and friends nieces, nephews and friends 
who often visited, called and who often visited, called and 
supported her in her last years. supported her in her last years. 
Brian Ghere would like to Brian Ghere would like to 
say a special thank you to his say a special thank you to his 
brother, James, for moving brother, James, for moving 
back to Centralia, Washington, back to Centralia, Washington, 
to help care for our mother the to help care for our mother the 
last several years.last several years.

There will be a celebration There will be a celebration 
of life announced at a later of life announced at a later 
date.date.

Arrangements are under the Arrangements are under the 
care and direction of Sticklin care and direction of Sticklin 
Funeral Chapel.Funeral Chapel.

In Loving Memory Of

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

Sticklin Funeral Chapel

Condolences may be offered at
www.sticklinsfuneralchapel.com

1437 South Gold
Centralia, WA 98531

(360) 736-1388

By The Chronicle staff
Experience Chehalis has 

plans to sponsor another new 
mural in Chehalis, this time at 
Palmer Lumber.

The organization is seeking 
creative, vibrant and engaging 
design proposals for an outdoor 
mural on Palmer Lumber’s ware-
house located at the corner of 
Prindle Street and State Avenue. 

“Through public art, we aim 
to not only beautify our commu-
nity but to create the opportunity 
to experience art in daily life,” 
stated an Experience Chehalis 
news release.

The mural is planned to be 
installed on the Prindle Street-
facing wall of the Palmer Lum-
ber structure located at 370 NW 
State Ave., with mural dimen-
sions being about 148 ft. wide by 
25 tall.

Artists are welcome to submit 
a proposal on their own or as a 
group. 

The partnership between Ex-
perience Chehalis and Palmer 
Lumber requests that folks come 
up with mural designs that in-
corporate a likeness of a historic 

image of Palmer Lumber’s opera-
tions. 

“In all cases, the mural must 
be congruent and appropriate 
with the logging industry in our 
area,” the release stated. “The 
design should include color and 
be representative of our Chehalis 

community and rich logging tra-
dition.”

Compensation will be pro-
vided.

The muralist will be respon-
sible for all costs associated 
with the creation of the artwork 
including all materials except 

paint and primer, which will be 
provided by Market Street Ace 
Hardware.

Whoever is selected for the 
mural will have about four to six 
weeks after being chosen to com-
plete the work.

To be considered for the 

project, submit the following to 
info@experiencechehalis.com by 
June 22:

• Basic information: Provide 
a name, mailing address, phone 
number and email.

• Artist profile: Submit a short 
bio outlining your experience as 
an artist.

• Detailed drawing of the in-
tended mural design.

• Artist skills and qualifica-
tions: Identify a specific skill set 
and qualifications that will be 
utilized to create the mural.

• Artist reference and expe-
rience: Submit a minimum of 
three, but no more than five, ex-
amples of your prior artwork in 
PDF or JPEG format. Those with 
previous experience with murals 
should submit examples of them; 
otherwise, submit examples of 
typical artwork.

The artist or group of artists 
will be announced by July 8.

Email questions regarding 
this project to Experience Che-
halis Design Chair Emily von 
Flotow at organdy.salvage@
gmail.com or to Executive Direc-
tor Annalee Tobey at info@expe-
riencechehalis.com.

Experience Chehalis to Sponsor New Mural at Palmer Lumber 

The partnership between Experience Chehalis and Palmer Lumber requests that folks come up with mural designs that 
incorporate a likeness of this historic image of Palmer Lumber’s operations. 

News in Brief

Coroner’s Office 
Identifies Victim of Fatal 
Workplace Accident 
By The Chronicle staff 

The Lewis County Coroner’s 
Office has identified the victim 
of a fatal workplace accident that 
occurred in Centralia May 16. 

The victim was identified 
Wednesday as Seth E. Parvin, 29, 
of Longview. 

“The cause of death is blunt 
force trauma and the manner of 
death is accidental,” the coro-
ner’s office wrote. 

Additional details were not 
provided. 

This story will be updated at 
chronline.com and in an upcom-
ing edition of The Chronicle if 
additional information becomes 
available.  

Lewis County 
Commissioners Seek 
Community Input 
Regarding 20 Year Plan
By The Chronicle staff

The Lewis County Board 
of Commissioners (BOCC) an-
nounced on Tuesday it is launch-
ing a survey for the purpose of 
seeking community input on de-
veloping a 20-year vision for the 
county. 

Respondents are asked to 
share ideas for Lewis County’s 
next 20 years. The results of the 
three- to five-minute survey will 
be reviewed after it closes in a 
month to develop long-term 
plans for the party. 

“Your input will help us set 
our compass course for the next 
20 years … We can then make 
adjustments to our proverbial 
ship’s rudder to reach our coun-
ty’s shared vision of our future,” 
BOCC Chair Lindsey Pollock 
said in a news release.

According to the announce-
ment, a majority of the ques-
tions allow for written answers 
in order to provide respondents 
the opportunity to offer their in-
dividual views. 

The survey will remain open 
until June 23. 

Anyone who would like to 
share their views can go to lew-
iscountywa.gov and click the 
link on the website’s banner. 
The survey is available in both 
English and Spanish.

Centralia College TRIO 
to Receive $297,601 as 
Sen. Murray Announces 
$8M for Washington 
Colleges, Universities 
By The Chronicle staff

On Tuesday, U.S. Sen. Patty 
Murray, D-Washington, an-
nounced in a statement she 
had secured over $8 million in 
grants for Washington state col-
leges and universities. 

Among the institutions that 
will be receiving funds is Cen-
tralia College, which will be re-

ceiving $297,601. 
The University of Washing-

ton, Washington State University 
and The Evergreen State College 
will also receive funding, along 
with dozens of other institutions. 

The grants are part of the 
U.S. Department of Education’s 
Upward Bound Program, which 
provides support to low-income 
and first generation high school 
students as they transition into 
college-level education. Upward 
Bound is part of the federal TRIO 
programs, described in Murray’s 
statement as “federal outreach 
and student services programs 
designed to identify and provide 
services for students from disad-
vantaged backgrounds.”

“The past two years have been 
incredibly tough on students, 
and the reality is that these 
challenges have been particu-
larly hard on students with low 
incomes and first-generation 
students,” Murray said. “If we 
want a higher education sys-
tem that helps all students suc-
ceed, it’s critical that we invest 
in programs that ensure every-
one — no matter their income 
or their circumstances — gets 
the support they need to enter 
and complete college … I fought 
hard to secure these resources in 
the latest funding bill. Because I 
know first-hand the difference 
it makes when students get the 
support they need to pursue a 
higher education, and I’ll contin-
ue fighting to put that opportu-
nity within reach for every single 
student across our state.”

The senator’s statement high-
lighted the decline in college en-
rollment, especially among low 
income students and students of 
color, in spite of most job growth 

being concentrated in occupa-
tions requiring increased levels 
of education and training. 

In her statement, Murray em-
phasized her own experience as 
an educator and previous efforts 
to increase college affordability, 
including playing what Murray 
called an “instrumental” role 
in achieving higher funding for 
college financial assistance pro-
grams. 

Lewis County 
Commissioners Accept 
$100,000 Grant for AV 
Equipment in Lewis 
County Superior Court
By The Chronicle staff

The Lewis County Board of 
Commissioners (BOCC) voted 
to pass a resolution accepting a 
$100,000 grant from the Wash-
ington Administrative Office of 
the Courts to make needed up-
grades to Lewis County Superior 
Court.

Lewis County Superior Court 
has found itself in need of a new 
or enhanced audio and visual re-
cording system.

With COVID-19 restrictions 
causing most of the superior 
court’s court reporters to work 
remotely or independently, Lew-
is County Superior Court hasn’t 
been able to hire anyone for two 
open court reporter positions. 
Nor has it had any applicants.

As such, the BOCC believes 
that enhanced audio and visual 
recording systems will aid in 
courtroom coverage.

In early April, Gov. Jay In-
slee signed a 2022 supplemental 

operating budget to the Office of 
the Courts, which provided state 
funding to pay for trial court 
costs made to address impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lewis County Superior Court 
requested funding from the Of-
fice of the Courts in the amount of 
$100,000 for the audio and visual 
equipment for use in adding to 
the Lewis County Superior Court 
courtrooms’ reporting capacity.

Specifically, the new system 
aims to “enhance the remote 
court experience and provide 
greater safety and accessibility 
to individuals accessing justice 
during the pandemic,” the reso-
lution states. 

“The enhanced audio/visual 
recording system will assist in 
the recording of court proceed-
ings in all courtrooms when 
court reporters are not available.”

Chick-fil-A Eploring 
New Location
By The Olympian 

Chick-fil-A, a fast-food restau-
rant chain known for its chicken 
sandwiches, is exploring a new lo-
cation in west Olympia, according 
to city of Olympia information.

The business proposes to 
build a nearly 5,000-square-foot 
restaurant with a double drive-th-
ru at 2930 Capital Mall Drive SW.

The city information also 
shows that the existing structure 
on the site — Fujiyama Japanese 
Steakhouse — would be demol-
ished. It was not immediately clear 
if Fujiyama would close or move.

If the project moves forward, 
it would become the second 
Chick-fil-A in Thurston County 
and first in Olympia. 
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By The Chronicle staff 
SpringFest continued Tues-

day on the Centralia College 
campus. 

Students and staff are treated 
to a petting zoo, caricature draw-
ings, a photo booth, inflatables,  
food trucks and more. 

SpringFest continues 
through Thursday in the college 
plaza. A student ID is required, 
according to the college. 

Photos by Liz Hill /  liz@chronline.com

Little Ella reaches her hand out to touch the soft white rabbit below at the Centralia College SpringFest Tuesday afternoon.

In Focus: SpringFest Brings Animals, 
Inflatables and More to Centralia College

A wallaby reacts sweetly as a young boy gives some pets at the petting zoo at the Centralia College SpringFest Tuesday 
afternoon.

A student attempts to catch the collapsing Jenga tower at the Centralia College SpringFest Tuesday afternoon.

A line forms at the Los Costeños Catering food truck at the Centralia College 
SpringFest Tuesday afternoon.

Caricatures are drawn at the Centralia College SpringFest Tuesday afternoon.

A goat looks into the camera as it chews on some hay at the petting zoo at the 
Centralia College SpringFest Tuesday afternoon.

NEWELL-HOERLING’S
MORTUARY

205 W. Pine St. Centralia, WA 98531 • (360) 736-3317

GREAT PEOPLE • GREAT PRICES • GREAT SERVICE

Jack LochbaumJack Lochbaum
In Loving Memory Of

Jacob A. “Jack” Lochbaum 
passed away peacefully on 
April 16, 2022, surrounded by 
his loving family. During the 
past year, Jack never lost faith 
in God’s ability to heal him 
with “just a touch.” That touch 
came just in time to spend 
Easter with his Lord — a win-
win. 

Things we remember about 
this man: known to many as 
teacher, friend, acquaintance, 
our family remembers as son, 
husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, brother and 
uncle. 

Jack grew up on a farm 
near the Canadian border. By 
the age of 6, he was driving 
the tractor, helping his dad 
put hay in the mow. His farm 
upbringing taught him to work 
with his hands, help whenever 
needed, mind his own business 
and lead a quiet life. This is the 
way he lived his 78 years here 
on earth. Our Centralia home 
reflects Jack and his early 
learning. He loved gardening, 
mowing his “golf green” 
lawn, growing tomatoes, 
harvesting and canning food 
for our family. He enjoyed the 
outdoors, camping, fishing, 
kite flying, hiking, traveling 
and wintering in Arizona. 

Family was his joy! Being 
a sports enthusiast himself, 
Jack took on a love for each 
daughter's interests — Andrea, 
horses and theater, and Amy, 
gymnastics and school sports. 
If they were participating, 
he was there. Later, when 
grandkids and great-grandkids 
came along, he segued into 
that role with enthusiasm and 
pride. He loved his nieces and 
nephews and found fun in 
their antics with each other. 

At large family gatherings, 
Jack found pleasure in 
listening to what others 

had to share. He not only 
touched the lives of family, 
but will be remembered by the 
many students he taught in his 
33 years as a middle school 
science teacher. To many, 
he became known as “Mr. 
Positive.” 

Jack is survived by his 
wife of 56 years, Jeanie; 
daughter, Andrea Lochbaum-
Lovell (Teresa); grandson, 
Jacob Lochbaum (Taylor); 
granddaughter, Amy Jo Kiser; 
great-grandchildren, Gracie 
Mae and Alexander Kiser; 
daughter, Amy Browning 
(Alan); grandson, Jackson 
Browning; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, Jacob and Natalie 
Lochbaum; sister, Nancy 
Mason; and sister, Valerie 
Haddock. 

Jack was a kind man 
who loved and was loved by 
many. His presence remains 
in our hearts. God’s timing is 
perfect...never too soon and 
never too late. 

There will be a celebration 
of life at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 11, 2022, at Oakview 
Grange, 2715 N. Pearl St., 
Centralia.

Gifts in his memory are of 
your choosing. 

Please share memories at 
www.FuneralAlternatives.
org.

To view the obituary, pleaseTo view the obituary, please
go to chronline.com/obituaries.go to chronline.com/obituaries.
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Death Notices
• BARBARA V. BELONGIA, 93, Cen-

tralia, died May 16 at Providence 
Centralia Hospital. Arrangements 
are under the care of Cattermole 
Funeral Home.

• GEORGE A. SIMMS, 74, Rochester, 
died May 20 at Capital Medical 
Center in Olympia. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Cat-
termole Funeral Home.

• MERLE R. HYATT, 74, Centralia, 
died May 22 at Providence Cen-
tralia Hospital. Arrangements are 
under the care of Cattermole Fu-
neral Home.

• JUDY BATTIN-SELLERS, 80, Tum-
water, died May 22 at Providence 
St. Peter Hospital in Olympia. Ar-
rangements are under the care of 
Cattermole Funeral Home.

• SETH EUGENE PARVIN, 29, 
Longview, died May 16. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Stick-
lin Funeral Chapel.

• PATRICIA MARTENS, 70, Rochester, 
died May 19 at home. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Fu-
neral Alternatives of Washington. 

• LOUIE THORMAHLEN, 101, Che-
halis, died May 21 at his residence. 
Arrangements are under the 
care of Funeral Alternatives of 
Washington. 

• KAREN LEA WILLIS, Mossyrock, 
died May 23 at her residence. 
Arrangements are under the 
care of Funeral Alternatives of 
Washington. 

News in Brief
Lewis County Sees 
Week Over Week Drop 
in COVID-19 Cases            
After Spike 
By The Chronicle staff

According to Lewis County 
Public Health & Social Services, 
86 new cases of COVID-19 were 
reported between May 13 and 
May 18, along with five new hos-
pitalizations and one death. 

Those are decreases from the 
previous week, according to the 
county.

There were 108 cases the week 
of May 6 to May 12, marking the 
first time in weeks the number of 
cases had reached triple digits. 

There are four active out-
breaks in congregate care set-
tings, the same as last week, ac-
cording to the county. 

In Lewis County, 56.9% of 
residents have initiated vacci-
nation and 51.6% are consid-
ered fully vaccinated. Statewide, 
79.4% of residents have initiated 
vaccination. 

There were 159 people test-
ed for COVID-19 at the Lewis 
County Mall Discovery Health 
Test Site. There have been 9,393 
tests administered at the site 
since it opened Nov. 26, 2021. 

Lewis County’s 14-day rate of 
241.7 new COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 in population was well 
below the state rate of 494.6. 

Lewis County’s seven-day 
hospitalization rate is slightly 
below the state’s, according to 
Lewis County Public Health & 
Social Services.

Thurston County 
Reports 807 New 
COVID-19 Cases
By The Chronicle staff

New cases of COVID-19 in 
Thurston County increased in 
the health department’s latest 
report as 807 cases were tallied 
during the period of May 16 
through May 22.

The prior week there were 631 
COVID-19 cases reported be-
tween May 9 and May 15.

Out of the 48,616 total county 
cases reported by May 23, pa-
tients who have recovered or are 
recovering increased to 47,647, 
according to the county health 

department.
As of May 23, the county 

health department reported a to-
tal of 2,334 COVID-related hos-
pitalizations in Thurston County 
since the start of the pandemic.

Health care workers have 
vaccinated 66% of the popula-
tion countywide since the begin-
ning of the pandemic, according 
to DOH.

In neighboring Pierce County, 
deaths landed at 0.4 per 100,000 
population, and new cases were 
down, at 232.8 per 100,000 pop-
ulation as of May 24, according 
to the Tacoma-Pierce County 
Health Department. The total 
number of cases in the county 
reached 201,980 as of May 24 
with 1,424 deaths, according to 
DOH.

In Washington state, as of 
May 24, there were 1,559,662 
total confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19, a total of 61,944 people 
have been hospitalized because 
of the illness, and 12,872 people 
have died, according to DOH.

Centralia to Install Over 
2,600 Feet of New Sewer 
Lines for About $1.26 
Million
By The Chronicle staff

The Centralia City Council 
voted during its Tuesday meet-
ing to award the bid for the re-
placement of 2,637 linear feet of 
sanitary sewer lines in the Alex-
ander/Aurora and March/Elm 
areas to Rognlin’s Inc. for about 
$1.26 million.

The project will see the new 
line connected to 52 city sewer 
customers, the replacement of 10 
sanitary manholes and an exten-
sion of sewer mains in the affect-
ed areas, according to meeting 
agenda documents.

The $1.27 million Rognlin’s 
Inc. bid came in at the lowest 
among four total bids.

Landis & Landis Construc-
tion put in a bid of about $1.27 
million, Northwest Cascade’s 
bid came in at about $1.3 million 
and Budget Sewer bid about $1.6 
million.

The city engineer estimated 
the project would cost between 
$870,000 and $1.3 million.

Centralia City Council had 
already budgeted $600,000 for 

a project like this in the 2022 
wastewater department bud-
get, but a budget amendment of 
$660,649.02 will be needed to 
carry out the work at the con-
tracted price.

Washington Zoos 
Remove Birds From 
Public Exhibits to 
Reduce Risk of Avian Flu
By The Seattle Times

With cases of bird flu con-
firmed in Washington state, sev-
eral Washington zoos are taking 
precautions to reduce risk to 
certain birds by removing them 
from public exhibits.

The latest outbreak of avian 
flu hit North America in De-
cember and has led to the cull-
ing of about 37 million chickens 
and turkeys in U.S. farms since 
February. More than 35 million 
birds in flocks across 30 states 
have been affected.

The first case in Washing-
ton was detected in an backyard 
poultry flock in Pacific County 
on May 6. Since then, the highly 
pathogenic disease has been de-
tected in nine backyard flocks in 
seven counties, according to the 
Washington State Department of 
Agriculture.

Most recently, it was con-
firmed in a flock in Thurston 
County on May 17. WSDA has 
recommended that live market 
poultry sales pause for 30 days 
until the end of June.

According to the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the risk avian flu 
spreading from birds to people 
is low and most often occurs af-
ter people contact infected birds 
while not wearing protective 
equipment.

However it is often fatal 
among birds, and is primar-
ily spread through wild migra-
tory birds and their feces, leading 
some local zoos to move birds to 
covered off-exhibit areas where 
the public is not available to view 
them.

“Our veterinarians and keep-
ers will continue to assess this 
rapidly evolving situation,” Alan 
Varsik, director of the Point De-
fiance Zoo and Aquarium and 
Northwest Trek Wildlife Park 
said in a news release. “They are 

closely monitoring all birds in 
our care for any signs of sickness.”

At Northwest Trek Wildlife 
Park in Eatonville, staff moved all 
birds, including four bald eagles, 
a golden eagle, snowy and barn 
owls and a trumpeter swans to 
covered areas.

At the Point Defiance Zoo in 
Tacoma, the “most highly suscep-
tible birds” including a peacock, 
penguins, puffins and murres 
were moved to off-exhibit areas.

The Woodland Park Zoo in 
Seattle has also moved “highly 
susceptible avian species” to in-
door or protected housing. That 
includes peacocks, penguins, fla-
mingos, cranes and waterfowl 
like ducks, geese and swans. In 
some instances, tarps and tempo-
rary roofing has been installed at 
enclosures.

The Tropical Rain Forest 
building, which recently re-
opened after a two year closure, 
will be closed again since it has a 
walk-through aviary. Programs at 
the Wildlife Theater will also no 
longer include free flying birds.
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CENTRALIA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Accident

• A minor two-vehicle ac-
cident was reported in the 1200 
block of South Gold Street at 
9:40 a.m. on May 23. No arrests 
were made

• A minor two-vehicle colli-
sion was reported at Harrison 
Avenue and East High Street 
shortly before 12:20 p.m. on May 
24. 

Theft
• An unidentified man stole 

several items from a business in 
the 1100 block of Harrison Av-
enue just after 10:20 p.m. on May 
23. The man fled on foot once he 
was confronted by store employ-
ees. No arrests were made. 

• A 31-year-old man was cited 
for shoplifting in the 1300 block 
of Lum Road shortly after 12:35 
p.m. on May 24. He was arrested 
and released. 

• A 31-year-old man from 
Centralia was identified and 
cited for stealing doughnuts in 
the 500 block of South Tower 
Avenue. He was arrested and re-
leased. 

Criminal Trespass
• Several people were tres-

passed from a former bank prop-
erty in the 100 block of South 
Pearl street after an officer found 
them setting up a site to sleep 
on the property just after 2:05 

a.m. on May 24. No arrests were 
made. 

• A 36-year-old person from 
Centralia was cited and released 
for criminal trespass in the 
second-degree after refusing 
to leave a property he was tres-
passed from in the 300 block of 
North Gold Street shortly after 3 
p.m. on May 24. 

Malicious Mischief
• A person reported an un-

known suspect dumped rotten 
milk on their car in the 2800 
block of Russell Road at 8:20 a.m. 
on May 24. 

Burglary
• A 54-year-old man from 

Centralia was arrested and 
booked for assaulting his sis-
ter during a dispute in the 1100 
block of Marion Street. Since the 
man had a standing project order 
barring him from the residence, 
he was arrested for burglary and 
other charges.

Vehicle Prowl
• An unknown suspect broke 

a window and stole a vehicle’s 
registration in the 1100 block of 
Scammon Creek Road short af-
ter 12:25 p.m. on May 24. 

CHEHALIS POLICE DEPARTMENT
Assault

• A person reported he had 

been raped in the 500 block of 
Southeast Washington Avenue 
just before 10 a.m. on May 20. 

Criminal Trespass
• Employees at a business 

in the 1200 block of Northwest 
Louisiana Avenue asked officers 
to trespass a woman from the 
property after she tried to set up 
camp in the parking lot just be-
fore 11:30 a.m. on May 20.

• A woman who previously 
broke into a house in the 200 
block of North Market Boule-
vard was reported trespassing at 
the property again shortly after 
2:40 p.m. on May 20. 

Vehicle Prowl
• A person broke a window 

to a vehicle and reportedly stole 
a purse in the 1500 block of Rice 
Road shortly after 9:35 p.m. on 
May 20. No arrests were made.

Juvenile Problem
• A group of six teenagers 

were reportedly being aggres-
sive and obnoxious at a park in 
the 200 block of Southwest 13th 
Street just before 8:45 p.m. on 
May 21. The reporting party stat-
ed the teens were spraying kids 
and toys with Pepsi. No arrests 
were made

Theft
• A catalytic converter was 

reported stolen in the 300 block 

of Northwest Chehalis Avenue 
shortly before 11:25 a.m. on May 
21. No arrests were made.

• A woman reportedly stole 
a bottle of alcohol from the 500 
block of South Market Boule-
vard shortly before 3:50 p.m. on 
May 23. The suspect was arrest-
ed and released. 

Vehicle Theft
• A pickup was reported sto-

len from the 800 block of West 
Main Street shortly after 11:40 
a.m. on May 21. No arrests were 
made. 

Accident
• A two-vehicle, non-injury, 

non-blocking accident was re-
ported at Northwest State Av-
enue and Northwest Geary Street 
shortly before 3:50 p.m. on May 
22 after the reporting party 
swerved to avoid hitting a cat. 
No arrests were made

• A two-vehicle accident was 
reported in the 100 block of 
South Market Boulevard at 10:25 
a.m. on May 23. 

• A two-vehicle accident was 
reported at West Main Street 
and Northwest Cascade Avenue 
shortly after 5:30 p.m. on May 23. 

Counterfeit
• Counterfeit money was 

reported in the 1600 block of 
Northwest Louisiana Avenue just 
before 5:55 p.m. on May 23. 

Sirens



Hardly any morning goes by 
without yet another act of vio-
lence or tragedy in this country. 
That, or another act that makes 
no sense perpetrated by our own 
government.

Some of these are on the 
ludicrous side, 
like telling 
us there is no 
problem at our 
southern bor-
der while those 
on the ground 
charged with 
protecting it 
would beg to 
differ. Crimi-
nals are cross-
ing from all 
over the world into our country, 
or just turning themselves in 
and being transported some-
where into America. During 
the pandemic, this continued 
despite some draconian restric-
tions placed on us here.

Meanwhile, we spend a lot of 
money defending Ukraine’s right 
to defend its border and recently 
our President Joe Biden while in 
Japan answered “yes” when asked 
if we’d use our military to defend 
Taiwan’s border from China.  But 
we still won’t secure our own.

Inflation and crazy high gas 

prices are blamed on the Ukraine-
Russia conflict when it is obvious 
to most of us that’s not true. In 
fact, while he was in Japan, our 
president also said this: “Here’s 
the situation. When it comes to 
the gas prices, we’re going through 
an incredible transition that is 
taking place that, God willing, 
when it’s over we’ll be stronger 
and the world will be stronger and 
less reliant on fossil fuels.” 

We’re warned we’re going to 
have brownouts all summer now. 
So how will we be stronger?

In other words, this price 
increase is really part of his (or 
whoever is calling the shots) 
plan.  Samantha Powers, another 
Biden cabinet member, used the 
words (and it’s not a new phrase) 

“Never let a crisis go to waste” 
when referring to fertilizer 
shortages — which will affect 
our food supply and make food 
more expensive.

There are plenty of other 
examples of lies we’re being told 
right to our face, but sadly,  wo-
keness shouts down any dissent. 
While reading, I came upon a 
column written by Brien Farley, 
which made it all make some 

scary sense to me. He described 
how the theater creates the illu-
sion of make-believe to make the 
experience more enjoyable to the 
audience, like in stabbing scenes 
and the like. Clearly no one is 
stabbed — but the audience is 
transformed by pretending and 
willingly going along with it.

I think that’s what’s happen-
ing here and now, only some of us 
don’t want to go along with the 
pretending with so much at stake.

In his column, he quotes 
physician and psychiatrist Theo-
dore Dalrymple, who I think 
sums up what we are seeing 
from our own government and 
the big media who repeat what 
they say, true or not.

He wrote, “In my study of 
communist societies, I came to 
the conclusion that the purpose 
of communist propaganda was 
not to persuade or convince, not 
to inform, but to humiliate; and 
therefore, the less it corresponded 
to reality the better. When people 
are forced to remain silent when 
they are being told the obvious 
lies, or worse, forced to repeat the 
lies themselves, they lose once 
and for all their sense of probity.”

He closed with, “a society 
of emasculated liars is easy to 
control”

Think of how any dissent in 
the treatment of COVID-19 was 
reacted to, including berating 
any qualified person outside 
(or in some cases inside) the 
purview of Dr. Anthony Fauci. 
They were trashed for daring to 
disagree. Think about the com-
ment Dr. Rachel Levine, who 
was born a male but identifies as 
female, made about trans kids 
needing affirming treatment 
and everyone in the medical 
field agreed. But not everyone 
in the medical field agrees, 
but they can’t say that except 
anonymously under threat of 
their license, loss of practice and 
trashed reputation.

We’ve watched riots, looting, 
arson over the past two years or 
so and been told as fire burns in 
the background, these are “most-
ly peaceful” demonstrations. Po-
lice are being defunded and we’re 
told we’d be safer, and aren’t. 
Violent criminals with long rap 
sheets are released over and over 
without bail. Again, we’re told 
we’ll be safer and aren’t.

Instead it is all lies. The cha-
os just makes too many people 
willing to give away freedom or 

fear speaking against what they 
are actually seeing happen right 
in front of us. Anger is being 
spread, and fueled often by our 

“leaders” at the highest level. It 
looks to me to be on purpose.

We’ve had a couple more very 
tragic mass shootings — sense-
less shootings — in the last 
couple weeks and our president 
came out almost immediately 
and said he knows what needs to 
be done to stop these. 

If that’s true, I’d sure like to 
know what that could be. He’s 
had 40 years in some govern-
ment office or another to tell us 
what that might be. But he hasn’t. 

But I’m certain about this: 
legalizing drugs, minimizing 
crime, defunding the police, 
vilifying the police, not enforc-
ing gun laws to the fullest extent 
right now while electing pros-
ecutors who don’t want to put 
these people in jail with every 
enhancement at their disposal 
hasn’t helped.

But that’s the crap we’ve been 
told was the answer. 

•••
John McCroskey was Lewis 

County sheriff from 1995 to 2005. 
He lives outside Chehalis and can be 
contacted at musingsonthemiddle-
fork@gmail.com.

Some Leaders Say ‘Don’t Believe What You See’

Letters to the Editor

I got scammed a week or so 
ago. And it was all because of my 
vanity. 

I’d received an email from 
someone with a feminine name 
and I had assumed she was a sen-
sible reader. 

The message was brief, say-
ing something along the lines of, 

“What you wrote five years ago is 
still effective today.” 

Those weren’t the actual 
words, but I 
responded by 
emailing “her” 
back, thank-
ing “her” and 
asking “her” 
to remind me 
exactly what I 
had written?  

Then — as 
I started open-
ing the rest of that morning’s 
emails — I discovered the exact 
same message to me, but from 
a different source. That’s when I 
knew the messages were a scam 
to get me to respond, after which 
they could claim that I had just 
ordered something and that they 
expected a payment for the order. 

It wasn’t long before I received 
a bill for $349.99 for — appar-
ently — some sort of service by a 
company called “GeekSquad Pre-
mium Security.”  

The notice informed me that 
the charge would appear on my 
bank account “in the next 24 
hours.”

Fortunately, I’ve signed up 
for an annual tech service with a 
gentleman who knows infinitely 
more about such things than I do. 
He confirmed that it was, indeed, 
an attempt to squeeze money 
from someone who is likely to be 
a tottering old fool. He told me to 
ignore it. 

But, in the back of my mind, 
now I can’t stop wondering how 
the fraudulent “GeekSquad” knew 
that I was a writer of such things 
as were mentioned in the original 
email? 

If there are any further at-
tempts on my bank account, I’ll 
certainly let you know.

Meanwhile, life goes on. 
I’m just as “irritated” at our 

spring weather as you are. The 
weather made me late in planting 

my gladiola bulbs and I could feel 
that many of them didn’t survive 
the extended storage in my laun-
dry shed over the winter. 

Acting like an optimist to 
the very end, I put them into 
the ground anyway. My annual 
double row of peas looks as if it 
will be the best ever and should 
fill several small packages in the 
freezer. My one rhubarb plant 
outdid itself and has already pro-
vided the makings for the first pie 
of 2022, a couple of samples of 
which have been set aside in the 
freezer and I can expect to be able 
to follow that with another before 
it’s put to sleep for the winter. 

A disappointment so far is that 
only three of the 18 starter cups 
in which I planted acorn squash 
seeds in March have shown any 
signs of life, but they do take a 
long time to germinate.

There are times when writers 
of treatises such as this find them-
selves at the end of their thoughts 
on a particular subject but with 
too much blank space left over.

This is solved by a process 
known to us as “padding.” 

As an example, I came across 
an article that intrigued me. I had 
taken it from an old edition of the 
Olympia newspaper. I had com-
pleted the column I intended to use, 
but on Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, I started feeling punk. 

My temperature was trying to 
settle at around 100 degrees. Sun-
day morning was no better. My 
son Matthew visited me at about 
noon on Sunday as he usually 
does, but I didn’t feel any bet-
ter. The unanimous decision was 
to go to the hospital emergency 
room and see if they could find 
anything wrong. 

To make it short, it didn’t take 
too much time before I was told 
that I was a victim of COVID-19.

Wait a minute! I had received 
both shots for it and also a follow-
up. I couldn’t have it.  I was wrong. 
I’ll close this down for today but 
you can bet I’ll have more on the 
subject next week.

•••
Bill Moeller is a former entertainer, 

mayor, bookstore owner, city council 
member, paratrooper and pilot living 
in Centralia. He can be reached at 
bookmaven321@comcast.net.

By Bill Moeller

Scammers Had My Number
COMMENTARY:  I Was Just Thinking ...

Columnists, Our Views, 
Letters to the EditorOpinion

Editorial Mission Statement
n We will strive to be the voice of reason for the 
peaceful settlement of conflict and contention 
on key local issues. We will work to be fair at all 
times and to provide a balance of opinions. We 
will make our opinion pages available for public 
discussion of vital issues and events affecting 
the quality of life in Lewis County and adjoining 
regions. When necessary, we will be willing to 
take a tough, definitive stance on a controver-
sial issue.

Letters Policy
n Please type and email opinions, if possible, and 
limit letters to 500 words. Letters are typically 
printed in the order in which they are received 
Contributors are limited to publication of one 
item every two weeks, with exceptions as war-
ranted. Items submitted are subject to editing and 
will become the property of this newspaper. Po-
etry is not accepted. 

To Send Your Letter
n Address letters and commentaries to “Our 
Readers’ Opinions.” Please sign them and include 
your full address and daytime telephone number 
for verification and any questions. Send them to 
321 N. Pearl, Centralia, WA 98531. E-mail letters can 
be sent to letters@chronline.com.

 
 
 

Questions
n  Editor-in-Chief Eric Schwartz can be reached  
by email at eschwartz@chronline.com.

Chad Taylor,  Publisher
Coralee Taylor,  CEO

Eric Schwartz,  Editor-in-Chief
Franklin Taylor,  Vice President
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By John McCroskey

COMMENTARY:  Musings on the Middle Fork

Find Out for Yourself 
What College Students 
Are Learning

I recently retired from 
Centralia College as a tenured 
professor of criminal justice on 
March 18 at age 63. I was privi-
leged to instruct three genera-
tions of students over 22 years of 
unblemished academic service. I 
did not plan to retire early. Until 
recently, I had planned on teach-
ing several more years. However, 
I found myself morally and 
ethically compelled to sever ties 
with Centralia College when I 
realized a clear majority of cur-
rent administrators, faculty and 
staff now embrace and promote 
Marxism, critical race theory, 
transgenderism and atheism 
to students as young as age 16. 
Even more troubling is the fact 
these young and impressionable 
students are being indoctrinated 
into accepting and adopting 
these radical political beliefs and 
sexuality lifestyles as the “new 
normal” for our culture under 
the false pretense of justice, eq-
uity, diversity and inclusion.

Anthropology students are 
required to view graphic and 
disturbing gender reassignment 
surgery videos in class. History 
and political science students 
are told, “If you want to be more 
like Jesus you’ll become a com-
munist.” English composition 
students are assigned essays on 
topics like “Who would you like 
to kill and why?” A student I 
know failed an English compo-
sition essay he wrote about his 
Christian upbringing. When 
he asked his professor how to 
improve his grade, she told him, 

“Go ask your God how you can 
get a better grade.” Chemistry 
professors spend class time dis-
cussing witchcraft, sorcery and 
incest as depicted in the “Game 
of Thrones” television series with 
their students. The list of inap-
propriate conduct and classroom 
practices that routinely occurs at 
Centralia College is staggering.

In addition, the few remain-
ing faculty members on campus 
who are moderately conserva-
tive now believe they are being 
targeted for elimination. Their 
belief is well founded by the 
fact that senior administrators 
continue hiring leftist vice presi-

dents and deans from outside 
Lewis County when many well 
qualified individuals reside lo-
cally. The current board of trust-
ees has done nothing to stem 
these inexplicable executive 
leadership and hiring decisions.

My purpose in writing this 
letter is to sound an alarm and 
call to action. I implore every-
one with children or grandchil-
dren enrolled at the Centralia 
College to talk with them about 
these issues. Ask probing ques-
tions. Discuss these concerns 
with your friends, coworkers, 
neighbors and clergy. Find out 
for yourself what your child’s 
professors are actually teach-
ing them. I am confident that 
once you discover the degree of 
political, sexual and atheistic 
brainwashing and grooming 
your children are subjected to 
daily, you will either withdraw 
your student from the college, 
demand new trustees and ex-
ecutive leadership, or both.

Gregory Gilbertson
Naples, Florida

Aviation Industry 
Deserves Blame for 
Rising Emissions

Washington has set itself 
the goal to reduce greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions by 15% 
from 1990 levels. Well, guess 
what? In 2018, the most recent 
GHG emissions numbers avail-
able from the Department of 
Ecology, we’re nowhere near 
those levels. On the contrary: 
they increased significantly.

In large part, this is due 
to increases in transportation 
emissions. Per a presentation to 
WSDOT’s Commercial Aviation 
Coordinating (Expansion) Com-
mission (officially CACC), 75% 
stems from on-road transporta-
tion (gasoline and diesel) and 
21% from jet fuel and aviation gas.

No wonder elected officials, 
including the governor and the 
Washington Transportation 
Committee, are promoting the 
transition from fossil fuel to 
electrification in the recently 
passed Transportation Bill ESSB 
5689. But the governor and oth-
er bill proponents are very quiet 
about its continued funding for 
a site search in the Puget Sound 

region for a new SeaTac-sized 
airport, an airport of the highly 
polluting, jet-fuel-burning kind 
(see section 213, page 44 and 
section 707, page 142 of the bill 
as passed on March 10, 2022).

This amid a climate crisis 
and without meaningful pol-
lution-reduction enforcement 
attached to the $3 to $4 billion 
of taxpayer (FAA) money even-
tually needed for such infra-
structure. Again, the aviation 
industry is getting away with 
a free ticket. Its influence has 
gone too far for too long. As 
the SeaTac airport communi-
ties, such as the cities of SeaTac, 
Normandy Park, Tukwila, Des 
Moines and Beacon Hill know, 
there are very large gaps be-
tween airport benefits claimed 
and proven and accountability 
promised and delivered.

Many transportation sectors 
have made significant progress 
toward cleaner energy. The avia-
tion industry has made some, but 
they are baby steps. As the 2022 
report by the UN-sponsored 
International Project of Climate 
Change (IPCC) states in its foot-
note E.6.4 of the associated Sum-
mary for Policy Makers:

“Current sectoral levels of 
(emissions reduction) ambition 
vary, with emission reduction 
aspirations in international avi-
ation and shipping lower than 
in many other sectors.”

Professional, independent 
measurements around Bos-
ton’s Logan and Los Angeles 
International airports (begun 
in 2012) make it quite clear 
that the industry is assaulting 
airport communities with day-
in-day-out pollution, reducing 
public health and economic 
equity. King County’s Depart-
ment of Health (in cooperation 
with the University of Wash-
ington) has reported similarly 
serious results for the SeaTac 
communities in December 
2020 (see Seattle King County 
Public Health Report to Leg-
islature response to HB 1109), 
but our legislators have seem-
ingly ignored it so far.

Public health and equity need 
to become actionable decision 
criteria for where and how to al-
low commercial aviation growth.

Lisa Ceazan
Olympia
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(LCB) obtained and executed a 
search warrant on Mackinaw’s 
on April 14, Khan, 61, of Che-
halis, was issued a citation for 
serving alcohol at her businesses, 
Mackinaw’s Restaurant and the 
connected bar, Curious, without 
a valid license. 

The LCB originally revoked 
Khan’s alcohol license in a raid 
just before Christmas 2021 for 
repeated violations of Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s emergency order man-
dates related to COVID-19. 

An LCB spokesperson re-
cently told The Chronicle the 
department received several 
tips that Khan and staff were 
continuing to serve without the 
license, and that LCB agents did 
an undercover operation alleg-
edly confirming the tips.

Khan said she and her at-
torney are still trying to settle 

the case by arguing that other 
restaurants acting in defiance 
of mandates were merely fined. 
She said what she wants most of 

all is to have her liquor license 
back and that she’d be willing to 
pay for it.

“What we’re trying to prove is 

I’ve been very vocal against the 
mandate and going to the press,” 
Khan told The Chronicle, adding 
that she thinks the state targeted 

her because of her political stance.
Khan has pleaded not guilty 

to all charges against her. She 
appeared in court for the first 
time on the matter on April 29.

A District Court judge al-
lowed Khan to remain out of 
custody on her own recogni-
zance with no required bail, but 
was given a list of release condi-
tions she must abide by for the 
duration of her case. 

Those conditions include 
having no criminal law viola-
tions, maintaining weekly con-
tact with her attorney, abiding 
by all court orders, appearing in 
court as ordered and maintain-
ing a valid mailing address, ac-
cording to court documents. 

She will be taken into custo-
dy and remain in jail for the du-
ration of her case if she violates 
her conditions of release. 

Her next appearance in court 
is June 23 for a hearing at 9 a.m.

•••
Submit news tips at news@

chronline.com

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Laurel Khan, owner of Mackinaw's Restaurant a appears in Lewis County District Court Tuesday morning.

Trial
Continued from the front page

Brazilian elodea might be a 
nice decoration for a fish tank. But 
outweighing its beauty are its men-
acing effects. Sucking up oxygen 
that aquatic species need, covering 
rocks on the riverbed with slimy, 
mossy stems, the plant is changing 
the landscape for the worse.

At Rainbow Falls State 
Park on Sunday morning, The 
Chronicle met with Lewis 
County Noxious Weed Control 
staff to discuss Brazilian elodea 
and other invasive plants that 
threaten the Chehalis River.

The park has a history of be-
ing the site of invasive knotweed, 
which Danika Davis, Noxious 
Weed’s weed specialist, called a 

“huge problem” and the “coun-
ty’s No. 1” worst weed.

Davis added that choosing 
which is the county’s biggest weed 
enemy was a “loaded question,” 
because all noxious weeds pose 
different risks to the livelihood of 
residents for various reasons.

Knotweed is just particularly 
hard to eradicate.

State law dictates it is a land-
owner’s responsibility to take 
care of what are considered to 
be “noxious weeds.” Charles 
Edmonson, Lewis County Nox-
ious Weed program coordinator, 
said the definition is a legal term 

— not necessarily meaning the 
weed is poisonous. Some weeds 
are poisonous to humans, while 
others are classified as noxious 
due to threats posed to ecosys-
tems, infrastructure, livestock 
and even property values. 

Edmonson and Davis, there-
fore, don’t just assume landown-
ers know what is and isn’t a nox-
ious weed. Part of their job is 
educating the public with home 
visits and letters, events and in-
formational packets.

“Education is power,” Davis 
said. “The more you know, the 
more we can all work together 
and help each other.”

Unfortunately, fighting the 
noxious weeds of the Chehalis 
Basin sometimes feels like a los-
ing battle. Denise Blair, a former 
weed technician with the coun-
ty, spent 12 years fighting back 
knotweed from Pe Ell to Lintott-
Alexander Park alone. 

“I am very proud of my hard 
work/accomplishments towards 
eradicating invasive knotweed 
on the upper thirty river miles 
of the Chehalis River,” Blair said 
in an email to The Chronicle, 
but added that, “Those last few 
clumps I could not kill will al-
ways haunt me. If only I were a 
bit younger I could have kept at 
it and saved the river.”

Knotweed is troublesome for 
a variety of reasons, including its 
destructive abilities. A bamboo-
like stem with shield-shaped 
leaves, the plant can grow through 
cement, plumbing, porches and 
other man-made structures. 
Its shade impacts native plant 
growth on the riverbanks. Knot-
weed also dies back every winter, 
so it doesn’t offer bank stabiliza-
tion during the flood season. The 
weed can shoot up as much as 12 
feet during a growing season.

It can be seen in abundance 
downstream of Lintott-Alexan-
der Park in Chehalis. 

For landowners, it can be 
tough to tackle. If even one 2-inch 
stem remains, it can take root. 

Herbicide can’t be sprayed near 
water without a special permit 
from the Department of Ecology.

“If we could tell anybody one 
thing about it, it would be ‘don’t 
mow it,’” Davis said. “You’ll 
have to mow it every two weeks, 
literally, for three to seven years.”

One goal Davis and Edmon-
son talked about for the future 
is helping more residents get the 
proper licensing for aquatic her-
bicide use.

The fight against Brazilian elo-
dea is similarly frustrating, they 
said. Right now, Noxious Weed 
staff are trying to approve treat-
ment of Plummer Lake. Without 
chemical treatment, the plant has 
to be physically removed from the 
riverbed by divers. If even a small 
piece remains, it will float down-
river and take root.

The staff remain hopeful in 
their fight — even if it some-
times feels like a losing battle 

— because the weeds impact resi-
dents regardless of where or how 
they live their lives.

“(Noxious weeds) can influ-
ence and touch people’s lives in 
a lot of different ways that they 
don’t even realize,” Davis said.

But, that’s why the staff do 
what they do.

“We're pushing so much for 
more education and outreach. 
We want the community to see 
us as an approachable entity,” 
Davis said.

To learn more about noxious 
weeds and what to do about them, 
visit https://lewiscountywa.gov/
departments/weed-control/.

Weeds
Continued from the front page

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Charles Edmonson, Lewis County Noxious Weed program coordinator, holds up a photo of Brazilian elodea at Rainbow Falls State Park on Sunday.

Knotweed consumes a bank of the Chehalis River Monday in Chehalis near Northwest Florida Avenue.

Himalayan blackberry is seen on the banks of the Chehalis River at Rainbow Falls State Park on Sunday.

‘‘We’re pushing so much 
for more education and 
outreach. We want the 
community to see us as 
an approachable entity’’ 

Danika Davis
weed specialist
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REFUSED:  Office of the 
Chehalis Basin Has 
Made Multiple Attempts 
to Get on Timber Giant’s 
Land With Reservoir’s 
Purpose Soon to End
By Isabel Vander Stoep

isabel@chronline.com

Editor’s Note: This story is 
part of "Headwaters to Harbor," a 
project by The Chronicle to docu-
ment the Chehalis River from Pe 
Ell to Grays Harbor while high-
lighting people and issues con-
nected to the river along the way. 
Our coverage is compiled at www.
chronline.com/Chehalis-River.

Around last spring, the Of-
fice of the Chehalis Basin (OCB) 
and its board members began 
taking a keen interest in the 
Skookumchuck Dam and its res-
ervoir. 

Since 1970, TransAlta has 
operated the Skookumchuck 
Dam along the namesake river 
about 10 river miles upstream 
from Centralia — where it flows 
into the Chehalis River — and 8 
miles east of Bucoda.

The dam holds back water 
TransAlta uses for the Centralia 
Steam Plant, which is set to re-
tire its final coal burner in 2025. 
When the doors are shuttered, 
the dam and reservoir will join 
the list of coal power infrastruc-
ture that various entities will 
seek to repurpose. 

In 2007 — just by coinci-
dence — the reservoir was hold-
ing less rain water than it does in 
a normal fall season. When the 
flood began, the dam ended up 
holding back water that would 
have inundated Centralia and 

Bucoda. Though the 190-foot 
high, 1,340-foot long earthfill 
structure was not built for water 
retention purposes, this made 
the OCB wonder if it could be 
repurposed as such.

According to OCB Executive 
Director Andrea McNamara 
Doyle, the Skookumchuck River 
is also a “stronghold” for spring 
Chinook and steelhead. The 
dam, however, marks the stop-
ping point for fish runs.

The OCB began studying 
the area to see if alterations to 
or removal of the dam had any 
chance of improving outcomes 
for fish populations or mitiga-
tion of flood damage.

But, like fish reaching the 
dam, OCB hit a barrier to its 

studies: Weyerhaeuser. 
The timber giant owns thou-

sands of acres of forest stretch-
ing over the Skookumchuck 
River above the dam.

“We've been requesting ac-
cess from Weyerhaeuser mul-
tiple times for over a year since 
around March 2021, and we 
haven't yet been able to secure 
permission from them to visit 
the streams in the upper Skoo-
kumchuck Basin,” said McNa-
mara Doyle.

If they are to understand 
how the dam could be modified 
to, “reduce downstream dam-
age or improve fish passage and 
aquatic species environmental 
conditions — or ideally both,” 
she said, OCB needs to get sci-

entists with boots in the streams. 
The last in-person studies 

done in the upper Skookum-
chuck Basin that McNamara 
Doyle was aware of were com-
pleted in 1996.

“We had hoped to get out 
there last summer, during the 
summer season and couldn't, 
and we've renewed our request 
this year in order to try to get 
out there this spring or summer 
and have not been able to get 
that access,” McNamara Doyle 
said.

Weyerhaeuser’s Public Af-
fairs Manager Mary Catherine 
McAleer responded to The 
Chronicle’s request for comment 
on the matter.

“We understand there is great 

interest in the future of the dam 
and river, but until TransAlta 
makes a formal decision about 
the future of the Skookumchuck 
Dam, it is premature to provide 
access and focus on narrow tech-
nical questions, such as deter-
mining the fish habitat capacity 
upstream of the dam,” McAleer 
said in an email. “When Trans-
Alta makes a decision concern-
ing its position on the dam, we 
will be happy to collaborate with 
the Chehalis Basin Strategy on 
appropriate next steps.”

That message had not been 
conveyed to McNamara Doyle. 

“The explanation they've 
told us is less about not want-
ing people on the land and more, 
they've said, about the process 
and the burden on them and 
their staff to review requests to 
make decisions about when and 
how to create access,” McNama-
ra Doyle said.

In the past, folks who wanted 
to access Weyerhaeuser lands for 
studies related to Chehalis Basin 
Strategy work — the umbrella 
term for the variety of proj-
ects along the river to improve 
aquatic species habitat and miti-
gate flood damage — simply 
made requests through local 
on-site tree farm managers, she 
said. The same process applied 
to any groups wanting access to 
the company’s land for studies, 
including the Washington De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife. 

In early 2020, however, rep-
resentatives from the timber 
company stated processing the 
requests was becoming a chal-
lenge and asked OCB to fun-
nel questions through McAleer 
moving forward.

“We also offered at that time 
to work with Weyerhaeuser to 
create a more coordinated pro-
cess for the requests that were 
related to Chehalis Basin Strat-
egy work, and we started some 
of that work with Weyerhaeuser 
and it didn't really proceed to 
fruition,” said McNamara Doyle.

By summer of 2021, McNa-
mara Doyle said, the company 
had not “outright refused” to 
grant access to the Skookum-
chuck and its streams on prop-
erty above the reservoir, but said 
it was “unwilling to grant access 
at the time” and did not provide 
a path forward for OCB to ap-
prove studies on the site.

Since, OCB has made sev-
eral attempts to get access to the 
land. The office enlisted help 
from the Department of Natu-
ral Resources and attempted to 
go through other Weyerhaeuser 
executives, to no avail.

Considering how important 
salmon and aquatic species are 
to communities in the Chehalis 
River Basin and how detrimen-
tal flood damage has been to the 
same communities, McNamara 
Doyle called the Chehalis Basin 
Strategy work “critical.”

“(We) are really challenged to 
do that work as thoroughly as we 
want to — and need to — with-
out having ready access to some 
of this information that is only 
available from Weyerhaeuser 
and from accessing lands that 
are controlled by Weyerhaeuser,” 
she said.

Weyerhaeuser Denies Access to Habitat 
Studies Upstream of Skookumchuck Dam

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

The Skookumchuck Dam is seen from above, about 10 miles upstream of Centralia, last November.

‘‘The explanation 
they’ve told us is less 

about not wanting 
people on the land 
and more, they’ve 

said, about the process 
and the burden on 

them and their staff 
to review requests to 
make decisions about 

when and how to 
create access.’’ 

Andrea McNamara Doyle
Office of Chehalis Basin

COUPON • COUPON • COUPON COUPON • COUPON • COUPON

Strawberries Strawberries 
16 oz16 oz

PLU 7542 • Valid thru 5-31-22
Limit 2 • 1 Coupon Per Family

299
ea

Best YetBest Yet
Salt & Pepper Salt & Pepper 
Shakers Shakers 

PLU 7541 • Valid thru 5-31-22
Limit 2 • 1 Coupon Per Family

125
ea

3000
ea

299
lb

505 S. Tower Ave.,  Centralia  Open  Da i l y  6  am -  10  pm |  360 -736 -9328  
108 S. Montesano St. ,  Westport Open  Da i l y  6  am –  9  pm |  360 -268 -7687

4410 Pacif i c  Way, Seaview Open  Da i l y  6  am –  10  pm |  360 -642 -3737

 PRICES EFFECTIVE 
May 25 - 31, 2022

 Visit  our website 
WWW.GOSNK.COM

BBQ Rib Meal DealBBQ Rib Meal Deal
1 Full Rack Baby Back Ribs1 Full Rack Baby Back Ribs
2 lb Potato or Macaroni Salad2 lb Potato or Macaroni Salad
1 lb Cole Slaw1 lb Cole Slaw
4 ct Dinner Rolls4 ct Dinner Rolls
1 Flag Brownie1 Flag Brownie
1 2 L Pepsi Products1 2 L Pepsi Products

• • •  Fresh From the Bakery!  • • •• • •  Fresh From the Bakery!  • • •

Whole in the Bag Whole in the Bag 

Beef Beef 
Back RibsBack Ribs

85% Extra Lean 85% Extra Lean 

Ground BeefGround Beef
Value PackValue Pack

499
lb

Seedless Seedless 

Watermelon Watermelon 
CornCorn

1799
ea

1699
ea1099

ea

Talking Cedar Talking Cedar 
Beer Beer 
6/12 oz6/12 oz

Tito’s Handmade Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka Vodka 
750 ml750 ml

2299
ea + 
taxes

2399
ea

Sauza Hacienda Sauza Hacienda 
Tequila Tequila 
750 ml750 ml

199
ea

Americana Americana 
Portable Portable 
CoolerCooler

1999
ea

499
ea

Flag CupcakesFlag Cupcakes

999
ea

Flag BrowniesFlag Brownies

Bolillo Rolls Bolillo Rolls 
4 ct4 ct

799
ea

Large Large 

Coffee  Coffee  
CakeCake

199
ea

Flag Flag 

Plates & NapkinsPlates & Napkins
8-16 ct 8-16 ct 

Good Cook Good Cook 
Skewers Skewers 
100 ct100 ct

Bic Bic 
Utility LighterUtility Lighter

299
ea 199

ea
2/1

Good Cook Good Cook 
Marshmallow Marshmallow 
Sticks Sticks 
8 ct8 ct

150
ea

• • •  Deli  De als • • •• • •  Deli  De als • • •

59¢
lb 75¢

ea

Fried Chicken MealFried Chicken Meal
8 pc Assorted or 10 pc Dark8 pc Assorted or 10 pc Dark
2 lb Potato or Macaroni Salad2 lb Potato or Macaroni Salad
1 lb Cole Slaw1 lb Cole Slaw
1 Flag Brownie 1 Flag Brownie 
1 2 L Pepsi Product1 2 L Pepsi Product

French Dip Meal DealFrench Dip Meal Deal
1 4 pk French Dip Sandwiches with Au Jus Mix1 4 pk French Dip Sandwiches with Au Jus Mix
1 Lg Broccoli Salad 1 Lg Broccoli Salad 
16 oz Raspberry Parfait16 oz Raspberry Parfait
1 Flag Brownie1 Flag Brownie
1 2 L Pepsi Products1 2 L Pepsi Products

S'Mores S'Mores 
Bundle BagBundle Bag

White Claw, Truly, or San Juan White Claw, Truly, or San Juan 
Seltzer Seltzer 
12/12 oz12/12 oz

125
ea

Jarritos Jarritos 
1.5 L1.5 L

1099
ea
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Editor’s Note: This story is 
part of "Headwaters to Harbor," a 
project by The Chronicle to docu-
ment the Chehalis River from Pe 
Ell to Grays Harbor while high-
lighting people and issues con-
nected to the river along the way. 
Our coverage is compiled at www.
chronline.com/Chehalis-River.

In water to population ra-
tio, Lewis County seems above 
the bar for most of the Ameri-
can West. With a population of 
around 80,000, Lewis County 
has several lakes along with the 
Chehalis, Cowlitz, Nisqually, 
Newaukum, Skookumchuck, 
Paradise, Ohanapecosh, Tilton 
and Cispus rivers.

Los Angeles County in Cali-
fornia, on the other hand, has a 
population of over 10 million 
and just four rivers. And despite 
the name of its most prolific bas-
ketball team, there aren’t many 
lakes there, either.

But the two have more in 
common than meets the eye 
where water is concerned. Like 
all states in the West, Washing-
ton has water laws that deter-
mine who gets water, how much, 
from where and when. 

And as Jill Van Hulle, water 
rights specialist for Aspect Con-
sulting puts it, “Lewis County is 
kind of a hotbed of water stuff.”

Home to the largest year-
round water bank in the state 
owned by TransAlta and one of 
the two most highly regulated 
rivers in Western Washington — 
the Chehalis River — issues per-
taining to water laws have been 
showing up in various county 
and city council meetings across 
Lewis County recently. 

But water laws are complicat-
ed. And as municipalities decide 
they are something worth caring 
about, it’s worth asking some ba-
sic questions. 

What is a Water Right?
Until the early 20th century, 

the state did not restrict any use 
of water from any body of water.

In 1917, Washington fol-
lowed suit of other states in the 
West and established water laws. 

From then on, to use water 
in quantities of over 5,000 gal-
lons per day, users needed water 
rights.

Water rights allow for users 
to draw a certain amount of wa-
ter from a certain body of water 
for a certain amount of time and 
are only granted for what the 
state considers “beneficial uses.”

Meeting the criteria of a ben-
eficial use, as Mike Gallagher 
of the southwest region of the 
Department of Ecology’s water 
resources program said, is pret-
ty easy, as most things water is 
used for are beneficial, like wa-
tering fields. 

Of those interviewed by The 
Chronicle, Lewis County Spe-
cial Projects Deputy Prosecut-
ing Attorney Eric Eisenberg put 
the next key element of water 
rights in the simplest terms.

“The older your water rights, 
the better, the more superior 
your water right is to other peo-
ple who want to use the water,” 
he said.

Water rights are categorized 
as either junior or senior.

Eisenberg illustrated this 
with a parable: John Q. Farmer 
is using well water from an aqui-
fer for his blueberries, and he’s 
been doing so since 1960. Her-
man Homeowner bought land 
with another well on the same 
aquifer that he’s been using 
since 1982. Farmer’s rights are 
what the state considers senior 
water rights. Homeowner’s wa-
ter rights are, therefore, junior. 

The distinction decides who 
is entitled to the water when 
it becomes scarce. If the wells 
were running dry, Homeowner 
would lose his legal right to use 
the water before Farmer.

Tribes are the most senior 
water rights holders in the state. 
The Chehalis Tribe has been 
using the Chehalis River since 
time immemorial, and unlike 
nearly every other entity, has an 
unquantifiable water right to the 
river.

Water rights are also subject 
to what Eisenberg referred to as 

“relinquishment.”
Understanding relinquish-

ment is key to understanding 
water banks.

What is a Water Bank?
Water rights work on a use-it-

or-lose-it basis. Water rights hold-
ers have to report the amount of 
water they use back to the De-
partment of Ecology. If they don’t 
use the amount of water their 
rights allot for, their rights can 
eventually be relinquished.

But there is one way to get 
around the use-it-or-lose-it rule, 
and it’s called a water bank.

Firstly, a water bank is not a 
physical storage facility with wa-
ter or a big tank underground. It 
is an abstract concept in state law. 
When entities establish a water 
bank, their rights are held in the 
water bank without being subject 
to relinquishment, which allows 
the entity to lease its water rights 
out to others.

TransAlta’s water bank allows 
the company rights to 28,000 
acre-feet of water per year from 
the Skookumchuck River wheth-
er it’s used or not. 

One acre-foot is enough wa-
ter to cover an acre in a foot of 
water. A 28,000 acre chunk over 
the Twin Cities area would touch 
Galvin, Schaeffer Park, Newau-
kum Golf Course and Claquato.

Cover that much acreage with 
a foot of water and you could fill 
about 217,234,047 bathtubs.

But, again, TransAlta isn’t 
just holding 28,000 acre-feet in a 
tank somewhere. That’s just the 
amount of water the company 
has the right to in a given year. 

TransAlta’s water bank is the 
largest year-round bank in the 
state. The Oroville-Tonasket Ir-
rigation District water bank in 
Okanogan County is larger, at 
33,000 acre-feet, but this water 
is only available for the approxi-
mately 150-day irrigation season.

“The basic principle of the wa-
ter bank is someone who owns 
the water rights puts it into the 

bank using an Ecology process. 
And Ecology treats that, makes a 
notation, that it is being used be-
cause it's being used in the bank,” 
Eisenburg said. 

This allows the water bank 
holder to lease out its water 
rights. Lessees can then obtain 
water rights without the Depart-
ment of Ecology noting them as 
taking water from what is legally 
available. And because water 
rights are difficult to get due to 
over-allotment of bodies of wa-
ter, this means water banks can 
allow more entities and people to 
access more water.

That’s one reason why Lewis 
County Commissioner Lindsey 
Pollock asked Eisenburg to look 
into what it would take to estab-
lish a county water bank. Pollock 
also began to think there would be 
money for long-term infrastruc-
ture if the county had a water bank.

“And it turns out she was right, 
that now, there is a grant from the 
Department of Ecology in which 
you can apply to get a grant to 
create a water bank, to purchase 
water and to put in it. And so 
there is a grant out there that can 
provide up to $2 million in fund-
ing to do this,” Eisenburg said.

Another factor Eisenburg be-
lieves entered Pollock’s thought 
process is the Hirst Decision.

In short, this state Supreme 
Court ruling put the burden of de-
termining water’s legal availability 

on counties, rather than the De-
partment of Ecology.

“As a result of the Hirst Deci-
sion, it became increasingly clear 
that, in the long run, as water be-
comes more appropriated by users 
and perhaps scarcer due to things 
like climate change, that there 
might be a time when water would 
run out for the type of develop-
ment that counties typically would 
like to occur,” Eisenburg said.

A water bank would be one way 
to avoid losing access to water, and 
could make water more available 
for residents and other entities.

In late April, Lewis County 
released a solicitation for a re-
quest for proposals by consul-
tants to establish a water bank. 
However, this doesn’t signify 
the “capital C County” as being 
totally gung-ho, as Eisenberg put 
it, it just means they’re looking 
into it. Commissioner Lee Grose 
is still hesitant about the idea and 
wants more information. The re-
quest for proposals does not bind 
the county to creating a water 
bank, rather it outlines the costs 
and effects of establishing one.

The final factor that spurred 
on Pollock’s interest was likely 
TransAlta. As the steam plant 
slowly closes, the company’s wa-
ter rights may be well over what 
it uses, and so its water rights 
may become available.

The best way to establish a 
water bank, Eisenburg said, is 
to find people who are no longer 
using their water rights and ob-
tain them before they become re-
linquished to the state. The best 
place to find unused water rights, 
as he understood it, is with long-
standing family farms where 
the younger generations are us-
ing the land and water less than 
those before them.

The Water Frontier
Those involved in water law 

have repeatedly heard the Mark 
Twain quote, “Whiskey is for 

drinking, water is for fighting.”
Getting legal access to water 

is hard. Even once obtained, wa-
ter rights are tricky. 

In 1976, Washington imple-
mented what’s called an “in-
stream flow regulation” on cer-
tain rivers. The Chehalis and 
Dungeness basins are the only 
ones in Ecology’s southwest re-
gion where this rule applies. Ba-
sically, it means the river itself 
gets a water right to maintain a 
certain water level. Like all wa-
ter rights, the ones established 
before instream flow regulations 

— so, prior to 1976 — are senior.
On the Chehalis River, 93 

water users have junior water 
rights to the instream flow regu-
lation. For the last few summers, 
river levels on the Chehalis have 
dropped below those minimum 
regulation heights, and those 93 
junior water right holders had 
their rights to the water curtailed.

Gallagher said one of the trig-
gers for curtailment is 80-degree 
weather in April.

“Which is kind of unusual, 
but we’ve had that the past few 
years. That melts the snow in the 
Bald Hills and the Willapa Hills 
a lot faster,” Gallagher said. “And 
when that’s gone, it goes down-
stream pretty quick to the ocean 
and you can’t get it back.”

In those warm years — fortu-
nately, temps didn’t get that hot this 
April — the irrigation season on the 
Chehalis River has to be cut short 
for those junior water rights hold-
ers. If two farmers are neighbors 
and one obtained their water right 
in 1975 and the other obtained 
it in 1980, the first may be water-
ing crops throughout the summer, 
while the other will have to stop 
when Ecology sends them notice.

“We think of laws to make 
things better, to make things 
equal, to make things balanced 
across the board. That's how we 
envision laws,” Gallagher said. 

“But, water law is not equal and it's 
not fair. And that’s the way it is.”

What are Water Rights? Why Does Lewis County Care?
‘‘The older your water 
rights, the better, the 

more superior your 
water right is to other 
people who want to 

use the water.’’ 

Eric Eisenberg
Lewis County Prosecutor’s Office
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Editor’s Note: This story is 
part of "Headwaters to Harbor," a 
project by The Chronicle to docu-
ment the Chehalis River from Pe 
Ell to Grays Harbor while high-
lighting people and issues con-
nected to the river along the way. 
Our coverage is compiled at www.
chronline.com/Chehalis-River.

The Chehalis River gives.
Salmon and steelhead of the 

basin have been integral to the 
Chehalis and Quinault Tribes 
since time immemorial. The 
river valley is filled with fer-
tile soil, lush with green. Walk 
down the Willapa Hills trail or 
visit Lintott-Alexander Park for 
a peek of the joy the river gives 
to families and youth in the 
summer. 

The Chehalis River takes 
away.

Countless times, I’ve 
watched the Chehalis River pour 
over its banks and into the adja-
cent floodplain. 

In 2007, I trudged through 
feet of muck inside rooms where 
I’d attended sleepovers and din-
ners, as my friends coped with 
the loss of irreplaceable posses-
sions including photo albums, 
pets and livestock. Last January, 
I experienced major flooding 
for the first time as a report-
er, spending the night at The 
Chronicle as roads were closed 
and waterways went wild. 

The word “privilege” doesn’t 
seem to fully summarize the 
blessing of my life in Lewis 
County outside the floodplain, 
where I am treated to the river’s 
gifts without being personally 
harmed by its wrath.

This week has amplified my 
understanding of water’s highs 

and lows. On Saturday, I exited 
the water with both ego and 
body bruised. On Monday, I 
cried at the beauty of a mallard 
duck taking off just in front of 
me — yes, I really am that soft.

In the early afternoon, 
Chronicle photographer Jared 
Wenzelburger, columnist Bri-

an Mittge and I shoved off at 
Lintott-Alexander Park. 

After our misadventure on 
Saturday — which you can read 
about at  https://www.Chron-
line.com/Chehalis-River/ — 
Chronicle Editor-in-Chief Eric 
Schwartz encouraged us to take 
a smoother section for our reen-

try. I’m feeling sorry about the 
missed section between Rain-
bow Falls and the Newaukum 
confluence, but may end up 
remedying that with a day trip 
paddle down the line.

Because he was the first re-
porter to do such a journey for 
the paper, I trusted Schwartz’s 
wisdom. 

The first major landmark 
we reached was the state Route 
6 bridge. I drive over it at least 
twice a day, nearly every day, 
and never knew it was partially 
built from wood until I saw it 
from below on Monday.

We passed the Chehalis con-
fluence with Salzer Creek, which 
I also drive over on Interstate 5 
most days. Then China Creek, 
which runs under the building 
where I work. Then, the Skoo-
kumchuck River, and we ended 
at Fort Borst Park.

As prevalent as these water-
ways are in my life, I regularly 
ignore them, as one ignores a 
living room couch or a picture 
on a bedside table. 

From the river, I saw my ev-
eryday life from an entirely new 
perspective.

This stretch was not particu-
larly difficult. The river nearly 
folds in on itself with meanders 

through the Twin Cities, so it 
would likely be faster to walk, 
but the current barely pulls at all. 

With the calm of the waters, 
we were able take our time, ex-
ploring creeks and log jams. 
Mittge educated me on trees, 
while I identified birds for him. 

For anyone who is a novice 
kayaker (like myself) I’d highly 
recommend this stretch of the 
river. You’ll be treated to many 
raptor sightings, including os-
prey, bald eagles and red-tailed 
hawks. We also saw Canada 
goslings ducking down in the 
grass, thinking themselves hid-
den from three scary kayakers, 
which was pretty hilarious. 

In summary, Wenzelburger 
and I are re-energized for this 
adventure. After losing our 
camping gear, we implemented 
a day-trip system. Logistically, 
this is more challenging, but it 
has upgraded this journey to 

“glamping” status in terms of 
food and sleeping arrangements.

Continue to follow us along 
the river on Twitter @Chronline 
and Facebook @theCentralia-
Chronicle.

•••
Find all our “Headwaters to 

Harbor” coverage at chronline.com/
Chehalis-River.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Geese and goslings hunker down on a bank of the Chehalis River on Monday.

River Diary No. 2: The River Giveth and Taketh Away

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Brian Mittge paddles near an eroded bank of the Chehalis River Monday afternoon.

D Í A  D E  L O S  N I Ñ O S  •  E V E N T O  C O M U N I T A R I O
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616095cs.kc

FREE books for kids • JOB FAIR & Lewis County Resources for Adult 
FREE COVID-19 Vaccines for EVERYONE • LIVE on-site with Carlos Moreno from La GranD 99.3

S A T U R D A Y  J U N E  4  •  1 2 – 4 P M
Red Pavilion, SW WA Fairgrounds • 1909 Gold St, Centralia

For updated info visit www.tuhogarlc.com/ninos
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Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Vehicle bodies are seen on banks of the Chehalis River Monday near Northwest River Street in Chehalis. According to The 
Chronicle’s archives, vehicle bodies were packed into river banks to guard against erosion decades ago.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Brian Mittge paddles into an unnamed creek near the state Route 6 bridge over the Chehalis River.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Reporter Isabel Vander Stoep paddles near the state Route 6 bridge over the Chehalis River on Monday.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

A bird walks on a gravel path near the Fort Borst Park boat launch in Centralia on 
Monday.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

An osprey flies back to a nest with a branch from along the Chehalis River Monday 
near Borst Park in Centralia.

Isabel Vander Stoep /  isabel@chronline.com 

An old barn is pictured above the banks of the Chehalis River on Monday.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

A tree hangs over the Chehalis River Monday afternoon in Chehalis.

Isabel Vander Stoep /  isabel@chronline.com 

A log jam is pictured between Lintott Alexander Park and Fort Borst Park on the 
Chehalis River Monday. 

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Metal vehicle parts shine under the surface of the Chehalis River Monday.

Isabel Vander Stoep /  isabel@chronline.com 

Bird tracks are seen on the banks of the Chehalis River on Monday.
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Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

The Chehalis River winds alongside the Twin Cities seen from above on a Friday flight.

In Focus: The Chehalis River From Above, Adna to Centralia

The Chehalis River flows near South Scheuber Road in Centralia

The Chehalis River runs by the Veterans Memorial Museum in Chehalis.

The Chehalis River runs through Centralia near Plummer Lake seen from a Cessna 
Cardinal flying out of the Chehalis-Centralia Airport on Friday.

The Chehalis 
River is seen 
from above near 
the Riverside 
Golf Course as 
Dave Neiser flies 
two Chronicle 
journalists last 
Friday. Read a 
full feature story 
about Neiser at 
chronline.com/
Chehalis-River.

Interstate 5 and the Chehalis River are seen from above in the Twin Cities.

Chehalis River near Bunker Creek Road in Adna from a Cessna Cardinal.
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By Brian Mittge 

For The Chronicle 

Editor’s Note: As Chronicle 
journalists paddle down the Che-
halis River, we look back at one 
of the first written accounts of a 
similar voyage, from Scottish bot-
anist David Douglas in 1825. 

After an exhausting and har-
rowing journey through tem-
pests and overland toil, David 
Douglas had fallen into a deep 
sleep on the south end of what 
we today call Grays Harbor. He 
was awakened by his guide, a 
chief of the native people who 
lived on the other side of the bay. 

Members of Tha-a-muxi’s 
village had heard the sound of 
Douglas shooting for ducks the 
night before. They sent a canoe 
to pick up the travelers. They 
lived in one of several villages 
around the mouth of what we 
call the Chehalis River, near 
present-day Aberdeen. 

There are various spellings 
from two centuries ago of the 
people who lived there and the 
river itself: Chochalii, Cheecheel-
er, Chickeeles and Tsihalis. The 
name is now standardized as 
Chehalis, meaning “sandy,” a 

reference to the sandy-bottomed 
river, according to “Traveler in 
a Vanished Landscape,” a biog-
raphy of Douglas and his adven-
tures.

John Work, a Hudson’s Bay 
Company chief trader who had 
been in the area of the Chehalis 
estuary a year before Douglas, 
noted that the area’s phenomenal 
salmon runs supported 15 vil-
lages at the river’s mouth. 

“The Cheecheeler River is a 
large stream, nearly as large as 
the Thames, very rapid, with 
numerous cascades,” Douglas 
wrote in his journals. “I reached 
my guide's village a little before 
dusk, where I had every kindness 
and all the hospitality Indian 
courtesy could suggest.” 

He met up with Alexander 
McKenzie, the clerk from Fort 
George, who was trading in the 
area. They decided to head home 
via the Chehalis and Cowlitz riv-
ers. Tha-a-muxi obliged them by 
ferrying the white men 60 miles 
upstream in his canoe, probably 
up to the present-day site of the 
towns of Chehalis and Centralia.

Douglas writes in his journal: 
“On the 7th November, I pro-

ceeded up the river in a canoe 

with my guide; made halts at 
places such as presented any-
thing different from what I 
had seen before. On the 11th, I 
reached sixty miles from the 
ocean, where I found my canoe 
too large to pass in many places 
by reason of cascades and shal-
lowness of the water. 

“I abandoned the idea of pro-
ceeding further in that direction. 
I therefore made my guide such 
presents as were adequate for the 
service and kindness I had expe-
rienced from him.” 

As they parted, possibly 
somewhere near today’s Exit 77 
at Interstate 5, their guide asked 
Douglas “to let all King George's 
chiefs know of him, when I 
spoke to them with paper.”

The chief also asked Douglas 
for a final parting gift: a proper 
English shave. Douglas happily 
obliged, and invited him back 
down to their post at Fort Van-
couver for another shave on New 
Year’s Day. 

The gift of a shave was appar-
ently appropriate: their guide’s 
name, Tha-a-muxi, meant “The 
Beard.”

Next time: Downstream on 
the Cow-a-lidsk River.

A Historical River 
Voyage, Part 2: Up the 
‘Cheecheeler River’

David Douglas, namesake for the Douglas fir.

By Christine Clarridge

The Seattle Times

As the weather warms up, 
Washington residents are sure to 
turn to water activities like boat-
ing, swimming, paddling and all 
sorts of water sports.

And this year, as the cost of 
gas soars, safety experts expect 
participation in affordable pad-
dle sports to reach new heights.

With more people heading out 
on the water, boating safety ex-
perts are stressing the importance 
of preparedness and caution.

"It's not what you see in the 
movies," said Derek VanDyke, 
education coordinator for the 
Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission Boat-
ing Program. "A lot of drownings 
happen very quickly."

Even really good swimmers 
risk drowning in Washington's 
cold waters. People who fall into 
the water may find themselves 
gasping involuntarily, some-
times taking in water on that 
first breath.

What people don't count on, 
said Sgt. Richard Barton of the 
King County Sheriff 's Marine 
Rescue Dive Unit, is that the 
shock of cold water causes an in-
voluntary physical reaction that 
has nothing to do with how well-
prepared or fit people are.

While Puget Sound-area 
waters are always cool, they're 
colder than usual for this time 
of year, according to National 
Weather Service meteorologist 
Ted Buehner. All that late-season 
mountain snow means rivers 
and waters they fed are icy.

For current water tempera-
tures in Washington lakes, visit 
lakemonster.com.

Safe Boating Week, which 
runs from May 21 to 27, is aimed 
at encouraging boaters to make 
basic safety a habit: wear a life 
jacket, carry the right equipment, 
know navigational rules and 
don't boat under the influence of 
intoxicants.

Of those, wearing a life jacket 
is the best thing you can do to 
help yourself survive, VanDyke 
said.

Last year, 13 people lost their 
lives in Washington while par-
ticipating in recreational water 
activities, according to Washing-
ton's recreational boating acci-
dent data. Of those victims, 77% 
were not wearing a life jacket.

From 2015 to 2020, Washing-
ton state fatality accident data 
show that 63% of victims were not 
wearing a life jacket; 85% were on 
vessels less than 19 feet long, and 
44% of fatalities occurred on hu-
man-powered vessels.

The thing about life jackets is 

you have to be wearing them, not 
just have them on your boat, Bar-
ton said. He estimates that fewer 
than 10% of the people he sees on 
the water are wearing life jackets.

"We had eight fatalities we 
dealt with last year. All of them 
were not wearing a life jacket," 
Barton said.

In Washington, all vessels 
(including canoes, kayaks and 
stand-up paddle boards) must 
carry at least one properly fit-
ted U.S. Coast Guard-approved 
life jacket for each person on 
board. However, only people be-
ing towed behind a boat, people 
on motor-powered personal wa-
tercraft and children 12 years or 
younger on moving boats 19 feet 
or smaller have to wear them.

Barton said most people try 
to stay dry when they're out on 
the water, but that's a mistake. 
Getting wet, splashing water on 
your face and body and letting 
yourself get used to the tempera-
ture can minimize cold water 
shock, he said.

In addition to the basic safety 
precautions, Lt. Alex Cropley, 
commanding officer of Coast 
Guard Station Seattle, pointed 

out a few new regulations and 
asked that people properly se-
cure and label small watercraft.

"There are so many paddlec-
raft and other small vessels that 
are unregistered, and when they 
are not secured and go adrift, we 
have to search," he said. Please 
help save time and resources by 
putting contact information on 
your watercraft, he said.

Experts offer several tips for 
staying safe on the water this 
summer:

• Know your limits: Swim-
ming in open water is harder 
than in a pool. Be cautious of 
sudden drop-offs in lakes and 
rivers, where swimmers can tire 
faster.

• Wear a life jacket and make 
sure it is properly fitted.

• Check river or stream con-
ditions with the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey at 253-428-3600, Ext. 
2635.

• Try to take two forms of 
communication, such as a cell-
phone, whistle, VHF radio or 
flares.

• Don't drink alcohol and 
don't smoke marijuana while 
boating.

• Don't overload boats with 
more people than a vessel has ca-
pacity to accommodate.

• Check the weather and the 
marine forecast on the National 
Weather Service website, weather.
gov/sew.

• If paddleboarding or kayak-
ing, dress appropriately for cold 
water and wear brightly colored 
clothing; wear a personal locat-
ing device and carry a whistle.

• Let friends know your 
planned route and when you ex-
pect to be back. File a float plan 
with the Coast Guard, which 
has an app dedicated to the rec-
reational boating community. 
Learn more about the app at 

uscg.mil/mobile/
• Write your name and contact 

information on small paddlec-
raft. The Coast Guard often finds 
derelict watercraft but can't tell if 
someone is missing or a craft sim-
ply broke away from a dock.

• If you find yourself in trou-
ble, get out of the water at any 
cost.

• If you're a bystander, throw 
a struggling person something 
to cling to; even a cooler or a seat 
cushion could help.

• If you're unable to help 
someone floundering in the wa-
ter, be a good witness and pro-
vide a starting point for search-
ers.

How to Stay Safe While on Western Washington Rivers, Lakes

Chronicle reporter Isabel Vander Stoep maneuvers around logs in the Chehalis River Monday in this photograph by Chronicle columnist Brian Mittge. 

ROCHESTER LUMBER
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By Tribune News Service

UVALDE, Texas — A gun-
man who killed 19 children and 
two teachers at a Texas elemen-
tary school in one of the deadli-
est school massacres in U.S. his-
tory barricaded himself inside a 
fourth-grade classroom, where 
all the fatalities and injuries oc-
curred, state and federal officials 
said Wednesday.

“He was able to barricade 
himself inside the classroom,” 
Lt. Christopher Olivarez, a Tex-
as Department of Public Safety 
spokesman, told the Los Ange-
les Times. “We’re still trying to 
confirm motive, what triggered 
him.”

The gunman opened fire in 
a single classroom, using a long 
rifle, possibly an AR-style gun, 
Olivarez said. Investigators are 
trying to determine where and 
how he obtained it.

The initial group of officers 
who responded to the shooting 

“were breaking windows — they 
shattered windows to help the 
teachers and students evacuate 
the school,” Olivarez said.

A total of 17 people were in-
jured, he said. All of the dead 
had been identified and their 
bodies removed from the school 
Wednesday, although the cam-
pus remained a crime scene and 
students were dismissed for the 
year.

The massacre in the pre-
dominantly working-class La-
tino city of about 16,000 people, 
roughly 50 miles from the Mex-
ico border, involved the most fa-
talities of any U.S. school shoot-
ing since 2012, when 20 children 
and six adults were killed at San-

dy Hook Elementary in New-
town, Connecticut.

Two teachers were among 
the dead, and several children 
were injured in the massacre. 
University Hospital in San An-
tonio said Wednesday that two 
victims — a 66-year-old woman 
and a 10-year-old girl who ar-
rived in critical condition — had 
improved and were now in seri-
ous condition. A 9-year-old girl 
and another 10-year-old girl 
were in good condition.

The gunman, whom officials 
identified as Salvador Ramos, 
an 18-year-old who attended a 
nearby high school, was fatally 
shot at the scene.

After shooting and wound-
ing his 66-year-old grandmoth-
er at her home in Uvalde, Ra-
mos got into his SUV and then 
crashed it into a ditch before ar-
riving at the elementary school, 

according to a law-enforcement 
source. Clad in black and re-
portedly wearing body armor, 
the gunman was captured on a 
security camera with at least one 
weapon visible as he approached 
the school.

At 11:43 a.m. Tuesday, Robb 
Elementary School went into 
lockdown.

About 34 minutes later, the 
Uvalde Consolidated Indepen-
dent School District announced 
on social media that there was 
an active shooter at the school.

“Law enforcement is on site,” 
the district said. “Your coopera-
tion is needed at this time by not 
visiting the campus. As soon as 
more information is gathered it 
will be shared. The rest of the 
district is under a Secure Status.”

The children at Robb El-
ementary were two days away 
from their summer break when 

the attacker burst into their 
classroom. Tuesday’s theme at 
the school was “Footloose and 
Fancy,” and students were sup-
posed to wear special outfits 
with fun or fancy shoes.

Among the victims was Ame-
rie Jo Garza, 10. Just that morn-
ing, she had posed at school for a 
photo, smiling as she clutched a 
bright certificate celebrating her 

“A-B” honor roll.
“Thank you everyone for the 

prayers and help trying to find 
my baby,” her father, Angel Gar-
za, wrote on Facebook shortly 
after midnight. “She’s been 
found. My little love is now fly-
ing high with the angels above. 
Please don’t take a second for 
granted. Hug your family. Tell 
them you love them. I love you 
Amerie Jo. Watch over your baby 
brother for me.”

Gov. Greg Abbott was sched-
uled to hold a news conference 
with state and local officials at 
Uvalde High School at 12:30 
p.m. CDT Wednesday to give an 
update on the state’s response to 
the shooting.

Henry Becerra, a pastor with 
City Church, which is based 
in Los Angeles and San Anto-
nio, traveled to Uvalde after the 
shooting to pray with families 
overnight and into Wednesday 
morning.

After meeting them at the 
civic center, Becerra went to 
some of their homes to pray 
with relatives in living rooms as 
mourners spilled into the yards.

“How many more moments 
of silence do we have to go 
through?” Becerra said as he 
stood with a half-dozen mem-

bers of his church outside the 
civic center late Tuesday.

“The last few days, the vul-
nerable people have been taken 
advantage of: a grocery store, a 
church and a school,” he said, al-
luding to recent mass shootings 
in Buffalo, New York, and La-
guna Woods, in Southern Cali-
fornia.

“We need to take action,” 
Becerra said, but “I don’t have an 
answer.”

Becerra said he saw families 
in the civic center being notified 
that their children had died in 
the attack.

“They screamed, they cried, 
they pulled their hair, they 
yelled, ‘Why?’ ” he said.

Uvalde’s mayor, Don 
McLaughlin, asked for prayers 
for the families of those who lost 
their lives so “God could sur-
round them with his love and 
comfort.”

“My heart is broken for them 
all,” he said in a Facebook post 
early Wednesday. “To our com-
munity — I know your hearts 
are broken.”

The Rev. Mike Marsh of St. 
Philips Episcopal Church in 
Uvalde, who met at the local 
hospital Tuesday with relatives 
of those unaccounted for, said 
local funeral homes planned to 
cover funeral costs. He said the 
city was paying for the burials, 
and a community memorial was 
planned at 7 p.m. Wednesday at 
the nearby fairgrounds.

“There’s going to be a lot 
of emotional trauma for stu-
dents, teachers and parents that 
needs to be addressed,” he said. 

“There’s no good answers.”

Texas School Shooting: All 19 Children, Two Adults Killed in Single Classroom

Allison Dinner /  AFP/Getty Images

A police officer takes flowers from a resident to be placed at a makeshift memorial 
outside Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, on May 25. 
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Millions of Imported 
Baby Formula Cans Are 
Heading to the U.S.,  
FDA Says
By Tribune News Service

Millions more cans of baby 
formula will be available in the 
U.S. in the coming months, the 
nation’s Food and Drug Admin-
istration said, detailing steps it’s 
taken to alleviate a shortage that 
has left families scrambling to fig-
ure out how to feed their babies. 

About 2 million cans of 
infant formula made by U.K.-
based company Kendal Nutri-
care are expected to arrive on 
U.S. store shelves starting next 
month after receiving special 
clearance from the FDA. The 
company has 40,000 cans in 
stock ready for immediate dis-
patch and the government is 
evaluating ways to get them on 
U.S. soil as quickly as possible. 
A Danone SA executive said the 
company is also helping U.S. au-
thorities prepare for shipments 
of its specialized formula. 

Word of new shipments 
comes ahead of a hearing on 
Wednesday where the FDA 
commissioner and a top Abbott 
Laboratories executive will be 
grilled by lawmakers seeking to 
get to the bottom of the nation-
wide infant formula shortage.

The agency also announced 
that it would be releasing rough-
ly 300,000 cans of Abbott’s spe-
cialty infant formula EleCare on 
a case-by-case basis. This would 
only be for individuals needing 
urgent, life-sustaining supplies 
of this specialty formula.

Abbott, the largest manufac-
turer of infant formula in the 
U.S., has been under scrutiny 
ever since its main facility in 
Michigan was closed after four 
babies who consumed formula 
made there were infected with 
cronobacter, and two of them 
died. The FDA stressed that al-
though some EleCare product 
was included in a recall of prod-
ucts from the facility, the cans 
that will be released were from 
different lots. As a precaution, 
they will undergo enhanced mi-
crobiological testing before they 
are shipped out. 

“We anticipate additional 
infant formula products may 
be safely and quickly imported 
into the U.S. in the near term 
based on ongoing discussions 
with manufacturers and suppli-
ers worldwide,” FDA Commis-
sioner Robert Califf said in the 
statement.

Christopher Calamari, Ab-
bott’s senior vice president 
of U.S. and Canada nutrition, 
will testify at a hearing of the 
House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce’s oversight 
subcommittee on Wednesday. 
Executives from other top for-
mula manufacturers are also 
scheduled to testify, including 
Scott Fitz, a vice president at 
Nestle SA’s Gerber, and Robert 
Cleveland, senior vice president 
at Reckitt Benckiser Group Plc, 
which makes Enfamil.

Lawmakers are likely to seek 
specific details on a whistle-blow-
er’s report that warned of serious 
safety issues at the plant and al-
leged that the company retali-
ated against any employee who 
raised concerns about practices at 

the plant. It took several months 
before the FDA took action on 
details from the report, and the 
agency has come under fire for its 
slow response to the complaints. 

Califf is also likely to be 
asked to discuss the root cause 
of the infant formula shortage. 

In prepared testimony pub-
lished ahead of the hearing, 
Califf detailed the agency’s in-
spection of the plant. “The total-
ity of evidence obtained during 
our inspection caused FDA to 
conclude that infant formulas 
produced at this plant were pro-
duced under insanitary condi-
tions and may be contaminated 
with cronobacter,” he said. 

This will be Califf ’s second 
time testifying on the topic. Last 
week, at a House Appropriations 
hearing, Califf skirted questions 
from lawmakers on the report, 
saying he wasn’t prepared to 
say who at the FDA received it 
when it was first given to offi-
cials there in October. However, 
he said he would go into more 
detail at this coming meeting. 

“I am committed to get back to 
you with specifics on what hap-
pened,” Califf said. 

U.S. Lacks Full Picture 
of Ransomware Attacks, 
Senate Panel Finds
By Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. government lacks a com-
plete picture of ransomware 
attacks that routinely cripple 
government and private sector 
networks, according to an in-
vestigation by Senate Homeland 
Security and Governmental Af-
fairs Committee staff.

The report, released Tuesday, 
also found that the government 
lacks information on how much 
ransom was paid — typically in the 
form of cryptocurrencies — by vic-
tims of such ransomware attacks.

“Cryptocurrencies, which al-
low criminals to quickly extort 
huge sums of money, can be ano-
nymized, and do not have con-
sistently enforced compliance 
with regulations, especially for 
foreign-based attackers, have fur-
ther enabled cybercriminals to 
commit disruptive ransomware 
attacks that threaten our national 
and economic security,” Sen. 
Gary Peters, D-Mich., chairman 
of the committee, said in a state-
ment accompanying the report.

The investigation found the 
federal government “lacks the 
necessary information to deter 
and prevent these attacks, and 
to hold foreign adversaries and 
cybercriminals accountable for 

perpetrating them,” Peters said.
In 2021, ransomware attacks 

affected at least 2,323 local gov-
ernments, schools and health 
care providers in the United 
States, according to the report.

“Many of these attacks gener-
ated significant losses and dam-
ages for victims,” the report said. 
Data from the FBI based on 
complaints from victims dur-
ing 2018-2020 showed “a 65.7 
percent increase in victim count 
and a staggering 705 percent in-
crease in adjusted losses.”

In 2021, the FBI received 3,729 
ransomware complaints, with 
adjusted losses totaling $49.2 mil-
lion, according to the report.

But the data “drastically un-
derestimates” the number of at-
tacks and ransoms paid, and the 
FBI considers the numbers to be 

“artificially low,” the report said.
The real cost of such attacks 

could range from several hun-
dred million dollars to as much 
as $10 billion, the report said.

Islamic State Operative 
Planned to Assassinate 
George W. Bush,    
Report Says
By Tribune News Service

DALLAS — An alleged Is-
lamic State operative based in 
Ohio was plotting to assassi-
nate former President George W. 
Bush and even traveled to Dallas 
late last year to survey his home, 
according to an exclusive Forbes 
report and recently unsealed 
court documents.

The alleged ISIS operative 
said he wanted to assassinate 
Bush because he felt the former 
president was responsible for 
killing Iraqis and destabilizing 
the country after the U.S. inva-
sion in 2003, according to an 
unsealed FBI search-warrant 
application obtained by Forbes. 
The alleged operative planned 
to smuggle assassins across the 
Mexican border to Dallas to kill 
the former president.

The news comes days after 
Bush, who was president from 
2001 to 2009, made headlines for 
a verbal faux pas when he said 
the invasion of Iraq was “wholly 
unjustified and brutal,” when he 
meant the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.

Republican leaders reacted 
with particular concern about 
smuggling assassins across the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

The alleged operative, whose 
name has not been released 
since no charges have been filed 
against him, had been in the 

U.S. since 2020 and had an asy-
lum application pending, Forbes 
reported. It is unclear if he has 
been arrested.

Investigators uncovered the 
plot through confidential infor-
mants and via the Meta-owned 
messaging platform WhatsApp, 
the report says.

Russian Troops Move to 
Encircle Strategic City in 
Eastern Ukraine
By Tribune News Service

KYIV, Ukraine — As the 
conflict in Ukraine enters its 
fourth month, Russian troops 
appeared Tuesday to be on the 
cusp of a breakthrough in the 
disputed Donbas region, with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy warning of difficult 
weeks ahead.

Russian forces have launched 
a campaign to encircle Severo-
donetsk — the easternmost 
point of the Donbas still under 
Ukrainian control — along with 
its sister city, Lysychansk, just to 
the south.

By Tuesday morning, after 
days of withering artillery du-
els along the eastern front, Rus-
sian troops were reported to have 
seized portions of Lyman, a town 
roughly 30 miles west of Severodo-
netsk, and blitzed into the village 
of Zolote, about nine miles south 
of Lysychansk. Those attacks and a 
Russian stab from north of Severo-
donetsk form a three-pronged of-
fensive to take the city.

“The intensity of fire on 
Severodonetsk has increased 
by multiple times — they are 
simply destroying the city,” Lu-
hansk Gov. Serhiy Haidai said 
in a TV interview. He echoed 
Zelenskyy’s overnight address to 
the nation, which accused Rus-
sian forces of “trying to destroy 
all living things” in the east.

“Literally,” Zelenskyy said. 
“Nobody destroyed Donbas as 
the Russian military does now.”

At the same time, authori-
ties in Mariupol, which Russia 
now controls in its most signifi-
cant gain of the war, announced 
the gruesome discovery of 200 
bodies in the basement of a col-
lapsed apartment building. The 
nearly obliterated southern city 
has endured some of the worst 
suffering of the war.

Zelenskyy also cited a Rus-
sian missile barrage that struck 
the village of Desna last week 
in northern Ukraine, killing 87 
people in one of the war’s deadli-
est single attacks, as he appealed 
for more arms from the U.S. and 
other supportive nations.
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To add upcoming events to 
the Community Calendar, email 
reporter Daniel Warn at dan@
chronline.com.

Toledo Thursday Market
May 26 at Steamboat Landing, 15 

Ramsey Way, Toledo;  2 to 6 p.m.
Since 2017, Toledo Thurs-

day Market brings handmade 
crafts, fresh cut flowers, farm 
eggs, artisan cheese, chocolate, 
baked goods and homegrown 
produce to the Toledo waterfront 
throughout the summer. On-
line ordering is available. Visit 
https://toledothursdaymarket.
com/ for more information.

Packwood Spring Flea Market
May 27-30, all through Packwood
Hundreds of vendors will be 

set up through Packwood Friday 
through Monday for the second 
flea market of the year. 

Community Garage/Yard Sale
May 27, 28 at Adna Grange #417, 123 

Dieckman Road in Adna; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
There will be inside and out-

side spaces are available in this 
sale.  Each 8'x8' space is $20 rent-
al.  Email adnagrange417@gmail.
com for information.

Centralia Farmers Market
May 27 at East Pine Street and Tower 

Avenue; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Centralia Farmers Mar-

ket runs every Friday through 
September.

Morton Farmers Market
May 28 at 700 Main Ave., Morton; 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Morton Farmers Mar-

ket runs every Saturday on the 
grassy area in front of Bob Lyle 
Community Center.

Tenino Farmers Market
May 28 in Downtown Tenino off of 

Sussex Avenue; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Tenino Farmers Market 

will run every Saturday through 
Sept. 24.

Kids Fish Pond Event
May 28-30 at Barrier Dam Camp-

grounds & Tackle Shop, 273 Fuller Road, 
Salkum; 10 a.m. Saturday to 2 p.m. 
Monday

Kids Fish free. The Friends of 
the Cowlitz hosts this fish pond 
event for kids to have fun while 
raising awareness about fish res-
toration. Friends of the Cowlitz 
is a nonprofit organization that 
accepts donations to raise fish in 
net pens.

Memorial Day Display
May 28 at 622 N. Tower Ave. Centralia; 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Come visit America's Team 

Museum for displays focused on 
remembering the military histo-
ry of our area and the people that 
served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Various military history groups 
from the Northwest are expected 
to attend and there will be inside 
displays ranging from Centralia's 
Armistice Day Tragedy to Desert 
Storm. 

Greenwood Memorial Park 
Rededication

May 28 at Greenwood Memorial Park; 
11 a.m. to noon

A formal rededication cer-
emony for Centralia’s Green-
wood Memorial Park will occur 
with a tribute to all the folks who 
have been buried there, includ-
ing many veterans. A member of 
a Gold Star family will be hon-
ored on behalf of all the Gold 
Star families that have loved ones 
buried in the cemetery. Gold 

Star families are those who have 
loved ones who died in service in 
the country. There will be a flag 
ceremony.

Potato Bake 
May 28 at  at Adna Grange #417, 123 

Dieckman Road in Adna; 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.

The price is $7 and includes 
toppings, salad, beverage and 
dessert.

Acoustic Music Jam
June 3 at Faith Baptist Church 436 

Coal Creek Road, Chehalis; 10 a.m. to 
noon

Join the Washington Old 
Time Fiddlers Association for 
its monthly acoustic music jam. 
The jam is free and open to the 
public and musicians of all ages 
and abilities are encouraged to 
come and join in the fun. Cof-
fee, tea and snacks will be avail-
able and folks do not have to be 
a musician to attend. For more 
information call 360-791-5185 or 
go to www.WOTFA.org.

Meet a Master Gardener
June 4 at Pioneer West Garden & Pet 

Center, 710 N. Tower Ave., Centralia; 
10:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Three free classes will be held. 
From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. “Un-
usual Containers for Plants” will 
be taught. From 1 to 2 p.m. “Or-
namental Noxious Weeds and-
Native Plant Alternatives” will 
be taught. And from 3 to 4 p.m. 

“Carnivorous Plants and Seed 
Starting” will be taught. 

Local Mushroom Club Meeting
June 7, at the WSU office, 17 SW Cas-

cade St., Chehalis; 6 p.m.

This SWMS meeting will fea-
ture the blockbuster movie “Fan-
tastic Fungi.” This movie won a 

number of awards and is a tour 
de force, a perfect way to learn 
how fungi are saving the earth. 
Along the way, see the beauty 
hidden all around.

Autoimmunity 101
June 8 at Nature Nurture Farmacy, 176 

NE School St., Chehalis; 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Learn about common auto-

immune triggers and nutrition/
lifestyle shifts to help you feel 
back to normal. With nutrition-
ist Ashley McEntyre. Classes are 
$25 and spots can be reserved 
online at naturenurturefarmacy.
org/events or by calling us at 
360-996-4387. Or stop in during 
open hours.

Cruzin' To The Museum
June 11 at the Lewis County Veterans 

Memorial Museum, 100 SW Veterans 
Way, Chehalis; 3 p.m. until dark

This is an event produced 
and sponsored by the Veterans 
Memorial Museum. It is open 
to all car clubs and individuals. 
All types of cars are welcome to 
participate. There will be live 
bands, prizes, trophies, a month-
ly costume theme, contests, food 
trucks, vendors and of course 
acres of vehicles. Another factor 
will be when the sun goes down 
a drive-in movie will show. The 
event runs every second Satur-
day of the month through Au-
gust. Call 360-740-8875 or visit 
http://bit.ly/cruzintothemuzeum 
for more information.

Herbal Nervines
June 15 at Nature Nurture Farmacy, 

176 NE School St., Chehalis; 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Join Dr Alicia Spalding, ND 

and learn about herbs to support 
the nervous system. Classes are 
$25 and spots can be reserved 
online at naturenurturefarmacy.
org/events or by calling us at 

360-996-4387. Or stop in during 
open hours.

Pints with Purpose
June 16 at Newaukum Golf Course, 153 

Newaukum Golf Drive, Chehalis; 5 to 9 p.m.
Join the Newaukum Golf 

Course for the first-ever “Pints 
with Purpose” event. Raise a glass 
in support of United Way’s im-
portant mission of lifting families 
out of poverty in the community. 

There will be local breweries, 
cideries and winners with live 
entertainment and raffle prizes.

Movies in the Park
June 16, Recreation Park, Chehalis; 7 p.m.
“Clifford The Big Red Dog” 

will show at dusk. Popcorn, 
snacks and water will be avail-
able. Bring blankets and chairs 
for a comfortable viewing.

United Way of Lewis County Golf 
Tournament

Friday, June 17 at Newaukum Golf 
Course, 153 Newaukum Golf Drive, Che-
halis; 10 a.m.

Register for this tourna-
ment at https://www.lewis-
countyuw.com/civicrm/event/
register?reset=1&id=297.

 Rochester Swede Day
June 18 in Rochester; all day
Visit Rochestercitizensgroup-

swedehall.net or Rochester Citi-
zens Group on Facebook for in-
formation,

Sunday Dances
June 19 at Rochester’s Swede Hall, 

18543 Albany Street SW, Rochester; 1:30 
to 4 p.m.

The Swede Hall’s Sunday 
dances are back after two years 
off due to COVID-19. Call 360-
273-7974 for more information.

Community Calendar

SERVANDO ROOFING CONTRACTOR
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Call (360) 920-9452
Free Estimates

Liscensed, Bonded & Insured
LIC#SERVACJ8340G

C
H

615658

C
H

610679

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS: Ads will run in the  Business & Service Directory for 30 consecutive publishing days without 
changes to copy or layout. If you have any questions, please call Customer Service at (360) 736-3311. Chapter 18.27.100 of 
the Revised Code of Washington requires that all advertisements for construction-related services  include the contractor’s 
current Department of Labor and Industries registration number in the advertisement. Failure to obtain a Certificate of 
Registration from L&I or to show the registration number in all advertising will result in a fine up to $5000 against the 
unregistered contractor. For more information, call Labor & Industries Specialty Compliance Services Division at (800) 647-
0982 or check L&I’s website at: www.lni.wa.gov. If you have any questions, or to place an ad please call Customer Service 
at (360) 736-3311.

D I R E C T O R Y
and

MOERKSPO72N5 *Licensed and Bonded* MOERKSP981DA

Water Wells, Pumps, Pressure Tanks, 
Filtration, Electrical

Local Friendly Service!!

748-3805
1162 NW State Ave.
Chehalis, WA 98532

CH601103

WELLS, PUMPS & FILTERS

Air Conditioners | Air Handlers 
Ductless Systems | Duct Cleaning

Heat Pumps

Making you comfortable 
in your home  
since 1962!

Dedicated to your Comfort Since 1962

• Heating • Cooling • Roofing
24-Hour Emergency Line

360-748-9221
chehalissheetmetal.com • CHEHASM252MH

C
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601108

Call For A FREE Estimate

ROOFING

360-266-0158
www.StorageChehalis.com

AVAILABLE NOW!

CH601119

132 Estep Rd, Chehalis, WA 98532

MINI STORAGE

STORAGE
ADVERTISE 

HERE
$13500/Month

Get your ad in today 
at 360-736-3311

General Contractor, LLC

Free Estimate!
Call Alex, 360-463-2654

Licensed & Insured
604-211-423
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 Curtain/French 
 Drains

• General 
 Landscape

• Land Clearing

• Yard Cleanup

• Fence 
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 Walls
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• Pavers
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& More!
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CONTRACTOR

• Signs
• Banners
• Vehicle Graphics

• Stamps
• Business Cards
• & More!

360-736-6322 
321 N. Pearl Street, 

Centralia, WA 

We Can It!

CH601121

PRINTING
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phone 360-623-7177 | www.ExodusElectric.net
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LEWIS COUNTY + 
SURROUNDING 
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Jeff Olson OWNER

ELECTRICAL



Main 16 •  The Chronicle, Centralia/Chehalis, Wash., Thursday, May 26, 2022 NORTHWEST

By Paige Cornwell 

The Seattle Times

The unnaturally large black 
bear that evaded capture on the 
Eastside for more than two years 
was trapped and killed near Is-
saquah last week, wildlife offi-
cials said Tuesday.

The 5-year-old bear was cap-
tured in the Squak Mountain 
area, where he was spotted raid-
ing garbage, bird feeders and 
fruit trees dozens of times over 
nearly three years, according to 
the Washington state Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife.

The capture in the Squak 
Mountain area was a sad con-
clusion of the search for the bear 
that had taken on greater ur-
gency because he was frequently 
seen in residential areas and was 
wearing a collar that had grown 
too tight. Wildlife officials spent 
significant time and resources 
trying to trap him, catching five 
other bears during the process.

WDFW made the deci-
sion to "lethally remove" the 
bear because he was seriously 

overweight — he weighed 352 
pounds, and the normal weight 
for a similar-aged bear is about 
200 pounds — and because of 
his habit of getting into human-
provided food sources.

"It was determined this be-
havior would continue if the bear 
was relocated," the department 
said Tuesday in a news release.

The bear had been wear-
ing a collar that was designed 
to fall off, but for some reason 
hadn't. WDFW said the col-
lar eventually fell off before the 
bear's capture and had caused a 
one-inch blister around its neck, 
but hadn't caused any additional 
injuries.

On a motion-activated cam-

era, the bear can be seen drag-
ging a full garbage bag before 
going into a culvert trap that 
had recently been set up after 
residents reported seeing the 
animal in the area. The wildlife 
department received more than 
50 tips from the public about the 
bear's whereabouts.

Biologists responded early 
Friday morning and sedated the 
bear, then assessed his health. 
The decision to euthanize the 
bear weighed heavily on the 
wildlife officials, department 
spokesperson Chase Gunnell 
said.

"None of us got into wildlife 
conservation and management 
to put down animals habituated 
to human-provided food sourc-
es," Gunnell said in an email. 

"But as tough as it was, it was the 
right call in this case. We hope 
it's a wake-up call for folks all 
across Washington, and espe-
cially in King County suburbs, 
to secure their trash and remove 
bird feeders and other bear at-
tractants."

Though it's possible to re-

habilitate a bear, it's most com-
monly used for orphan cubs 
who can, with careful methods, 
still be released into the wild, ac-
cording to Gunnell.

But once a bear learns to as-
sociate humans with food, reha-
bilitators can't effectively change 
what they've learned. Adult 
bears aren't put in zoos or facili-
ties "for humanitarian reasons," 
as placing them in confined 
spaces with other bears or near 
humans is extremely stressful 
and could lead to signs of seri-
ous mental illness, such as self-
harm.

The bear was originally 
captured in 2019 near Tiger 
Mountain as part of a research 
project on black bears, of which 
there are about 25,000 to 30,000 
throughout Washington. He 
was fitted with a GPS collar 
with a cotton spacer designed 
to make the collar fall off with-
in two to three years, then re-
captured a year later on Tiger 
Mountain. WDFW lost track of 
him in May 2020, when the GPS 
stopped working.

Western Washington Bear That Evaded Capture for Years Is Caught, Killed 

The bear that was euthanized is pictured in this Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife photograph. 

News in Brief
Gov. Inslee Tests 
Positive for COVID, With 
‘Very Mild Symptoms’
By The Seattle Times

Gov. Jay Inslee has tested 
positive for COVID-19 and is 
experiencing “very mild symp-
toms,” including a cough, his of-
fice announced Wednesday.

Inslee, who is fully vacci-
nated and has had two booster 
shots, took a rapid antigen test 
that came back positive Wednes-
day, his office said in a news re-
lease. He is working from home 
and consulting with his doctors 
to set up antiviral treatments.

“I am experiencing very mild 
symptoms and am most glad 
I’m vaccinated and boosted,” In-
slee, 71, said in a statement. “I 
hope others consider getting 

their booster because it’s very 
effective in preventing serious 
illness.”

Inslee’s communications di-
rector, Jaime Smith, added in a 
statement: “Aside from having 
a slight cough, the governor is 
feeling well and in typical good 
spirits.

“He is working from home 
and will soon receive antiviral 
treatments. As we’re seeing, the 
current COVID variants are 
extremely contagious and vacci-
nations remain the most impor-
tant tool to protecting ourselves 
against serious illness, hospital-
ization and death. We hope every 
eligible Washingtonian takes ad-
vantage of these life-saving tools.”

Citing rising infections and 
hospitalizations from COVID-19, 
state public health officials are 
again urging Washingtonians to 
wear face masks indoors.

No new mandates have been 
issued.

King County Health 
Officials Investigating 
Area’s First Presumptive 
Monkeypox Case
By The News Tribune

Seattle-King County health 
officials announced Monday 
they are investigating a “pre-
sumptive” case of monkeypox 
virus infection.

The case was reported to 
Public Health — Seattle & King 
County on Sunday, according to 
the agency.

The case “is in an adult male 
with international travel in the 
past month to a country that has 
also reported monkeypox cases 

recently,” the health department 
said in a release Monday.

“Public Health is working 
with the patient and the patient’s 
health care providers to identify 
individuals who may have been 
in contact with the patient while 
he was infectious,” according 
to the release. “The individual 
is isolating and does not pose a 
risk to others at this time.”

It added, “We have not iden-
tified any high-risk exposures in 
King County, and we are follow-
ing up with people who had po-
tential low risk exposures.”

The individual was not hospi-
talized and is recovering at home, 
according to Monday’s release.

“The public and healthcare 
providers should be aware of 
the growing international mon-
keypox outbreak,” said Dr. Jeff 
Duchin, Health Officer for 
Public Health — Seattle & King 

County. “At this time, we have 
no evidence that monkeypox 
is spreading locally, but if there 
are unrecognized cases, that is a 
possibility.”

At least 160 confirmed cases 
of monkeypox that have been 
reported this month in non-
African countries, according to 
monitoring site Global.health.

Monkeypox is a rare viral 
illness rarely seen outside of the 
11 countries in Africa that have 
reported cases.

In a news conference Mon-
day, Duchin told reporters, 

“Although I would not be sur-
prised to see additional cases of 
monkeypox, I don’t think that 
poses anywhere near the threat 
that COVID-19 poses. Because 
I don’t think we’ll see levels of 
transmission (as with COVID). 
I think it will ultimately be 
brought under control.”

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. FINANCING FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS ON SELECT NEW KUBOTAS!*

* 0% Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota BX, B, LX, L, MX, M60 & M4 equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. 
Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. Some exceptions apply. Terms subject to change. Offers expire 6/30/22. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For 
more information, see Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com. † For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1271-24-147027-3

WE HAVE YOUR NEW KUBOTAWE HAVE YOUR NEW KUBOTAWE HAVE YOUR NEW KUBOTA

 BX23S
• 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• Fully Integrated Tractor/Loader/Backhoe
• Swift-Tach Loader System • Foldable ROPS

 Z422KW-54 
• 24 Gross HP,† 2-Cylinder Gasoline Engine
• Steel Welded 54” Mower Deck
• Deluxe Adjustable Suspension Seat With 3 Inches Of Travel

 L4060HST-LE
• 42 Gross HP,† 4-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• ROPS & Cab Models Available
• Performance-Matched Implements Available

 LX2610SUHSD
• 24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 3-Range Hydrostatic (HST) Transmission 
• Standard Rear PTO

Jennings Equipment
244 Hamilton Road • Chehalis, WA

360-748-3110
jenningsequipment.com

KUBOTA FIELD EVENT 
COMING JUNE 11TH! 

DON’T MISS IT!

 L3902HST
• 37.5 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• Hydrostatic (HST) or Gear-Drive Transmission
• 4WD

 



By Alec Dietz

alec@chronline.com

OLYMPIA — Moments af-
ter Centralia golfer Von Wasson 
took home fourth place at the 2A 
State Golf Championships, a day 
removed from holding the top 
spot and bouncing back from a 
tough first hole Wednesday, the 
sophomore was hunched over 
the table in front of the score-
board, staring down his scores 
and the few names in front of 
him.

Wasson shot a 69 Tuesday, 
and golfed in the last group 

among the state’s best for the 
gold, but suffered a glaring 
setback on the very first hole 
Wednesday morning on Day 2. 

Before he could even really 
get going, Wasson sent a shot 
toward a tree, and it never came 
down. The sophomore took a 
two-stroke penalty right off the 
bat, and had to battle back all 
day to get over the hump. 

Ten holes later, the ball fi-
nally came down after another 
golfer sent a ball into the very 
same tree. 

“He had a really tough start,” 
Centralia coach Hal Gronseth 

said. “The two-stroke penalty 
was totally freaky, I’ve never 
seen it happen. He missed a cou-
ple puts but he’s a sophomore 
kid and played really well. He’s 
playing against quality golf.”

Wasson had another couple 
tough holes looking to dig out 
of a quick hole, and ended up 
three-over with a second day 
score of 75. His two-day total 
added up to 144, good for fourth 
overall in the state. 

Despite the high finish, Was-
son was left wanting more im-
mediately following the 18th 
hole, staring at the scoreboard 

Wednesday afternoon in Olym-
pia. 

“There’s always room for im-
provement, I’ll be here next year, 
for sure,” Wasson said. “It’s go-
ing to drive me to get the first 
place trophy for sure. I should’ve 
gotten it this year, but it doesn’t 
always click how you want it to.”

Wasson’s finish also helped 
the Tigers finish eighth as a 
team, with brother Cole Was-
son finishing 26th overall with a 
two-day total of 158. Cole Was-
son shot a 79 both days of the 
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HANGING UP THE HAT: 
 Olson Prepares to Finish 
Career That Spanned 
Nearly Three Decades
By Eric Trent

etrent@chronline.com

No more waking up at 3 a.m. 
to pore over pitching and hitting 
statistics of opposing teams. No 
more watching game film while 
every normal person sleeps.

Pe Ell-Willapa Valley soft-
ball coach Ken Olson — whose 
high school softball coaching 
career spans 27 years and over 
400 wins — is hanging up his 

hat. He confirmed his retire-
ment to The Chronicle in early 
May.

Olson first got his coaching 
start back in 1993 with a 12U 
recreation fastpitch team. At 
the same time, Centralia High 
School athletic director Steve 
Sorenson was looking for some-
one to take over for legendary 
coach Ron Brown, who had 
been helming the Tigers’ slow-
pitch softball team. Now, the 
Tigers were looking to convert 
to fastpitch.

Roger Gonzalez, a local 
pitching coach, mentioned to 
Sorenson that the only guy he 
could think of was Ken Olson.

“So Steve called me and at 
the beginning I said no,” Olson 
said. “And then I got to think-
ing about it and I thought, ‘You 
know what? I enjoy doing this so 
why not?’”

Olson’s first year with the Ti-
gers, they went 1-15 — dead last 
in the league.

“I’m thinking, ‘What did I get 
myself into here?’” Olson said. “I 
really wasn’t very good. I was a 
rec coach for gosh sakes. Played 
a lot of baseball but I didn’t have 
a lot of experience in fastpitch. 
But I wasn’t gonna let that stop 
me.”

Ken Olson, Longtime Softball Coach, to Retire After Season
Prep Softball

Eric Trent / etrent@chronline.com

Pe Ell-Willapa Valley coach Ken Olson talks to Payton Peterson on third base dur-
ing a home game against Forks on April 1. please see OLSON, page B6

Prep Golf

Alec Dietz / alec@chronline.com

Centralia’s Von Wasson competes on Day 2 of the 2A state boys golf championships Wednesday at Capital City Golf Course in Olympia.

Wasson Finishes Fourth at State

Prep Track & Field
Who to Watch 
Watch at the 
State Track 
Championships
By Alec Dietz

alec@chronline.com

Just one track meet remains 
for Chronicle-area athletes this 
upcoming weekend with the 
biggest stakes: the 2022 State 
Championships taking place in 
Tacoma and Cheney. 

In the smaller school ranks, 
1B, 2B, and 1A, the venue will be 
at Eastern Washington Univer-
sity on the red track in Cheney, 
while the larger schools — 2A, 
3A, and 4A — compete at Mount 
Tahoma Stadium in Tacoma. 

Events will begin on Thurs-
day with Saturday hosting the 
Finals in most events. 

Before then, check out a 
couple names and local athletes 
to watch out for in Cheney and 
Tacoma. 

2A: Seth Hoff, Kambriah Simper 
and Kyla McCallum

W.F. West has had a strong 
track season, especially on the 
girls side, but perhaps no athlete 
has had a stronger end to their 
season than field event aficio-
nado Seth Hoff. 

The senior took home mul-
tiple district titles last week and 
heads into the state champion-
ships in Tacoma with plenty of 
momentum, ranking in the top-
10 in the state in the javelin, pole 
vault, and high jump. Hoff will 
also compete in the long jump at 
the state meet. 

On the girls side, javelin 
pair Kyla McCallum and Kam-
briah Simper have gone back 
and forth all season, and cur-
rently Simper has the long mark, 
ranking third in the state with a 
119 foot throw at the Evergreen 
League Championships. 

please see TRACK, page B2please see GOLF, page B3

FEATURINGFEATURING  
Waypoint CabinetryWaypoint Cabinetry

FOR
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DECADE!

COME IN TODAY FOR  
YOUR FREE ESTIMATES  
360-245-27156 MONTHS SAME AS CASH O.A.C. 

1793 NE Kresky Ave • Chehalis, WA 98532 • homecarpet.net  
GRANITE • TILE • PERGO • VINYL • CARPET • AREA RUGS • CABINETS  • WATERPROOF FLOORING

HUGE SELECTION  
FREE UPGRADES

FREE DESIGN SERVICES   

CH615872
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McCallum’s 117 foot, 11 inch 
toss at the district champion-
ships is good for fourth. 

1A: Gavin Watson, Trinity Tafoya
Over in Stone City, Gavin 

Watson has been one of the most 
consistent performers in the area, 
ranking fourth in class 1A in the 
long jump with a personal best 
leap of 21 feet, 4.25 inches and 
also qualifying for state in the 
shot put. 

For the girls, Trinity Tafoya 
was the only other individual to 
qualify for the state meet for the 
Beavers, and ranks seventh in 

1A in the shot put with a 34 foot 
throw at a meet in Winlock ear-
lier this season. 

The Beavers boys 4x100 me-
ter relay team also qualified for 
the big meet. 

2B: Jeremiah Nubbe, Lucas Dahl, 
Jordan Koetje, Addison Hall
Sick of hearing about Jer-

emiah Nubbe? Well too bad. The 
Washington state record holder 
and University of Texas track 
signee in the discus is represent-
ing Rainier High School for the 
final time at state this weekend 
in Cheney, and barring catas-
trophe, will win easily, holding 
Class 2B’s best mark by over 50 
feet. 

Nubbe also boasts the top 

shot put mark in 2B and is sec-
ond in the javelin to Toledo’s 
Carson Olmstead by three feet. 

Though a false start pre-
vented Lucas Dahl from four po-
tential state titles, the Napavine 
speedster will still have the 
chance to win three, holding the 
top 2B marks in the 200 meters 
and 4x100 meter relay, and the 
second best leap in the long jump, 
just six and a half inches back of 
Okanogan’s Rajay Britton. 

On the girls side, Morton-
White Pass’ Jordan Koetje could 
be a three-event state winner, 
holding the top marks in the 100 
meters, the 300-meter hurdles, 
and holding a top-10 place in the 
200 meters and as part of MWP’s 
4x100-meter relay. 

Winlock’s Addison Hall is 

also an athlete to watch out for. 
Her personal best throw in the 
Central 2B Championships in 
the discus of 126 feet, 9 inches is 
the top mark in Class 2B. 

1B: Charlie Carper, Teaguen 
Weise, Carter Phelps, Mossyrock 
boys 4x100

Finally in Class 1B, Pe Ell’s 
Charlie Carper might be one of 
the most well-rounded athletes at 
her level. 

Carper holds top-10 marks in 
the state in all four of her events: 
the long jump (15 feet, 8 inches), 
100 meters (13.12), 200 meters 
(28.02), and 100-meter hurdles 
(16.56). Her 100-meter hurdles 
time is good for first in Class 1B, 
nearly a half second faster than 
second. 

Mossyrock’s Teaguen Weise 

is also an accomplished sprinter, 
holding top-10 marks in the 100 
meters (13.08), 200 meters (27.71), 
and as part of Mossyrock’s 4x100 
meter relay team (53.73) and 
4x200 meter relay team (1:54.34). 

For the boys, Pe Ell’s Carter 
Phelps is one of the top hurdlers 
in the state as a sophomore, hold-
ing the second-best mark in the 
110-meter hurdles (16.44) and 
third-best in the 300-meter hur-
dles (43.61) in Class 1B. 

Mossyrock’s boys 4x100-
meter relay team composed of 
Ben Cruz, Austin Barnes, Tevita 
Stajduhar, and Kainen Zavodsky 
also boast a top-5 time in the 
state at 46.34, just a second be-
hind Crosspoint’s 1B-best mark 
of 45.20. 

Track
Continued from page B1

2B Track & Field

File Photos / The Chronicle

Left: Morton-White Pass’ Jordan Koetje runs in the Central 2B League championships in Rainier on May 13. Right: Rainier’s Jeremiah Nubbe throws the discus n the Central 2B League championships in Rainier 
on May 13.

Koetje, Nubbe Named C2BL Track Athletes of the Year
By The Chronicle staff

Rainier’s Jeremiah Nubbe 
and Morton-White Pass’ Jordan 
Koetje were named the Central 
2B League’s Athletes of the Year 
for the spring track and field 
season in a vote by the league’s 
coaches.

Nubbe and Koetje headline 
the local athletes competing 
in the 2B state track and field 
championships, starting Thurs-
day at Eastern Washington Uni-
versity in Cheney.

Nubbe, on the boys side, has 
the best discus and shot put 
marks in the 2B ranks. His 207-
foot, 4-inch discus toss is cur-
rently the second-best mark in 
the country, behind only Brett 
Schwartz of Kansas (210-7). He 

had the best discus toss in the 
C2BL this season by over 70 feet, 
and his best shot put mark of 
the season — 55-8 — is the best 
C2BL mark by just shy of 10 feet 
and the best 2B toss in the state 
by almost 9 feet. 

Nubbe, a senior, also has the 
second-best javelin toss in the 
state (170-4), behind only To-
ledo’s Carson Olmstead (173-7).

Koetje, meanwhile, has the 
best 100-meter time in the 2B 
ranks at 12.70 seconds. She also 
took first in the 100, the 200 and 
the 300 hurdles at the C2BL and 
District 1/4 championships and 
ran a leg of the 4x100 relay team 
that took second at both the 
C2BL and District 1/4 meets.

Here are the complete C2BL 

All-League lists.

Boys Track and Field
FIRST TEAM: Jordan Stout, 

Adna; Jay Peonio, Kalama; Lu-
cas Dahl, Napavine; Dylan Da-
vis, Rainier; Thomas Ronne, 
Rainier; Carson Olmstead, To-
ledo; Conner Olmstead, Toledo; 
Treyton Mary, Toledo; Zack 
Smith, Toledo; Landon Nielsen, 
Wahkiakum.

SECOND TEAM: Tristan Ridley, 
Adna; Max Cox, Kalama; Asher 
Sympson, MWP; Matt Cooper, 
MWP; Riley Carter, Onalaska; 
Chase Mac Farland, Rainier; 
Harbor Lees, Rainier; Ryan 
Doidge, Rainier; Hudson Hol-
zhauer, Stevenson; Kasey Ditlef-

sen; Stevenson; Tucker Wyn-
inger, Stevenson; Chase Lynn, 
Toutle Lake; Chase Trodahl, 
Winlock.

HONORABLE MENTION: Chase 
Leigh, Kalama; Hunter Brackett, 
MWP; Evan Kunkel, Napavine; 
Mario Lara, Napavine; Kole 
Taylor, Onalaska; Joshhill Tilton, 
Toledo; Collin Regalado, Win-
lock; Isaac Ramirez, Winlock.

Girls Track and Field
FIRST TEAM: Faith Wellander, 

Adna; Ayricka Hughes, MWP; 
Keira O’Neill, Napavine; Melis-
sa Reiman, Onalaska; Autumn 
Kenney, Rainier; Selena Niemi, 
Rainier; Olivia Fauth, Steven-
son; Ramy Nielson, Stevenson; 

Sydney Cole, Stevenson; Reigha 
Niemeyer, Wahkiakum; Addi-
son Hall, Winlock.

SECOND TEAM: Lillian Welland-
er, Adna; Meili Wolf, Adna; 
Alena Ross, Kalama; Kailey Shi-
pley, Kalama; Acacia Murphy, 
Rainier; Faith Boesch, Rainier; 
Isabella Holmes, Rainier; Eva 
Battistoni, Stevenson; Lyndzie 
Filla, Toledo.

HONORABLE MENTION: Lillian 
Boyd, Adna; Reagan Naillon, 
Adna; Bethany Lozier, Kalama; 
Marin Ripp, Kalama; Miranda 
Sparks, MWP; Ella Marvin, 
Rainier; Alaska Jones, Ste-
venson; Jasmine Kemmerer, 
Toledo; Karley Harris, Toledo; 
Layni Brandhorst, Toutle Lake.

SCOREBOARD
Local Schedules
THURSDAY, May 26
Track
 1B/2B/1A State Champion-
ships at Eastern Washington 
University (Cheney)
 2A/3A/4A State Champion-
ships at Mt. Tahoma High 
School

FRIDAY, May 27
Baseball
2A Championships at Yakima
 W.F. West vs. Tumwater, 1 p.m.
Softball
2B Championships at Yakima
 Toledo vs. Okanogan, 10 a.m.
 Rainier vs. Liberty (Spangle), 
10 a.m.
 PWV vs. Toledo/Okanogan, 2 
p.m.
 Adna vs. Kittitas/Forks, 2 p.m.
2A Championships at Selah
 W.F. West vs. Sequim, 10 a.m.
 Tumwater vs. North Kitsap, 10 
a.m.
 Rochester vs. Lynden, 10 a.m.
Track
 1B/2B/1A State Champion-
ships at Eastern Washington 
University (Cheney)
 2A/3A/4A State Champion-
ships at Mt. Tahoma High 
School
Tennis
1A State Championships at 
Yakima Tennis Club
First Round
 Megan Letts (Tenino) vs. Ellen 
Wickham (Connell)
2A State Championships at 
Nordstrom Center, Seattle
First Round
 Javyn Han (WFW) vs. Kellam 
Adams (Selah)

 Justin Chang (WFW) vs. Mat-
thew Ruiz (Anacortes)
 Landon Kaut/Brandon Yeung 
(Centralia) vs. Garretson/Young 
(Selah) 
 Joseph Chung/Aaron Boggess 
(WFW) vs. Garrett Rhoads/Ryan 
Williams (North Kitsap)
 Liza Hopkins/Maddie Corwin 
(Centralia) vs. Kalanie New-
comb/Adia Newcomb (Lynden)

SATURDAY, May 28
Baseball
 2A State Championships at 
County Stadium, Yakima
Softball
 2B State Championships 
at Gateway Sports Complex, 
Yakima
 2A State Championships at 
Carlon Park, Selah
Track
 1B/2B/1A State Champion-
ships at Eastern Washington 
University (Cheney)
 2A/3A/4A State Champion-
ships at Mt. Tahoma High 
School

Local Results
Saturday’s Games
Softball
At Shelton
LOGGERS 7, VIKINGS 6
Mossyrock 100 400 1 — 6 5 6
Darrington 034 000 X — 7 5 2
 Mossyrock Pitching — 
Cournyer 7 IP, 5 H, 7 Ks; 
Highlights — Brooks 1-3, 3B; 
Hadaller 1-3, 2B; Schwartz 1B, 
RBI; Stone 1-1; Villalba 1-4

By The Chronicle staff
Mossyrock’s 2022 softball 

season came to a close on Sat-
urday with a tight 7-6 loss to 
Darrington in the District 1/2/4 
crossover game in Shelton.

The Vikings (10-5) fell in a 7-1 
deficit after three innings and 
rallied back over the remainder 
of the game, but couldn’t quite 
close the gap.

“We just dug ourselves a hole 
early,” Mossyrock coach Keith 

Coleman said, pointing out 
the Vikings’ six errors came in 
the second and third innings 

— when Darrington scored the 
entirety of its runs. “It just didn’t 
fall our way.”

Hailey Brooks went 1 for 3 
with a three-run triple. Jolee 
Hadaller hit a double, Taylor 
Schwartz hit an RBI single, and 
Lois Stone and Kimberly Villal-
ba added hits.

“It was a good learning expe-

rience, and I’m proud of them,” 
Coleman said. “They battled 
back. I think if we played them 
a few more times it might be the 
other way around. It just wasn’t 
our day.”

The Vikings won the 1B Co-
lumbia Valley League champi-
onship, but lost to Naselle in the 
District 4 championship game. 
They’ll return the bulk of their 
roster and graduate seniors Had-
aller and Villalba.

Saturday’s 1B Softball
Mossyrock Falls to Darrington in District Crossover

Prep Tennis

By The Chronicle staff

A trio of singles players and 
another three-stack of doubles 
pairs will represent Lewis and 
South Thurston county at the 
2022 Tennis State Champion-
ships this upcoming weekend in 
Seattle and Yakima. 

Starting Friday, Tenino’s Me-
gan Letts will compete in the 1A 
tournament in Yakima alone in 
a loser-out first round matchup 
against Connell’s Ellen Wick-

ham. If Letts can get past Wick-
ham, she would advance to play 
at least two more matches look-
ing to place. 

Elsewhere at the 2A tourna-
ment in the Nordstrom Center 
on the University of Washington 
campus in Seattle, Centralia’s 
top boys pair of Landon Kaut 
and Brandon Yeung will take on 
Selah’s Quetin Garretson and 
Malachi Young, and its top girls 
pair and district runner-up in 
Liza Hopkins and Maddie Cor-

win will take on Lynden’s Adia 
and Kalanie Newcomb. 

W.F. West is also sending a 
couple of boys, top pair Joseph 
Chung and Aaron Boggess will 
take on Garrett Rhoads and 
Ryan Williams on North Kitsap 
on Friday in the first round, and 
singles players Justin Chang and 
Javyn Han will also be in action. 

Matches start up at 8 a.m. on 
Friday at the Nordstrom Center 
and Yakima Tennis Club on Fri-
day. 

Who to Watch in the State Tennis Championship

Gonzaga Matches 
Program Record with 
9 Players on WCC All-
Conference Teams
By The Spokesman-Review

Gonzaga baseball collected 
many postseason awards after 
navigating its best West Coast 
Conference schedule in pro-

gram history.
Mark Machtolf was coach of 

the year, Cade McGee was fresh-
man of the year and Connor Co-
balles was defensive player of the 
year.

The 10th-ranked Zags 
matched a program-record nine 
selections.

McGee totaled 30 hits — sec-
ond most on the team — and 
46 total bases in his first season 

with the Bulldogs. McGee is 
the first Gonzaga player since 
current Seattle Mariner Marco 
Gonzales in 2011 to be named 
freshman of the year.

Coballes committed two  er-
rors and had 27 putouts as the 
team’s shortstop.

Gabriel Hughes and Tyler 
Rando made the WCC’s first 
team, while Trystan Vrieling 
made the second team.

College Baseball
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By Alec Dietz

alec@chronline.com

OLYMPIA — Months re-
moved from the day he punched 
his ticket to state back in the fall, 
Centralia golfer Von Wasson 
didn’t miss a step on the first day 
out on the green at Capital City 
Golf Course in Olympia Tuesday 
on the first day of the 2A State 
Golf Championships, finishing 
the day with the top score by two 
strokes. 

The sophomore shot a 69 
Tuesday, with Sehome’s Wes 
Bothel, White River’s Zach Mill-
er, and Sequim’s Ben Sweet all 
tied for second with a 71. The 
tournament’s top seed and Dis-
trict 4 counterpart Dane Hud-
dleston from Woodland shot a 75 
and is tied for ninth overall. 

“He was fabulous,” Centralia 
coach Hal Gronseth said. “He 
played well. I know he’s had a lot 
of time off, but he’s a golfer. He’s 
played a lot of golf. He’s intense 
and he’s confident — he believes 
he can go win this thing tomor-
row. It’s gonna be a lot of fun 
watching him do that.”

His brother Cole Wasson 
also made the final cut with a 
first day score of 79, tied for 23rd. 
Seeded in the 11th group by av-
erage, Cole Wasson finished 10 
strokes back of his brother in 
first. Cole was right on par with 
Von for most of the way through 
the first half of the course, but 
had a tough 13th hole, hitting it 
out of bounds twice to fall be-
hind what was once a top-5 pace. 

“It took the wind out of his 
sails a bit,” Gronseth said. “He 
was disappointed and frustrated 
after doing that, but he will come 
back and play well tomorrow 
and finish well. They’re golfers. 
They love to play golf, they play 
golf consistently, they work hard 
at the game. They’re in different 
spots but they’re both excited 
about being able to compete at 
this level.”

Von Wasson started Wednes-
day’s final round at 9:52 a.m. 

— the last group to tee off. Cole 
Wasson started at 8:48 a.m. look-
ing to move up the board. 

W.F. West’s pair of partici-
pants, Ben Halverstadt and Tuk-
ker Rosbach, did not make the 
cut. Halverstadt, seeded in the 
sixth group, shot an 89, finish-
ing tied for 63rd overall. Rosbach 
was one of the lowest seeds and 
shot an 84, tied for 46th and just 
one stroke back of the cut line.

“It’s always tough for our boys 
with league in the fall and then 
trying to put their game together 
in the spring to compete,” W.F. 
West coach Matt Klovdahl said. 

“I think fatigue played a role in 
how they played, not getting a 
lot of match time in the spring, it 
takes a toll.”

Competing over at the Tum-
water Valley Golf Course, Nata-
lie Eklund just barely made the 
cut for the second day of state 
championship action, scoring 
a 96, which is tied for 30th. The 
cutoff to advance to the second 
day was exactly half of the total 
participants, which is made up of 
60 golfers. Fellow Bearcat Grace 
Oien shot a 102, which tied for 
44th, not enough to advance. 

“Natalie had a couple of tough 
holes but otherwise played well,” 
Klovdahl said. “If she eliminates 
a couple of those things, she 

shoots right where she wants 
to. Looking forward to seeing 
her have another opportunity 
tomorrow and eliminate those 
mistakes. She’s a better golfer 
than what she showed today.”

Tumwater’s Lily McCauley 
had the third best average com-
ing into the championships and 
finished tied for second after 
shooting a 70 on the day. White 
River’s Brooke Gelinas stood 
alone in first, one stroke ahead of 
McCauley. 

McCauley teed off at 9:20 a.m. 
Wednesday while Eklund looked 
to climb the ladder, teeing off at 
7:40 a.m.

Over at Deer Park Golf Club 
in Spokane in the 1B/2B State 
Golf Championships, Adna’s 
Braeden Salme made the cut for 
the final day with a first-round 
85, which was tied for 16th. 

After a tough first three holes, 
where the sophomore was shoot-
ing six-over, he settled down 
and played as good of golf as his 
coach (and father) Luke Salme 
has seen from him.

“He played really well,” Luke 
Salme said. “He struggled early, 
some nerves got the best of him. 
He was frustrated as could be af-
ter three but he settled in. He’s a 
consistent player and stays even-
keeled. He really did that well 

once he got going.”
Teammate Andrew Grim 

missed the cutoff by two strokes, 
shooting a 94 which tied for 38th. 
Golfers needed to finish in the 
top 30 to advance to the second 
day. Grim ran into the same 
trouble Salme did, but settled in 

and got close to the cutoff late.
“He can hit the ball so far, he 

gave himself a chance, just had 
a couple shots get away from 
him late,” Luke Salme said. “We 
knew it was going to be close, 
He’s bummed but only a junior 
and already excited to come back 
next year.”

Kalama’s Todd Tabor, who 
won the District 4 title, was in 
third after shooting a 75 on the 
first day. Orcas Island’s Burly 
Hildreth was in sole possession 
of first, scoring a 72. 

Salme teed off Wednesday at 
8:20 a.m. 

Tuesday’s Prep Golf

Von Wasson Leads State Golfers After First Day

Alec Dietz / alec@chronline.com

Centralia golfer Von Wasson eyes the first hole before a shot attempt at Capital City Golf Course in Olympia at the 2A State Boys Golf Championships on Tuesday.

W.F. West golfer Natalie Eklund drives a ball toward the 12th hole at Tumwater Val-
ley Golf Course on the first day of the 2A State Girls Golf Championships Tuesday.

Centralia golfer Cole Wasson chips a shot toward the first hole at Capital City Golf 
Course in Olympia at the 2A State Boys Golf Championships Tuesday.

W.F. West golfer Ben Halverstadt watches his ball after a shot on the first hole at Capital City Golf Course in Olympia at the 2A 
State Boys Golf Championships on Tuesday.

state championships. 
“Cole played two rounds 

where he wouldn’t think it was 
his best golf, but he battled hard,” 
Gronseth said. “Both of them 
should be proud of what they 
did. It’s just one of those things, 
for Cole, both days were a battle.

“They’re just outstanding 
kids, I’m looking forward to two 
years of Von coming back.”

Tumwater has a couple of sec-
ond day finishers, headlined by 
Reagan Broome in ninth place, 
with a Day 2 score of 75 and a 
two-day score of 149. Teammate 
Gabe Jonston finished 42nd 
overall after hitting 83 Tuesday 
and 85 on Day 2 for a total of 168. 

The pair of Thunderbird fin-
ishers gives them a ninth-place 

team finish at the state champi-
onships, just behind Centralia. 

In the 2A girls tournament 
at Tumwater Valley Golf Course, 
Tumwater’s Lily McCauley fin-
ished second with a total 142, 
just a stroke behind winner 
Brooke Gelinas of White River. 
W.F. West’s Natalie Eklund fin-
ished 28th at 186, shooting a 90 
on Day 2 to improve on her Day 
1 score by six strokes.

In the 1B/2B tournament 
at Deer Park Golf Club out-
side Spokane, Adna sophomore 
Braeden Salme finished in 15th 
place with a two-day score of 169. 

“He really played solid, con-
sistent golf both days,” Adna 
coach Luke Salme said. “His 
chipping and putting stood out.” 

Dan Harrington of Chester-
ton Academy took first at 144, 
while Kalama’s Todd Tabor was 
third at 148.

Golf
Continued from page B1

Alec Dietz / 

alec@chronline.

com

Centralia 
golfer Von 
Wasson 
chips a 
short shot 
toward the 
hole at the 
2A State 
Golf Cham-
pionships at 
Capital City 
Golf Course 
May 25.
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NBA

By Callie Caplan

The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — Little has 
stopped Luka Doncic and the 
Dallas Mavericks when they’ve 
had their “backs against the 
wall” this postseason.

Not even an indoor rain de-
lay slowed their pursuits Tues-
day night.

Dallas beat the Golden State 
Warriors 119-109 in Game 4 of 
this Western Conference finals 
series to trim the series deficit to 
3-1 and force a Game 5 Thurs-
day night in Chase Center.

Luka Doncic led with 30 
points, 14 rebounds, nine as-
sists, two blocks and two steals 
in 34 minutes. But the balanced 
offensive contributions with six 
players in double figures, consis-
tency from three and poised de-
fensive focus buoyed one of the 
team’s most notable bounceback 
victories of the season.

The Mavericks’ first three-

game losing streak since early 
December didn’t extend into the 
franchise’s first playoff losing 
sweep since the 2012 first round 
to the Oklahoma City Thunder, 
and they improved to 3-0 in 
elimination scenarios this post-
season.

The ease and flow of Dal-
las’ approach prompted some 
to wonder what might’ve been 
had they established the same 
consistency before falling into a 
never-before-erased 0-3 hole.

But after a heavy, emotional 
afternoon and a few in-game 
oddities, the Mavericks weren’t 
keen to dwell hypotheticals.

Time to rev up the planes for 
a return trip to San Francisco — 
and another chance to chip away 
at history.

The team’s intensity enter-
ing Game 4 already heightened 
with the close-knit Mavericks 
facing what could’ve been their 
last game together and the War-
riors one victory from closing 

out their sixth trip to the NBA 
Finals in the last eight years — 
with more than a week to rest 
before the championship series 
starts June 2.

News of the elementary 
school shooting that killed at 
least 18 children and one teacher 
in Uvalde, Texas, on Tuesday af-
ternoon added to the emotions.

Both coaches spoke only 
about the tragedy during their 
pregame press conferences — 
with Kerr, whose father was 
murdered by two gumen, out-
raged with U.S. senators’ inac-
tion — and the public address 
announcer’s voice wavered with 
emotion while leading a pre-
game moment of silence.

But then the Mavericks chan-
neled the poise and focus they’ve 
developed under Kidd’s leader-
ship this season and served as 
a positive distraction from the 
news for a few hours — plus an 
extra 16 minutes.

Dallas opened a 28-24 lead 

after the first quarter.
Extended the lead to 15 

points (62-47) at halftime.
And then beat the Warriors 

at their own third-quarter dom-
inance.

In the first three games of 
this series, the Warriors out-
scored Dallas by 10, 12 and nine 
points, respectively, in the third 
quarter.

Forgive Mavericks fans if 
they felt particularly wary Tues-
day night because Golden State 
had already trumped a double-
digit halftime lead in Game 2.

But neither the Warriors nor 
structural issues from the ceil-
ing kept Dallas from opening a 
29-point lead (99-70) by the end 
of the third quarter.

They just delayed the on-
slaught a bit.

An official called Doncic and 
a couple Mavericks off the court 
just as players emerged from the 
locker rooms to start the second 
half.

He pointed up. The AAC 
roof had a leak for the second 
time in the last two months.

Make that multiple leaks, 
which caused arena workers to 
cover the corner in front of the 
Warriors’ bench with several 
towels as mops and league of-
ficials to delay the second half 
tipoff by 16 minutes.

Players re-dressed in warm-
ups.

Coach Jason Kidd and gener-
al manager Nico Harrison con-
versed at the bench and pointed 
up at the ceiling where mainte-
nance employees worked in the 
rafters.

The arena DJ played rain-
themed music for entertainment.

The Mavericks finished 11 
of 23 from three in the first half 
and 20 of 43 in the game.

No truth to the rumor, how-
ever, that they literally made it 
rain.

Luka Doncic, Mavs Down Warriors in Game 4, Stave Off Playoff Elimination

NFL

Helen H. Richardson / The Denver Post

Denver Broncos quarterback Russell Wilson, right, talks with Paul Hackett, father of head coach Nathaniel Hackett, on the field during an early season practice session 
at Dove Valley at UCHealth Training Center on Monday in Englewood, Colorado.

By Mark Kiszla

The Denver Post

DENVER — Russell Wilson 
plays football with evangelical 
zeal. In the Book of Russ, sloth 
is a deadly sin. The sinners 
might be forgiven. But they also 
will be left behind by a quarter-
back who earnestly treats the 
pursuit of a championship like 
a crusade.

“You have to set the tone ev-
ery day. There is no other op-
tion,” Wilson said Monday, after 
a spring practice where atten-
dance was voluntary, but the 
commitment to excellence was 
not optional.

“If you want to win, and if 
you want to win it all and be the 
best in the world as a team and 
everything else, there is no other 
option. That’s what we have to 
do. It’s a wild obsession every 
day.”

Wilson is so wildly obsessed 
that when he throws a touch-
down pass in May, he celebrates 
with a rowdy chest bump.

“You have to enjoy the mo-
ments, as well as be able to push 
to the edge and not fall off the 
edge,” Wilson said.

During this organized team 
activity on a spring afternoon, 
new coach Nathanial Hackett 
installed offensive and defensive 
concepts for the players that vol-
unteered to participate.

But it’s also apparent: Far 
more important for a team that 
hasn’t made the playoffs in six 
seasons is establishing a tone in 
which failure is not an option. 
That tone is unmistakably set by 
Wilson.

In this regard, the manner in 
which the Broncos operate now 
harkens to when quarterback 
Peyton Manning came to Den-
ver way back in 2012. The coach 
was John Fox, but PFM ran the 
show. This time around, Hack-
ett is the cheerleader pumping 
up Wilson and leaning on the 
championship pedigree of the 
new QB to re-energize a fran-
chise that had become too ac-

cepting of defeat.
On the opening day of OTAs, 

when a full-squad practice inte-
grated veterans and draft picks, 
among the missing were out-
side linebacker Bradley Chubb, 
safety Kareem Jackson, kicker 
Brandon McManus and run-
ning back Melvin Gordon.

Chubb, entering the most 
critical season of his Broncos 
career, is expected to participate 
later this week after attending 
the graduation of a family mem-
ber. Family before football. We 
all get that concept.

On the other hand, if the 
Broncos want to establish a new 
culture, I have trouble under-
standing why Gordon is still a 

member of the team. Yes, some-
body has to give a breather to 
No. 1 running back Javonte Wil-
liams, whose bulldozing style 
might lead to breakdowns with 
25 touches per game.

Bringing Gordon back on a 
one-year contract with a base 
salary of $2.5 million, however, 
must have meant general man-
ager George Paton really, really, 
really didn’t like the depth of 
quality in running back pros-
pects to be found in this year’s 
draft.

How much does spring foot-
ball really matter? I asked safety 
Justin Simmons to balance the 
commitment to the daily grind 
of establishing winning habits 

with respect for the private life 
of teammates.

“As a leader, I’m really big on 
protecting your space and doing 
what’s right for you. I’ll never 
question that. This is voluntary,” 
said Simmons, the most-distin-
guished member of the Denver 
defense.

The start of the Wilson era 
at Broncos headquarters is more 
about mindset than X’s and O’s.

“A new defensive system, new 
offensive system, new team-
mates and a new culture. I think 
it’s important to be around and 
be present,” Simmons said. “Is 
that the case for every single 
person? No. Maybe there are 
times you need to take a week 

off … and handle personal mat-
ters. You never know what’s go-
ing on in someone’s life. With 
that being said, I do think it is 
important to be here. There are 
a lot of new things going on, and 
we haven’t won in a while.”

Dare I say it? The Broncos 
forgot what it took to win.

In the Book of Russ, win-
ning demands a wild obsession 
to championship football, each 
and every day, from a Monday 
in May straight through Super 
Bowl Sunday.

The sinners amongst the 
Broncos will be forgiven.

But they won’t ride with Wil-
son.

What Russell Wilson Brings to Broncos is Wild Obsession for a Championship

By Matt Calkins

The Seattle Times

RENTON, Wash. — Pete 
Carroll said he never would 
have even thought about it if it 
hadn’t been brought up, but it’s 
hard not to notice. The question 
posed to the Seahawks coach 
was in regard to Monday being 
the first organized team activity 
(OTA) since Seattle’s Super Bowl 
win in which no players from 
that championship squad were 
present.

Russell Wilson? A Denver 
Bronco now. Bobby Wagner? A 
Los Angeles Ram. None of the 
franchise’s ring bearers could be 
found on the field at the VMAC. 
That’s gotta feel a little weird, 
no?

Not so much, Carroll said. 
That wasn’t on his mind — even 
if it might be for Seahawks fans 
across the state. It’s a new year. 
It’s a new challenge. It’s a new 
energy.

“There is a vibe about this 

group. Every year the team takes 
on kind of a new makeup, and it 
comes from the personalities of 
the players and the leadership,” 
Carroll said. “The leadership 
has shifted a little bit. That’s ob-
vious. It feels like, as it is, it’s a 
new season. It’s a new team, and 
here we go. It’s fun to watch, and 
watch it take shape.”

How much does leader-
ship matter for an NFL team 
to be successful? That probably 
depends on whom you ask. I 
imagine most coaches and vet-
erans in leadership roles would 
say it’s incredibly important. I 
also imagine most scouts would 
value speed, strength, size and 
smarts in a player over his lead-
ership skills.

But when a nine-time Pro 
Bowl quarterback heads to a 
new team, the offense might not 
have quite the same direction at 
this point as it would in years 
past. And when an eight-time 
Pro Bowl linebacker leaves, the 
same could be said about the de-

fense. There’s a new set of faces 
every year when OTAs begin — 
but what stands out about the 
Seahawks is the lack of old ones.

Tight end Will Dissly is pre-
paring for his fifth season with 
the Seahawks. On Monday, he 
was asked about quarterback 
Geno Smith — who’s battling 
Drew Lock for the starting spot 

— if he’s become the offense’s de 
facto leader.

“I would say everyone’s kind 
of leaning on each other. So 
you know, whoever’s in control, 
whoever has the knowledge 
you know,” Dissly said. “Drew 
comes from a different orga-
nization. J [quarterback Jacob 
Eason] comes from a different 
organization — whatever infor-
mation you can get in this time 
is a win. So Geno obviously be-
ing in [offensive coordinator 
Shane Waldron’s] system, hav-
ing the knowledge of the routes 
and what the progressions are is 
definitely helping.”

Until the season actually be-

gins, it will be awfully difficult 
to gauge how much progress the 
Seahawks have made. In May — 
just like in June, July and August 

— every team is brimming with 
optimism about what’s ahead. 
But if we’re playing the opti-
mism game, Seattle linebacker 
Jordyn Brooks is someone who 
could get the 12s pumped up.

Last season, Brooks set a 
Seahawks record with 184 tack-
les — good for the second-most 
in the league. Now, in the third 
year with the team, Brooks is 
taking over Wagner’s role as the 
defensive play-caller.

Pete said he looks at you as a 
leader, what does that mean to 
you?

“It just means I’ve got to 
handle business and make sure 
that I’m doing everything right 
at all times,” Brooks said. “You 
go down a list of great Seahawks 
that played here. Great leaders of 
the past teams. Take a little bit of 
pride in that. And so, I just want 
to do the best job that I can for 

our team.”
It wasn’t all that long ago 

when many of the Seahawks 
legends were in a similar situa-
tion as Brooks. They were young, 
they were teeming with po-
tential, but they hadn’t accom-
plished much in terms of team 
success. Will folks be talking 
about Seattle’s younger players 
the way they do now with Wil-
son, Wagner, Kam Chancellor, 
Richard Sherman, Earl Thomas 
and Doug Baldwin, among oth-
ers? Hard to say — that was 
some of the best drafting in NFL 
history. But you never know.

As Carroll said, the leader-
ship has shifted. Oh, who are we 
kidding — the whole franchise 
his shifted. This was one of the 
most consistent club’s in the 
NFL, and now simply breaking 
.500 seems like a big ask.

But new leaders and lega-
cies will emerge from this group. 
Lots of new faces, lots of new 
possibilities.

Seahawks OTAs Begin With a New Vibe, and New Leaders
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MLB

By Larry Stone  

The Seattle Times 

The Mariners know how to 
undercut expectations with the 
best of them. It’s become some-
thing of an art form, breaking 
hearts every time they’re touted 
as a team to reckon with.

In the long litany of oversold 
and under-performing Mari-
ners teams, this year’s model has 
hit all the frustratingly familiar 
notes. Struggling vets? Check. 
Overmatched youngsters? Check. 
Damaging injuries? Check. Lack 
of foresight in team building? 
Check. Sub-optimal financial 
commitment in the offseason? 
Check.

The result so far is what ev-
eryone has seen — a wretched 
stretch of 19 losses in 25 games 
that has put the Mariners at a 
crisis point just one-fourth of the 
way through the season. All is 
not lost, despite the utterly war-
ranted collective wailing that 
grew in intensity as the losses 
mounted. Just look at the Atlanta 
Braves, who were still under .500 
in late July last year and won the 
World Series. The 2019 Washing-
ton Nationals were 19-31 on May 
23 and did the same. But it’s way 
too late to be early, as Yogi might 
have said — and turnarounds of 
that nature are exceedingly rare.

At this point, I’ll fully admit 
I misjudged this year’s team, at 
least as they’ve performed so far.

I wasn’t counting on Mitch 
Haniger’s ankle injury that will 
put him out until the All-Star 
break or even later, with severe 
ramifications for a lineup that 
didn’t have the depth to sustain 
the loss of a big bat in the middle 
of the order.

I wasn’t counting on Jarred 
Kelenic falling into another rut 
that forced his demotion to the 
minor leagues, weakening the 
lineup even more. I mean, it was 
obviously a possibility, based on 
his struggles last year, but Kel-
lenic convincingly explained in 
spring training why he wouldn’t 
be susceptible to the long dry 
spells of his rookie season; much 
of my optimism for 2022 was 
predicated on a belief that Ke-
lenic and Julio Rodriguez were 
ready to provide a dose of youth-
ful energy and offensive pop. I 
was half right. Rodriguez has 

been as good as advertised and 
maybe even better. But Kelenic’s 
failures deepened the hole in the 
lineup and has led to a repeat of 
last year’s dilemma where the 
bottom of the order is non-pro-
ductive. Perhaps the return of 
Kyle Lewis on Tuesday (as a DH 
only) will help rectify that.

Along the same lines, I wasn’t 
counting on Jesse Winker’s 
slow start. Touted as a lethal bat 
against right-handed pitching, 
Winker instead has just a .488 
OPS against them going into 
Tuesday’s game; that’s roughly 
600 points below last year’s 1.070, 
which will have to change drasti-
cally, and soon, for the Mariners 
to take off.

I wasn’t counting on what 
has so far been middling results 
from Robbie Ray, the Mariners’ 
big offseason acquisition. A Cy 
Young winner last year, Ray has 
had several opportunities al-
ready to do what aces do — rise 
up when the team is slumping to 
slam the door on the opposition 

and change the vibe. It hasn’t 
happened often enough, as Ray 
keeps getting victimized by one 
poor inning per outing that 
thwarts that effort.

I thought the bullpen had 
enough depth to overcome a re-
gression that was predicted by 
many. A dropoff was to be ex-
pected after a nearly flawless per-
formance last year that was the 
biggest factor in the Mariners’ 
overcoming their negative run 
differential to post 90 wins. But 
after losing Casey Sadler for the 
season and Ken Giles all year so 
far, the decline of the relief corps 
has been a big factor in Seattle’s 
struggles.

It’s one thing for me to be 
wrong. The architects of the 
team are charged with augment-
ing the roster so that such defi-
ciencies can be overcome. But 
the lack of roster depth, as well 
as organizational depth at the 
upper levels of the minor leagues, 
has been exposed this year. The 
Mariners had to turn to journey-

men such as Stephen Souza Jr. 
and Mike Ford as stopgaps, and 
recently signed veteran Justin 
Upton, who hasn’t played since 
the Angels cut him in spring 
training.

The Mariners also seemingly 
over-valued Abraham Toro, ac-
quired last year in a late July 
trade for reliever Kendall Grave-
man that roiled the clubhouse. 
Forced into nearly every-day 
playing time after Haniger’s in-
jury, Toro sits at .179 with a .603 
OPS through Monday.

I had a former Mariners 
player tell me recently that he 
honestly believes there’s some 
sort of bad karma that permeates 
players once they get to Seattle. 
It was his explanation for why 
many players seem to wilt when 
they arrive and thrive when they 
leave.

I don’t necessarily buy that, 
but it’s undeniable that some 
force — either man-made or 
cosmic — is at play here that has 
sapped the Mariners of the good 

vibes that prevailed last season. 
They returned from the recent 
road trip with the same record as 
the Orioles, who lost 110 games 
last year, and just a half game 
better than Oakland, which es-
sentially punted on this season 
by gutting its roster.

Suffice it to say, the fun dif-
ferential has been negative in 
2022.

That could still change, as it 
did last year at a similar juncture. 
The similarities to Seattle’s sub-
par 2021 start are considerable, 
as Ryan Divish recently detailed. 
Also, the extra wild-card team 
added this year is a great equaliz-
er. Run off a stretch of eight wins 
in 10 games (conceivable with 
an upcoming stretch against the 
Orioles and Rangers), and sud-
denly things don’t look nearly as 
dire as they do right now.

Unless and until that hap-
pens, however, the Mariners will 
have to live with the fallout of an-
other season of dashed hopes.

Just One-Fourth of the Way In, Mariners Pushing Fans’ Belief to the Brink

Dean Rutz / The Seattle Times

Seattle’s Marco Gonzales takes a pause between pitches during a 7-6 win over Oakland on Wednesday in Seattle. 

By  Gregg Bell

The News Tribune

The Seahawks, for sale?
That’s not what sources in the 

NFL team are telling The News 
Tribune about Seattle’s pro foot-
ball team.

Not yet, anyway.
Portland-based John Can-

zano, a columnist for 20 years 
ending this year with The Or-
egonian newspaper who has con-
nections with Portland’s NBA 
team, said Tuesday during his 
regular appearance on 93.3 KJR 
radio in Seattle “the Blazers and 
Seahawks will soon be put up 
for sale, which is required in the 
trust left by Paul Allen.”

Canzano, who hosts radio 
shows statewide in Oregon, also 
said Tuesday, per KJR host Jason 
Puckett, “Jody Allen wants to 
maintain a piece of the Seahawks 
if she can.”

A league source told the TNT 
Tuesday: “Since Jody Allen took 
over (as chair of the Seahawks 
following her brother’s death), 
there’s been no indication the 
Seahawks are up for sale” by the 
Paul G. Allen Trust.

“The team is not for sale.”
That doesn’t fully answer 

whether the Seahawks and Blaz-
ers will be sold “soon,” as Can-
zano reports.

Fellow NFL owners have to 

approve the sale of any fran-
chise. The league would almost 
certainly know if the Paul G. Al-
len Trust, the entity the late Se-
ahawks and NBA Portland Trail 
Blazers owner left behind follow-
ing his death in 2018, requires 
the Seahawks be sold.

NFL rules require team own-
ers have on file with the league a 
formal succession plan. The NFL 
has declined to outline what that 
was and is for Allen and his Se-
ahawks.

A league spokesman for com-
missioner Roger Goodell did not 
immediately respond to a mes-
sage left Tuesday by the TNT 
about a possible sale of the Se-
ahawks.

It’s been known from coach 
and top football authority Pete 
Carroll through general manager 
John Schneider and most who 
work in the Seahawks’ headquar-
ters in Renton that it will take 
years for lawyers and processes 
to go through all of Paul Allen’s 
estate. The review of all his many 
assets — from environmental 
and social causes to computer 
science to air-launching satel-
lites into space, his collection of 
rare music artifacts, and his Se-
ahawks and Trail Blazers fran-
chises — has continued for the 
last 3-1/2 years.

It’s possible lawyers for Al-
len’s estate will soon review 

what to do with the Seahawks 
and Blazers. But, again, a league 
source stressed to The News Tri-
bune there been no indications of 
a sale.

Paul Allen, the Microsoft 
Corp. co-founder, became be-
loved by Seahawks fans and most 
in Seattle when he bought the 
team to keep it from moving to 
Southern California in 1996. Al-
len became beloved by Seahawks 
leaders when he kept the football 
people in charge of his new foot-
ball team.

He hired Carroll from USC 
in 2010. That transformed the 
franchise. The Seahawks went on 
the best run of sustained success 
in franchise history. They won 
their only Super Bowl cham-
pionship at the end of the 2013 
season. They played in another 
Super Bowl the following season. 
They’ve made the playoffs eight 
of the last 10 years under Carroll 
and Schneider.

Last fall Jody Allen gave Car-
roll, 70, a contract extension 
through the 2025 season. It’s be-
lieved to be worth more than $12 
million annually, one of the rich-
est deals for an NFL coach.

Last year Allen renewed 
Schneider’s contract as Seahawks 
GM through the 2027 draft.

Jody Allen is the chair of Vul-
can, Inc. Bert Kolde is Vulcan’s 
executive vice president of sports 

strategy and operations, and 
Allen’s right-hand man on Se-
ahawks ownership matters. Vul-
can is the Seattle-based company 
Paul Allen founded to oversee 
his business activities and phil-
anthropic efforts. After he pio-
neered personal computing with 
Bill Gates, he eventually spent 
$2 billion of his massive wealth 
(estimated by Forbes to be $20 
billion in 2017) on philanthropic 
causes.

Carroll and Schneider said 
during and after the NFL draft 
last month how intricately in-
volved Jody Allen was with 
the Seahawks’ draft. The team 
published photographs online 
of Jody Allen in the draft room 
talking with Carroll and Schnei-
der before and after Seattle made 
its selections.

Carroll and Schneider re-
marked after the Seahawks trad-
ed franchise quarterback Russell 
Wilson to Denver in March how 
involved Jody Allen was with 
that massive decision.

The first lines of the team 
announcing the trade of Wilson 
included Jody Allen stating: “We 
look forward to welcoming our 
new players and to everyone be-
ing fully engaged while working 
our hardest to win every single 
day. I trust our leadership to take 
us into the future, and know we 
all wish Russell the very best.”

Carroll said after the Wilson 
trade: “I think it is worth men-
tioning, we have had tremendous 
support from our ownership. 
Jody was incredibly tuned in.

“You guys have heard me talk 
before, but I’m going to say it 
again because it just happened 
all over again through this pro-
cess. She supported us, chal-
lenged us, demanded that we 
were sure in what we were doing 
and could account for all of the 
thoughts, the background, and 
all of the work that we needed to 
do to put this together. But when 
it came right down to it, she said, 
‘I see what this is doing to you 
guys. John, you’re back in your 
wheelhouse, Pete, you are back 
in your wheelhouse.’ ...

“She saw it in me, too, the 
team is going to be a little bit 
younger here right off of the bat 
because you are adding so many 
draft picks that it goes right back 
to where we started with our 
program. We were the youngest 
team in history to win a Super 
Bowl. We remember that. There 
is some makeup to that. There 
is some design to that, and it is 
exciting to us to understand that 
we are in that.

“Her support just made 
it where we functioned right 
through the process and were 
able to pull this thing all togeth-
er.”

NFL
Seahawks Up for Sale ‘Soon’? NFL Source Says ‘No Indications’ of That — So Far

By The Seattle Times
John Thompson, the first 

general manager in Seahawks 
history who helped oversee the 
selection of the team’s nickname 
and colors as well as the hiring of 
first coach Jack Patera, has died.

Thompson, 95, died Tuesday 
morning in Las Vegas, his son, 
Mike, told The Seattle Times. A 
cause of death was not immedi-

ately available.
Thompson, who grew up in 

South Bend, Washington, where 
he was valedictorian of his high 
school class at the age of 16 and 
later attended the University of 
Washington, was hired as gen-
eral manager of the Seahawks on 
March 6, 1975, and held that po-
sition until October 1982.

“That was his dream job,” 

Mike Thompson said.
John Thompson came to the 

Seahawks with vast NFL expe-
rience, having worked with the 
Vikings as the team’s public-
ity director and assistant general 
manager from 1960-70.

He was then hired as the as-
sistant to the president of the 
National Football Conference 
following the merger of the NFL 

and the AFL, and then in 1971 as 
the first full-time executive di-
rector of the NFL’s Management 
Council, the collective bargain-
ing agent of the league’s clubs be-
fore being hired by the Seahawks.

Among Thompson’s first 
tasks was to help select the team 
name and colors.

The Seahawks decided to 
hold a fan contest to solicit sug-

gestions. The team ultimately 
got 20,365 entries with 1,741 
different names including a few 
mentioned multiple times such 
as Mariners, Skippers, Pioneers, 
Lumberbacks and Spacers.

The team got so many that it 
eventually missed a stated May 
31, 1975, deadline, waiting un-
til June 17 to announce that the 
winner was Seahawks.

John Thompson, Seattle Seahawks’ First General Manager, Dies at 95
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W.F. West Hosts Signing Ceremony

Courtesy Photo / Jeff Johnson

W.F. West High School held a signing day ceremony for two senior athlets on Tuesday afternoon. Brock Guyette (left) 
will play football for NCAA Div. III Linfield University in McMinnville, Ore. Dirk Plakinger (right) will play basketball for 
NCAA Div. III Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma.

It took just a few years for Ol-
son and the Tigers to transform 
themselves from a whipping post 
to a wrecking crew.

In Olson’s fourth year, the 
Tigers ripped off a 22-4 record 
and advanced to the state cham-
pionship, where they lost 6-0 
to Capital and its star pitcher, 
Bridget Wilcox, who would go 
on to pitch three seasons at the 
University of Washington.

Olson would go on to coach 
19 total seasons at Centralia, 
racking up over 260 wins and 
advancing to the state tourna-
ment eight times, including the 
state championship match three 
times — all losses. 

“To get yourself into that 
game, it’s a big thing,” Olson 
said. “We also finished fifth a 
few times but, overall, it was a 
good run.”

The Tigers also made the 
district championship game 
three times. They won districts 
in 2008 and 2011 — the latter 
being a 9-8 win over W.F. West 
that came down to a rundown 
between third and home with a 
Tiger base runner sliding under 
the tag at home plate for the dis-
trict title.

“Any time you can beat that 
good of a team, those are good 
memories,” Olson said. “I’ve 
been on the other side of that a 
few times.”

That was Olson’s final year 
at Centralia as he took a three-
year, temporary retirement. He 
thought he was done.

Olson was teaching hitting 
lessons in the meantime when 
in 2014, the parent of one of his 
future players, Britney Patrick’s 
mother, asked him if he had 
heard Pe Ell and Willapa Valley 
were combining to play fastpitch 

— and suggested he should apply 
to be the coach.

Olson, who was teaching 
hitting lessons to many of the 
future PWV players, knew the 
team had a solid group of incom-
ing players. That group, with Ol-
son at the helm, would go on to 
win the 2017 state championship.

“That was certainly a high-
light for our program,” Olson 
said.

The Titans made it to the 
state semifinals in 2015 and 2016, 
won state in 2017, placed third in 
2018 and second in 2019. There 

was no season in 2020 and no 
state tourney in 2021 due to the 
pandemic.

Olson — who reached the 
400-win milestone on May 9 — 
credits his teams’ successes less 
on what he’s done and more 
on what the players and his as-
sistants have contributed to the 
team.

“The bottom line, really, is 
who you associate yourself with,” 
Olson said.

Mike McDonald — who is 
now Adna softball coach Bruce 
Pocklington’s assistant — is one 
who joined Olson at Centralia 
back in the 2000s. When Mc-
Donald arrived, it turned the 
Tigers’ program around, Olson 
said.

Then along came Parker 
Pocklington, who helped Olson 
and the Tigers win the 2011 dis-
trict title. And along with Parker 
came her father, Bruce Pockling-
ton, who eventually became an 
assistant for Olson.

“So there’s a tie between all 
three of us that is pretty special,” 
Olson said of Pocklington and 
McDonald. “If you can surround 
yourself with that kind of talent, 
as a head coach, it’s an absolute 
blessing — because you can’t 
do this by yourself. They’re just 
great guys and knowledgeable 
about the game.”

Olson and his Titans squared 
off against Pocklington and 
McDonald and their Pirates in 
the 2B District 4 championship 
game on Saturday — a three-
hour thriller that saw the Pirates 
hold on for a tight 14-13 win.

The Titans have won the Pa-
cific 2B League three straight 
years. They’re the No. 3 seed into 
this weekend’s 2B state tourna-
ment, seeded below only No. 1 
Adna and No. 2 Warden. The 
Titans open play against either 
Toledo or Okanogan at 2 p.m. on 
Friday at Gateway Sports Com-
plex. 

This year’s seniors were 
freshmen when the Titans lost 
the 2019 state title game to the 
Pirates.

“To say they’re on a mission 
to get back to that game; they 
played in it but they didn’t play 
much because we had such a 
good group,” Olson said. “It’s a 
good group of kids and they get 
along well and they have fun. 
It’s a good combination. But we 
always have teams in our way … 
Now they’re going to hopefully 
make it to state and see if we can 
make a run at it.”

Olson
Continued from page B1

By The Chronicle staff
Paced by MVP and college 

bound two-way star Olivia Mat-
lock, the Pe Ell-Willapa Valley 
softball team had a strong show-
ing in the Pacific 2B League’s all-
league awards. Along with the 
star senior, five Titans earned 
first team all league selections, 
two earned second team, and 
one was named honorable men-
tion. 

Read the full list below. 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER: Olivia 

Matlock, Pe Ell-Willapa Valley
COACH OF THE YEAR: Ken Olson, 

Pe Ell-Willapa Valley
SPORTSMANSHIP: Chief Leschi
FIRST TEAM: Raegan Port-

mann, PWV; Jessie Gilbert, 
Ocosta; Annika Hollingsworth, 
Ocosta; Merissa Frasier, PWV; 

Lauren Matlock, PWV; Izzy Sil-
vernail, Raymond; Dani Shan-
non, PWV; Payton Peterson, 
PWV; Kyndal Koski, Raymond; 
Elizabeth Soto, Forks

SECOND TEAM: Emma Glazier, 
Raymond; Kyra Neel, Forks; 
Grace Huber, PWV; Blakeli Jer-
les, South Bend; Kadie Wood, 
Forks; Kaitlyn Banuet, Ilwaco; 
Ava Pine, South Bend; Sidney 
Swogger, Raymond; Ava Bush, 
PWV; Makenzee Graff, Ilwaco

HONORABLE MENTION: Trinity 
White, Ilwaco; Berklee Morley, 
South Bend; Callie McVey, Ray-
mond; Brynn Rasmus, Ocos-
ta; Jillian Hodel, PWV; Kiera 
Johnson, Forks; Grace Gooding, 
Forks; Tawny McKinney, Chief 
Leschi; Chloe Gaydeski, Forks

Prep Softball

Matlock Named Pacific 
MVP, Five Titans Earn 
First-Team All-League

College Baseball

By Kate Shefte

The Seattle Times

The Washington Husky 
baseball team was sliding to-
ward others’ expectations a 
month ago. That, however, was 
a month ago.

The Huskies needed AJ 
Guerrero’s eighth-inning solo 
shot to preserve a 3-2 win over 
Northern Colorado on Saturday 
in the regular-season finale. UW 
finished off its 12th straight vic-
tory heading into the postsea-
son — tied with Stanford for the 
second-longest win streak in the 
country.

Guerrero, a freshman, helped 
make sure the Huskies stayed 
hot. He posted a .293 average, 
driving in 42 runs and homer-
ing 10 times this season, behind 
only Will Simpson’s 43 RBI and 
11 homers.

“He’s a smart hitter and he’s 
wise beyond his years,” coach 
Lindsay Meggs said, calling 
Guerrero an “old soul.”

“He’s really patient. With 
that approach and his club-head 
speed, he’s going to be a really 
good hitter before it’s all over.”

The Huskies sat 6-15 in con-
ference play on April 24. Bol-
stered by a 13-1 May, they head 
into the inaugural Pac-12 tour-
nament with the No. 7 seed and 
will face Oregon State at 4:45 
p.m. PT on Wednesday in Scott-
sdale, Arizona. The winner of 

the double-elimination tourna-
ment receives the conference’s 
automatic bid to the NCAA 
tournament.

Eight of the 11 Pac-12 teams 
— Colorado doesn’t field one — 
are invited to the tournament. It 
wasn’t looking like UW (30-24, 
14-16 Pac-12) would make the 
cut in late April, when it had lost 
seven straight.

The group was at a “tipping 
point,” Meggs said. Part of his 
staff ’s job was to encourage ev-
eryone to keep the faith.

“We could have gone either 
direction and guys stayed with 
it,” Meggs said. “A couple of 
balls bounced our way and we 
got hot at the plate — caught up 
to our pitching.”

The Huskies had introduced 
22 new faces and were picked to 
finish second-to-last in the pre-
season coaches’ poll. It took lon-
ger than expected or desired, but 
familiarity helped.

“Until guys were more com-
fortable with each other, it was 
hard to push each other,” Meggs 
said.

There isn’t always a specific 
turning point to single out, but 
there’s an obvious one here — a 
4-3 win against then-No. 6 Stan-
ford on April 29.

“These guys are nation-
ally ranked,” Guerrero recalled 
thinking. “We just beat them. 
What else can we do?”

The Huskies went on to take 

two of three from Stanford, the 
eventual Pac-12 regular-season 
champion. A three-game sweep 
of No. 8 UCLA followed the next 
weekend.

“Then it was like, ‘We can do 
anything,’” Guerrero added.

UW’s staff sports a 4.25 ERA, 
good for fourth in the confer-
ence. Guerrero and fellow fresh-
man Cam Clayton (.278, 25 RBI) 
heated up down the stretch, as 
did center fielder McKay Barney 
(.310, 22 RBI, team-high 71 hits). 
Catcher Johnny Tincher paced 
the regular starters with a .316 
average.

UW outscored Northern 
Colorado 44-8 in the final four 
games of the regular season.

The Huskies have made 
three NCAA tournament ap-
pearances since 2014. They ad-
vanced to the College World 
Series in 2018, but were ordered 
to vacate their wins that season 
after the NCAA’s Committee on 
Infractions ruled UW provided 
impermissible recruiting ben-
efits.

Before any “most recent” 
numbers can be updated, the 
Huskies need to get through 
the second-seeded Beavers. UW 
made strides in just about every 
area, redshirt sophomore first 
baseman Simpson said, and is 
peaking at the ideal moment.

“Couldn’t have asked for that 
at a better time,” he said.

Husky Baseball Heads into Pac-12 
Tournament on Turnaround Tear

ATLANTA (TNS) — The 
Rams and NFL paid $790 mil-
lion last year to settle a lawsuit 
with St. Louis over the team’s 
relocation to Los Angeles.

Now, the league is sorting 
how to cover that bill and al-
ready has spread some of that 
staggering expense between all 
32 teams — meaning everyone 
is on the hook for at least several 
million. Owners discussed this 
at their annual spring meeting, 
which concluded Tuesday.

According to a report by The 
Athletic, the NFL already has 
taken $7.5 million from each 
club by deducting that amount 
from revenue-sharing payments. 
If the 31 other teams contrib-
ute that amount, that’s $232.5 
million, or roughly a third of 
the settlement. The Los Ange-
les Times confirmed that the 
teams were assessed those pay-
ments, although not the specific 
amount.

It’s a hotly contested dis-
pute among the teams, because 
Rams owner Stan Kroenke was 
required to sign an indemnifica-

tion agreement as part of his deal 
to relocate the team. The own-
ers of the Chargers and Raiders 
signed identical agreements to 
cover the “costs, including legal 
fees and other litigation expens-
es” to defend challenges to their 
respective moves.

While the Rams were tout-
ing their stadium in Inglewood, 
Calif., the Chargers and Raiders 
joined forces to back a compet-
ing proposal in Carson, Ca-
lif. The Rams contend that the 
competing teams outlined for 
St. Louis officials why the Rams 
weren’t in compliance with the 
relocation guidelines, which 
eventually was at the heart of 
the St. Louis lawsuit.

It’s Kroenke’s contention 
that if people within the league 
provided St. Louis with a blue-
print of how best to sue the 
Rams, he shouldn’t be respon-
sible for shouldering the entire 
settlement.

The issue isn’t expected to be 
resolved anytime soon.

“The owners are taking their 
time to discuss and deliberate 

this very important issue,” said 
Marc Ganis, a sports financing 
expert. “So whatever comes out 
of it will be the result of a lot of 
thought and discussion.”

The Pro Bowl is on the brink. 
The game is little more than a 
pantomime of actual football, 
and the league likely is going 
to drop it in favor of some type 
of event that honors the chosen 
players. There will be more dis-
cussion on changes  in the weeks 
to come.

The league extended its deal 
with Indianapolis, so the scout-
ing combine will remain there 
for at least the next two years. 
Dallas and L.A. also submitted 
bids to play host to the annual 
event.

Owners agreed to make 
some changes to the Rooney 
Rule, aimed at diversifying both 
the coaching and team executive 
ranks. Moving forward, when 
hiring a quarterback coach a 
team must interview at least one 
female or minority candidate 
from outside the franchise for 
that position.

NFL
All Teams Footing the Bill for St. Louis’ Lawsuit Against Rams

NFL
Steelers Expected to 
Hire Omar Khan as Next 
GM, Sources Say

PITTSBURGH (TNS) — 
Omar Khan, the Steelers’ vice 
president of football and busi-
ness administration who has 
been with the organization 
for 21 years, is expected to be 
named the team’s new general 
manager, replacing Kevin Col-
bert, multiple sources have told 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Khan, 45, has served primar-
ily as the Steelers’ lead contract 
negotiator who manages the 
team’s always intricate salary 
cap. An announcement is ex-
pected this week.

As part of the arrangement, 

the Steelers are expected to hire 
Philadelphia Eagles vice presi-
dent of player personnel Andy 
Weidl, a Mt. Lebanon, Pa., na-
tive, as assistant general man-
ager. Unlike Colbert, Khan’s 
background is not in talent eval-
uation.

Khan was one of six finalists 
who received second interviews 
with team president Art Rooney 
II to replace Colbert, who is re-
tiring after 22 seasons with the 
Steelers. He has interviewed 
multiple times for other general 
manager openings around the 
NFL.

He was hired by the Steel-
ers in 2001 as their football op-
erations coordinator and was 
named director of football ad-
ministration in 2011. 
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SeniorSeniorLifeLife
By Matthew Zylstra

matthew@chronline.com

“$1 and a smile” is all it costs 
to play in a pool tournament at 
the Twin Cities Senior Center 
(TCSC), said organizer Emma 
Ball. 

“It’s here for fun and to enjoy 
each other’s company,” Ball add-
ed recently.

According to Ball, pool has 
been played at the TCSC for over 
two decades. 

“Pool has been going on at the 
senior center since 1998 or 1999. 
It was headed up by Larry Ford,” 
said Ball, who added that the 
pool tables were refurbished by 
Ford after the 2007 flood, and 
were refurbished again a couple 
of years ago. 

“You don’t have to be a pro to 
play in the tournament … Peo-
ple who are pretty good will help 
you out,” Ball said.

Ball said that the pool tour-
naments have seen a decline in 
participation since the pandem-
ic, prior to which around a doz-
en seniors played. Attendance 
has recovered somewhat with as 
many as nine players sometimes 
participating now, including 
men and women. 

On days when pool isn’t be-
ing played, the TCSC hosts pi-
nochle.

Ball says that Lucky Eagle 
Casino has donated cards to the 
senior center for pinochle and 
that pinochle also has a $1 fee.  

At the TCSC, pool is played 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
while pinochle is played on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days. According to Ball, pool 
tournaments begin at 1 p.m. and 
usually end at about 4. Pinochle 
usually starts at 12:45 p.m. and 

ends at around 3. 
Ball added that one of the 

main goals of the TCSC is to 
continue enrichment activities 
for seniors through their pool 
and pinochle programs.

The TCSC is a part of Lewis 
County Seniors, an organization 
that is run on donations, includ-
ing from local stores, banks, se-
niors, regular fundraisers and 
the regional Area Agency on 

Aging. 
TCSC serves lunches on 

weekdays. For those ages 60 and 
over, the suggested donation 
for lunch is $3 to $5. For those 
under 60 years old, the fee for 
lunch is $10.69. Lewis County 
Seniors also has a program for 
providing meals to seniors who 
are unable to come to the center. 
Lunches begin at noon and usu-
ally end around 12:30. Accord-

ing to Ball, many people come to 
lunches just to socialize.

For those planning on at-
tending lunch, TCSC asks that 
you call ahead of time and let 
the senior center know you are 
coming so they can plan for the 
number of meals they need.

The Twin Cities Senior Cen-
ter phone number is 360 748-
0061. It’s located at 2545 N. Na-
tional Ave., Chehalis.

TWIN CITIES SENIOR 
CENTER

Address: 2545 N. National 
Avenue, Chehalis

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 
a.m. - 3 p.m.

Phone: 360-748-0061

Find a Game of Pool and More at Twin Cities Senior Center

Emma Ball plays pool at the Twin Cities Senior Center in this Chronicle file photo from February 2020, just days before COVID-19 sent much of the country into lock-
down. Pool is back at the senior center. 

By Tribune News Service

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
-- About 1,500 pickleball play-
ers, all 50 years old and older, 
competed last week in a national 
championship in Fort Lauder-
dale. An additional 1,000 peo-
ple have attended to watch and 
cheer on their friends, family 
and favorite teams. The oldest 
player this year is 92 years old.

“I think everyone that picks 
up the paddle and tries, they get 
hooked,” said tournament par-
ticipant Lee Ingram, 53.

The event was hosted by the 
National Senior Games Associa-
tion, which brings thousands of 
athletes from around the world 
to its annual events, according 
to tournament director David 
Jordan.

Last year's event was held in 
Albuquerque and saw just under 
14,000 athletes who competed 
in about 20 individual and team 
sports. This year's event took 
place at the Broward County 
Convention Center.

Officials don’t yet have a to-
tal number of athletes that will 
have competed this year, but 
they’ve seen a steady increase 
in numbers since their start in 
1987, when 2,500 athletes com-
peted in 15 sports at their inau-
gural event in St. Louis, Mo.

“Everyone seems to be having 
a great time,” Jordan said. “The 
turnout was great. It was way 
more than we ever expected. 
Last year we had 1,200 [pickle-
ball players] in Albuquerque and 
we thought that was probably 
about as many as we’d get here, 
but we actually had 1,700 sign 
up, but because of COVID, we 
had about 200 drop out.”

No major issues were report-
ed, Jordan said, aside from some 
minor computer glitches.

Seniors competed in a hall 
on the second floor of the con-
vention center as attendees 

watched balls get volleyed back 
and forth. More competitive 
games saw dozens of people 
gathered in front of the courts, 
cheering loudly when their pre-
ferred team triumphed.

For those who don’t play, 
pickleball is often described as 
a mix of tennis, ping pong, bad-
minton and racquetball. The 
court is about half the size of 
a tennis court and usually re-
quires less running, especially in 
two-versus-two games.

Tim Craig competed Satur-
day and has been playing pick-
leball since 2016 and is an in-
structor back in Texas. He’ll be 
competing again Tuesday.

The game has exploded 
in popularity over the last 10 
years and developers are in-
corporating more pickleball 
courts in new senior communi-
ties, according to Craig, 60, of 
Phleugerville, Texas. “Anyone 
from 8 to 80 can play.”

Attendees and players alike 
appreciated that the games 
were indoors and out of the 
heat, although several players 
bemoaned how slick the playing 
surface was.

The oldest competitor in this 
year’s pickleball tournament 
was Joyce Jones, 92, of Seattle. 
She was not at the event Sunday, 
however, as her games finished 
on a previous day.

Ingram had just lost her lat-
est game after a series of several 
wins and losses in her tourna-
ment bracket. She’s been playing 
for about four years. An older 
friend had tried to get her to play 
pickleball years ago, “but I had 
said it was an old person’s game,” 
said Ingram, of Auburn, Ala.

“But she was so persistent that 
she got me out there before 50 
and I’m hooked.”

Next year’s National Senior 
Games will take place in Pitts-
burgh.

‘Anyone From 8 to 80 Can 
Play:’ Over 1,000 Seniors 
Compete in National 
Pickleball Tourney

Austen Erblat /  South 

Florida Sun Sentinel

About 1,500 
pickleball play-
ers, all 50 years 
old and older, 
are competing 
this week in a 
national senior 
championship 
tournament in 
Fort Lauderdale. 



By Jerry Zezima 

Tribune News Service        

I used to think the high point 
of grandparenthood was doing 
incredibly silly things with my 
grandchildren. Now I realize I 
am not the top grandfather any-
more. That’s because I recently 
met one who climbs trees for a 
living.

Rene Funez is a happily mar-
ried man with four children, 
four grandchildren and nerves 
of steel. I am a haplessly mar-
ried man with two children, five 
grandchildren and nerves of 
aluminum, which is why Rene 
came over to my house.

He and Mario Osorio were 
charged — though not, thank 
goodness, electrically — with 
removing the top portion of a 
not-so-mighty oak whose limbs, 
twigs and branches were hang-
ing over power lines in the back-
yard.

“Rene is 62 years old,” Ma-
rio told me after his acrobatic 
colleague had strapped a pair 
of spikes to his legs and, with a 
chainsaw hanging from his belt, 
scampered like a squirrel up 
the 50-foot tree. “And,” added 
Mario, 44, as we watched safely 
from below, “he calls me an old 
man.”

“I’m a geezer, too,” I said, not-

ing that I am six years older than 
Rene, “but I could never do what 
he does.”

“Why?” Mario asked. “You 
look like you’re in good shape.”

“That’s because I do 12-ounce 
curls,” I answered. “But I’m pet-
rified of heights.”

I explained that when my 
wife, Sue, and I moved into our 
two-story Colonial 24 years ago, 
I had to go up on a ladder to 
clean the gutters.

“I thought I’d end up in the 
gutter,” I said. “So we got gutter 
guards.”

Since then, I have remained 
on terra firma, a Latin phrase 
meaning, “What you will be 

buried in if you fall off the roof.”
“Or,” I added, “out of a tree.”
“I have to tell you a secret,” 

Mario whispered. “I’m afraid of 
heights, too. That’s why I don’t 
climb trees.”

“You leave that job to an old 
guy?” I said incredulously.

“Yes,” Mario admitted. “Rene 
is a lot braver than I am.”

But they work well as a team. 
While Rene was making like 
rockabye boomer on the treetop, 
literally going out on a limb to 
prune, cut and saw off poten-
tially dangerous branches that 
could have fallen on electrical 
wires and left the entire neigh-
borhood in the dark, Mario was 
the boots on the ground, eas-
ing the massive woody boughs 
down with ropes and pulleys.

“Watch out!” Mario warned 
as one big branch seemed likely 
to land on my noggin.

Unlike Mario and Rene, I 
wasn’t wearing a helmet.

“If it had hit me in the head,” I 
noted, “it would have splintered 
into a hundred pieces.”

“Your head?” Mario won-
dered.

“No, the branch,” I replied.
“At least you would have had 

some firewood,” said Mario.
“That would be pretty dan-

gerous,” I noted.
“Why?” Mario inquired.
“Because,” I said, “we don’t 

have a fireplace.”
When Rene had finished, he 

swooped down like Batman, put 
down his chainsaw, took off his 
spikes, looked over at the logs, 
limbs and branches piled into a 
corner of the yard, and smiled 
modestly as I showered him 
with compliments.

“I feel guilty,” I told him.
“How come?” Rene wondered.
“I’m a grandfather like you, 

but I could never do what you 
do,” I said.

“God watches over me,” Rene 
said.

“He went to bible college,” 
Mario said of his sinewy co-
worker.

“When he’s up in a tree, he’s 
closer to heaven,” I said.

Rene nodded in agreement 
and said, “I’m going to keep 
working for another five years.”

“You’ll be 67,” I pointed out.
“After he retires,” Mario sug-

gested, “you could take his place.”
“Never,” I said. “It would be 

the height of folly. Besides, I’m 
one grandfather who is happy 
being a bump on a log.”

•••
Jerry Zezima writes a humor 

column for Tribune News Service 
and is the author of six books. 
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By Cynthia Weiss

Mayo Clinic News Network

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I 
was recently diagnosed with os-
teoporosis and my health care 
team suggested that I eat a bone-
healthy diet to prevent more is-
sues and maintain strong bones 
as I age. What is osteoporosis, 
and how can I maintain a bone-
healthy diet?

ANSWER: Osteoporosis is a 
condition that causes the bones 
to thin and lose their strength. 
When bones become weaker, 
sudden fractures can occur, 
even with minimal trauma. A 
calcium-rich diet is important 
to maintain optimal bone health 
and prevent osteoporosis. So, 
too, is vitamin D, which helps 
the body absorb calcium to de-
posit it into bones. The amount 
of calcium and vitamin D need-
ed to optimize bone health in-
creases with age.

Bones need nutrients so they 
can grow and maintain that 
growth. A bone-healthy diet can 
be a good strategy to prevent ongo-
ing bone loss. This diet should be 
part of an overall healthy lifestyle 
that includes exercise and optimal 
calcium and vitamin D levels.

Here are five steps to eating 
well for strong bones:

1. Eat more vegetables, fruits 
and whole grains.

Studies show that eating more 
vegetables and fruits will im-
prove bone health. These foods 
are generally lower in calories 
and fat, and they are high in fiber 
and essential vitamins and min-
erals. They also contain phyto-
chemicals, which are substances 

that can protect against various 
diseases, including osteoporosis.

Aim to eat four or more serv-
ings of vegetables and three serv-
ings of fruit each day. Fruits and 
vegetables are excellent sources 
of magnesium and potassium, 
as well as vitamins C, K and A. 
All play a role in maintaining 
bone health.

Also, eat four servings of 
grains daily. Choose whole 
grains when possible because 
whole grains contain more nu-
trients, especially magnesium 
and fiber, than refined grains do.

2. Choose healthy sources of 
protein and fat.

Protein is important for bone 
health because it's a major com-
ponent of bone tissue and plays 
a role in maintaining bone. The 
best choices include plant pro-
teins, such as beans and nuts, as 
well as fish, skinless poultry and 
lean cuts of meat.

Plant proteins are rich in vi-

tamins, minerals and estrogen-
like plant compounds that help 
preserve bone. Low-fat dairy 
products, including milk and 
plain yogurt, are another good 
source of protein. These prod-
ucts provide calcium, which 
benefits bone health. Protein 
should account for 25% to 35% 
of your total daily calories.

You need some fat in your diet 
for your body to function prop-
erly. The best choices are mono-
unsaturated fats, such as those 
found in olive oil, nuts and seeds. 
Cold-water fish also provide es-
sential omega-3 fatty acids. Be 
mindful to avoid saturated fats, 
which have been shown to be det-
rimental to bone health in adults.

3. Get plenty of calcium.
Calcium is critical to bone 

health. This mineral is a key 
building block of bone, and 
it helps prevent bone loss and 
osteoporotic fractures in older 
people. Although the recom-

mended daily intake for adults 
generally ranges from 1,000 to 
1,200 milligrams, the typical 
diet provides much less.

If you're not getting enough 
calcium, try to increase your 
consumption of foods that are 
high in the mineral.

Traditional dairy products, 
such as milk, yogurt and cheese. 
are the richest food sources. For 
example, one 8-ounce serving 
of skim, low-fat or whole milk 
contains about 300 milligrams 
of calcium.

Calcium is also found in:
• Plant-based milk, including 

almond, cashew and oat.
• Food sources rich in calci-

um, including kale and broccoli.
• Calcium-fortified foods, 

such as juices, cereals and tofu 
products.

It can be difficult to con-
sume the daily requirement of 
calcium through diet alone. A 
calcium supplement may be rec-
ommended. But calcium should 
not be taken alone. Vitamin D is 
essential for proper calcium ab-
sorption, and magnesium helps 
direct the calcium to the bone, 
keeping it out of the soft tissues. 
Look for a calcium supplement 
that includes both ingredients.

4. Limit sugar, salt and phos-
phate additives.

Foods that contain sugars 
added during processing gener-
ally provide a lot of calories, ad-
ditives and preservatives, but they 
offer few health benefits. Limit 
your intake of processed foods 
and beverages, such as soft drinks.

Aim to reduce the amount 
of salt in your diet, as well. Not 

only can salt cause high blood 
pressure, but also it can increase 
the amount of calcium you ex-
crete from your body with uri-
nation. Aim for a limit of 2,300 
milligrams of salt daily — the 
equivalent of about 1 teaspoon.

Phosphorus is used as an 
additive in many processed 
foods. Too much phosphorus 
in your diet can interfere with 
how much calcium is absorbed 
through your small intestine.

Check labels on processed 
foods, but aim to choose fresh 
foods whenever possible.

5. Limit alcohol and caffeine 
consumption.

Consuming more than one 
or two alcoholic drinks per day 
hastens bone loss and reduces 
your body's ability to absorb cal-
cium. If you choose to drink al-
cohol, do so in moderation. For 
healthy adults, that means up to 
one drink per day for women of 
all ages and men older than 65, 
and up to two drinks a day for 
men 65 and younger. And drink-
ing alcohol with meals will slow 
calcium's absorption, as well.

Caffeine can slightly in-
crease calcium loss during uri-
nation. But much of its poten-
tially harmful effect stems from 
substituting caffeinated bever-
ages for milk and other healthy 
drinks. Moderate caffeine con-
sumption — about two to three 
cups of coffee per day — won't 
be harmful as long as your diet 
contains adequate calcium.

With the right lifestyle modi-
fications, you should be able to 
maintain strong, healthy bones 
as you age.

Mayo Clinic Q and A: Osteoporosis and a Bone-Healthy Diet

Alexandra Malyk /  Dreamstime/TNS

Jerry Zezimac Commentary: A Brave Grandfather Branches Out

Rene Funeze moves the top portion 
of an oak tree whose limbs, twigs and 
branches were hanging over power 
lines



By Eric Adler 

Tribune News Service

For people of a certain age, it 
takes only a few "senior moments" 

— struggling for words, names or 
memories — to cause worry.

Is this normal aging or mild 
cognitive impairment (MCI)? Is 
it all a run-up to Alzheimer's?

As a neuropsychologist at the 
University of Kansas Medical 
Center-Wichita, Ryan Schroeder 
conducts the lengthy cognitive 
tests — looking at memory, at 
problem solving, reasoning, lan-
guage use and other measures 

— that help doctors tell the dif-
ference.

"If you were to meet with me, 
for example, for an evaluation," 
Schroeder said, "you'd spend 
probably about four hours of your 
life with me, talking to me, doing 
testing. After we're done, I'd sit 
down with you and go over the 
results. I'd determine: Is this nor-
mal aging? Is this mild cognitive 
impairment? Is this dementia?"

Schroeder said almost every-
one becomes forgetful as they 
age.

"From a biological perspective, 
our brain is growing and devel-
oping up until age 25 or 30. Then 
our brains are aging," he said. 

"We see a very, very slow decline 
in many thinking abilities, in-
cluding memory. We don't wake 
up one day and say I feel different. 
But you might wake up in your 
60s and think, 'Man, my memory 
is not quite as sharp as it used to 
be,' just because it's such a gradu-
al change. But it is a change."

Example: A person going to 
the grocery store at age 20, he 
said, would likely be able to re-
member a list of 10 items without 
writing them down. But at 60, 
it would probably require a list. 
That's normal.

And if one was later tested on 
those 10 words?

"Kind of a rough ballpark," 
Schroeder said, "if you're 65 and 
you're getting 10: Hey, that's fan-
tastic. But seven or so is probably 
fairly realistic. Then, if after we're 
chatting, I said, 'Hey, by the way, 
now, tell me what those words 
were again.' If you originally re-
membered seven, you should 
probably be able pull up at least 
five or six of them 30 minutes 
later after being distracted.

"But if you're really struggling 
to pull those words up, that prob-
ably is going to be more than 
normal aging."

The older one gets, he said, 
the less likely one would be to 
remember. Both memory lapses 
and the risk of Alzheimer's in-
crease with age. Age, in fact, is the 
leading risk factor for Alzheim-
er's. Given that, neurologist Su-
zanne Schindler, a researcher at 
the Knight Alzheimer's Disease 
Research Center at Washington 
University in St. Louis, offered 
advice.

"So the key thing to remem-
ber is that everyone has mem-
ory lapses," she said. "We have 
more memory lapses when we're 
stressed, when we're sick, when 

we're trying to do a lot of things 
at the same time.

"When people come into my 
clinic, typically it's been when 
there has been a change, or 
there's not a clear reason for why 
they're having difficulties. For 
example, we all lose our keys 
from time to time, or our cell 
phone. But if we've lost it several 
times in the past month, or we've 
missed appointments, or we 
keep repeating questions to peo-
ple in a way that's different from 
the past, then that's when people 
start to get concerned."

If one is having occasional 
memory or thinking problems 
and it is not affecting their ev-
eryday life, she said, one might 
first visit a family physician for a 
shorter evaluation.

"If someone has memory and 
thinking problems," Schindler 
said, "and they're progressively 
getting worse, and they're start-
ing to affect their ability to do 
things that they used to be able 
to do without difficulty — like 
they're having trouble using the 
computer, or their cell phone or 
maybe having difficulty driving, 
or they can't write checks with-
out making errors, that's certain-
ly a level where someone needs to 
get evaluated."

Neurologist Russell Swerdlow, 
director of the KU Alzheimer's 
Disease Research Center, ex-
panded on the point.

"I think what people care 
about is something changing," 
Swerdlow said. "Why is it chang-
ing? Is it going to get worse? And 
what can we do about it? And I 

would say that people should feel 
concerned if they're concerned.

"If someone is feeling that their 
cognition is changing to the point 
that they want to talk to their 
physician about it, they prob-
ably should. There's no harm in 
talking to their physician about 
it. Maybe they'll end up getting 
diagnosed with something, or 
maybe they'll end up being told, 
'You know, we're not seeing any-
thing. We're not seeing a problem, 
but we'll keep an eye on it.'"

In numerous cases, mild cog-
nitive impairment is found to be 
caused by something completely 
aside from Alzheimer's, such 
as obstructive sleep apnea or 
memory-hurting medications, 
depression or other disorders 
like Parkinson's disease. Vascu-

lar problems such as undetected 
strokes can be a cause, as can a 
vitamin B-12 deficiency or mood 
disorders.

When those problems are 
treated, mild cognitive impair-
ment can often go away.

Schroeder said, "If a neighbor 
were to ask me, I'd say, 'If you're 
concerned about your memory or 
cognition, get it checked out. At 
least you'll know what's going on 
as opposed to wondering each day 

— wondering each time a memory 
mishap happens — oh, my good-
ness, what's going on here?

"And there's a chance that it's 
something that is addressable, is 
treatable. If it's not, you can find 
ways, hopefully, to slow down 
the changes. But at least you'll 
know what's going on."
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Don’t lose your GUARANTEED RIGHTS by not knowing them.

MedicareSelfHelp.com
Medicare Self Help LLC is not a�liated or connected with Medicare or any government program.  This is an advertisement for insurance. Medicare Self Help LLC is a local independent insurance agency. 
Our designated licensed insurance agent is Don Nasca, WA license #1112619, OR #20021829. 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONALIZED PLAN

OPTIONS

Education & Enrollment SupportEducation & Enrollment Support

To visit our website, point your phones camera at this symbol & click on the notification that pops up.

To visit our website, point your 
phones camera at this symbol 
& click on the notification 
that pops up.
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Point 
your 

camera 
here!

DON NASCA
503-703-0208

Don@MedicareSelfHelp.com
Vancouver, WA

CALL ME & I’LL EXPLAIN YOUR

RIGHTS CONS PENALTIESPROS

IMPORTANT NOTICE
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Medicare Self Help Ads V2.pdf   1   5/4/2022   12:17:12 PM
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Is Memory Loss Mild Cognitive Impairment, 
Alzheimer's or Just Aging? When to Get Tested

Dreamstime /  TNS 

If one is having occasional memory or thinking problems and it is not affecting their everyday life, one might first visit a family physician for a shorter evaluation.

“From a biological perspective, our brain is 
growing and developing up until age 25 or 30. 

Then our brains are aging.” 

Ryan Schroeder
neuropsychologist
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Sudoku

Puzzles  Find Answers to the Puzzles in the Next Edition

Crossword

ABEAM

ALOFT

BALLAST

BILGE

BIMINI

BOAT

BOW

BULKHEAD

CABIN

CHINE

CLEAT

COCKPIT

CONSOLE

DECK

DOCK

ENGINE

FENDER

FLYBRIDGE

FORWARD

GALLEY

GUNWALE

HATCH

HEAD

HULL

INBOARD

KNOTS

LOCKER

MOORING

OCCUPANTS

OUTBOARD

PIER

PILING

PORT

STARBOARD

STERN

SWIM PLATFORM

On the Water Word Search
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GET FUZZY by Darby Conley 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

RHYMES WITH ORANGE by Hilary B. Price

DILBERT by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

HERMAN by Jim Unger

DENNIS THE  by Hank
MENACE  Ketcham

SHOE by Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly

PICKLES by Brian Crane

CLASSIC PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

BLONDIE by Dean Young & John Marshall

FRANK & ERNEST by Bob Thaves

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort, Greg & Brian Walker

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

HI & LOIS by Greg & Brian Walker

B.C. by Mastroianni & Hart

WIZARD OF ID by Parker & Hart
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PLACE YOUR
PET AD HERE!

Email or call
your ad in today!

classifieds@chronline.com
360-736-3311

PAYING TOP DOLLAR
for sport card collections,
baseball, basketball, foot-
ball & Pokemon cards. Call
Cory at 541-838-0364.

FARM MECHANIC
Weyerhaeuser's Western
Regeneration has an open-
ing for a Farm Mechanic
located at our Mima Nurs-
ery in Olympia, WA. We
are seeking an individual
who has the desire to work
safely in an agricultural
production facility as part
of an industry leading
seedling company. This is
a full-time, hourly position
represented by the IAM-
AW Union. Benefits include
medical, dental, vision,
401k, vacation, and holi-
days. Starting pay is
$24.66/hour.
To be considered for the
role, please submit an
online application at Weye
rhaeuser.com/careers

HUGE ESTATE/GARAGE SALE!
Fri, Sat & Sun,

May 27, 28 & 29 10-5.
158-41 Workman Rd,

Mossyrock, WA 98564.
School/office supplies. Stampin' Up & others, doors,
vintage sewing machines, turkey fryer, NIB Barbie &
Snow White, NIP toys, rototiller, lawn mower, lots of
DVD movies, CD's, racing memorabilia, kitchenware,
records, clothes (some new, formals, square dance
apparel, etc.), Shepard's hooks, men's new shoes
9.5 - 11, Jim Beam cars, furniture, all kinds of crafts,
all kinds of books (vintage, westerns, children,
science fiction, novels, military, religious), sewing
(machine knitting & embroidery), counted cross stitch
kits/magazines, new chocolate fountain, sleeping
bag, birdhouses, lanterns, canes, material, tools,
jewelry, welding supplies, surveillance system, lots of
sewing items (books, kits, old buttons, patterns, etc.),
picture frames, Pendleton weighted blankets,
collectible porcelain dolls, Jim Shore, pictures,
puzzles, fishing poles, display cases, lots of guy
items and lots of miscellaneous, too much to list, also
lots of free stuff.

122199 NTC: Herrin

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR

THE COUNTY OF LEWIS
In the Matter

of the Estate of
KARLA MARIE HERREN,

Deceased.
NO. 22-4-0021221

PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed and has qualified as
Personal Representative of
this estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the personal
representative, or the personal
representative's attorney, at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
Court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:

YELM
2-HOUSEHOLD
ESTATE SALE!

Fri & Sat,
May 27 & 28, 9-5.

15939 Lawrence Pl SE,
Lake Lawrence West,

Yelm, WA 98597.

Hunting/camping gear &
clothing, household items,
fine furniture, antiques, ex-
ercise equipment, books,
tools & etc. CASH sales
only!

GROUNDS
POSITION
Mills & Mills

Tumwater wants you to
join their team! Bring
resume to Sticklin, 1437 S
Gold St, Centralia.

1 CLASSIFIED 1
DEADLINES

\ Monday, 11:00 a.m.
for Tuesday's paper.

\ Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.
for Thursday's paper.

\ Friday, 11:00 a.m. for
Saturday's paper.

To place your ad,
call 360-736-3311!

classifieds@chronline.com

FUNERAL
ASSISTANTS

Sticklin & Brown want you
to join their growing team.
Bring resume to Sticklin,
1437 S Gold St, Centralia.

WANTED:
Motorhome or truck &
travel trailer, any type,
size, condition con-
sidered, cash buyer.
Call Paul or Maryann
360-434-3993.

F1bb Goldendoodle Pups

Born 3-27-22, 7 weeks old,
no shed, very sweet &
ready for forever home.
Mom is smaller AKC poo-
dle, 38lbs, dad is F1B
Goldendoodle, 46lbs. Pa-
rents on site, $1200.
360-688-0995

122394 Concurrent Notice

CONCURRENT NOTICE
NOTICE OF FINDING OF

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
AND NOTICE OF INTENT
TO REQUEST RELEASE

OF FUNDS

CDBG Contract #:
18-62210-030
Date: May 26, 2022

Name of Responsible Entity
(RE): Town of Pe Ell

Turn last
season's stuff

into this season's
spending money.
Do you have an item

for $100 or less??
Call customer service

today to place
your AD!

The Chronicle,
360-736-3311.

Ads run 3 days,
10 lines 4 $20!

MMMMMMMMM
DO you have

cattle, pigs, sheep,
goats or rabbits for sale?
We have a deal for you!

10 lines, 3 print days
for $20!

Call customer service
today @ 360-736-3311

MMMMMMMMM

WINLOCK
ESTATE

BELONGINGS
ARE FREE

Sat only,
May 28, 9-12.

107 Freedom Dr.
Winlock, WA 98596.

1st house, yellow. I'm in a
pickle! Various donation
centers are unavailable to
pick-up furniture & large
appliances. All are in good
working condition & need a
home rather than the city
dump. No stains, rips, or
pet hair. A Generac gener-
ator used once, $400/offer.

Selling an item for
$100 or less???
Call customer service

today to place your Ad!
The Chronicle
360-736-3311
Ads run 3 days,
10 lines for $20

WE NOW HAVE

BAZAAR &
GARAGE SALE

PACKAGES
AVAILABLE!

R R R R R R R R R R
Packages include 2 lami-
nated signs, 4 sheets of
pricing stickers, 3 sale
sheets, a sharpie and
balloons! packages are
only $5 with the pur-
chase of a classified ad.

Federal law prohibits employ-
ment discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin or age. The law
states that publishing or print-
ing discriminatory advertise-
ments or causing the printing
or publishing of such advertise-
ments constitutes an unlawful
employment practice. Employ-
ment advertisements must not
indicate preferences, limita-
tions, or discriminate based on
race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin or age, except
when religion, sex or national
origin is a bona fide occupa-
tional qualification for employ-
ment.

We will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby in-
formed that positions adver-
tised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

**Note: The Chronicle
suggests you

describe the position
you are hiring for,

not the person you wish to hire.

ART SALE
LOCAL SALKUM

ARTIST!
Sat, Sun & Mon,

May 28, 29 & 30, 8-5,
162 Salkum Heights Dr,

Salkum, WA 98582.
Stop in on the way to the
Packwood event.

Room, trailer, apartment, 2
senior disabled adults on
Social Security Disability,
few stairs. Call before
10:30 am or after 7 pm.
360-978-6306

MAKE YOUR AD
STAND OUT!

e ! ASK . b
CUSTOMER

SERVICE
ABOUT ADDING

COLOR!
360 h 736 h 3311

B U Y E R S
B E W A R E !
If a deal seems too

good to be true,
it probably is!

If someone asks you
to send money without
a transaction, or asks
for your credit card -

DON'T
send money or give
your credit card out,

especially
if you do not
know them!

GARAGE SALE!
Fri & Sat,

May 27, 8-5 &
May 28, 8-?.

157 Larmon Rd.,
Ethel, WA 98542.

1 mile Eat of
Marys Corner

Huge 3 family sale! Name
brad purses, post remodel
items, appliances, wood
flooring, wood trim, tile, lots
of furniture, clothes, home
decor & so much more!
Shop & carport are full.

PRESSURE WASHING
It's that time of year again!
Slippery decks & dirty
concrete. Our services in-
clude houses, out build-
ings, fences. Cascade
Pressure Washing. Check
out our website. Shauna,
360- 623-9620 or Glen,
503-899-9055.

GARAGE/SHOP
MULTI FAMILY
ANNUAL SALE!

Thur & Fri 9-6,
Sat 9-2,

May 26, 27 & 28.
249 Brockway Rd.,

Chehalis, WA 98532.
Tools, toolboxes, mo-
torcycle, tractor, gui-
tars, toys, toy chests,
airplane teetertotter,
puzzles, crafts, hobby,
collectibles, furniture,
brand new kitchen
items, new clothes,
childrens & adult books,
DVD's and more.

122391 Public Notice

City of Chehalis, Celest Wilder,
2007 NE Kresky Ave Chehalis,
WA 98532, is seeking cover-
age under the Washington
State Department of Ecology's
Construction Stormwater
NPDES and State Waste
Discharge General Permit.
The proposed project, SW
Chehalis Avenue ROW, is
located at SW Chehalis Ave
ROW from SW 3rd St to SW
9th St in Chehalis in Lewis
county.
This project involves 2.75
acres of soil disturbance for
Highway or Road construction
activities.
The receiving waterbodies are
Municipal Stormwater System,
Stormwater Facility, Dillen-
baugh Creek, Chehalis River.
Any persons desiring to pres-
ent their views to the Washing-
ton State Department of Ecolo-
gy regarding this Application,
or interested in Ecology's
action on this Application, may
notify Ecology in writing no
later than 30 days of the last
date of publication of this
notice. Ecology reviews public
comments and considers
whether discharges from this
project would cause a measur-
able change in receiving water
quality, and, if so, whether the
project is necessary and in the
overriding public interest ac-
cording to Tier II anti-
degradation requirements un-
der WAC 173-201A-320.

Comments can be
submitted to:
ecyrewqianoi@ecy.wa.gov, or
ATTN: Water Quality Program,
Construction Stormwater
Washington State
Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47696
Olympia, WA 98504-7696

Published: The Chronicle
May 26, 2022
June 2, 2022

FOUND
• Small safe, 5/10/22,
Onalaska area, case
#22C5606.
Please call Lewis County
Sheriff's Office to describe
& claim. 360-740-1470

Do you have a
FREE ITEM?

Call Customer Service
today to place your
k FREE AD! k

The Chronicle
360-736-3311
Ads run 3 days,
4 lines for FREE!

I'm a Certified nursing
assistant/caregiver looking
for new in-home clients,
CPR plus First Aid, $20 per
hour. bath aid, $30 per
hour. Call Cher, 360-
736-2473.

ETHEL POP
UP EVENT

MEMORIAL DAY
WEEKEND!

Sat-Mon
May 28, 29 & 30, 9-4.
1411 East Hwy 12,
Ethel, WA 98542.
Over 30 vendors!
See our Facebook
page: ethelevents!

Exodus Electric
Serving Lewis County &
surrounding areas for elec-
trical commercial & low
voltage electrical needs.

www.exoduselectric.net
360-623-7177

FOUND
• Bag with miscellaneous
contents, 5/25/22, Winlock
area, case #22C6289.
Please call Lewis County
Sheriff's Office to describe
& claim. 360-740-1470

RUMMAGE SALE
8TH GRADE

FUNDRAISING SALE
FOR WASHINGTON

DC TRIP!
Sat Only!

May 28, 8-4.
1315 S Tower Ave,

Centralia, WA 98531.
Lot of good items & bake
sale!

If you offer Tai Chi classes
in the Centralia area,
please text Pauline,
360-559-3935.

REMEMBER…
An ad under Card of

Thanks is only $20 a day
for 100 words or less!

Call Customer Service at
360-736-3311

to place your ad today!

Grant's Towing &
Automotive/Grant's

Centralia/Grant's South
Abandoned Vehicle

Auction Every Friday
11:30 am at 915 Koontz
Rd, Chehalis. Viewing
every Friday beginning

@ 8:30am. Call
360-330-2442 for

current list.

FREE KITTENS
(2)B+W, (2)White,

(1)White,Grey&Black,
(1)Grey Calico

Call: (360)985-2338

(1) Thirty (30) days after the
personal representative served
or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four
(4) months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate assets
of the decedent.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
May 12, 2022
CRAIG M. ISKRA
Personal Representative
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE:
LARRY W. FAGERNESS
ADDRESS FOR MAILING
AND SERVICE OF CLAIMS:
Fagerness Law Office
P. O. Box 88
3508 Galvin Road
Centralia, WA 98531
(360) 736-7400
COURT OF PROBATE
PROCEEDINGS AND
CAUSE NUMBER:
Lewis County Superior Court
#22-4-0021221

Published: The Chronicle
May 12, 19 & 26

Caregiver needed to
assist paralyzed person
with daily living activi-
ties. This position has
the option to work daily
or live-in with room,
board & salary. 360-
388-6250

OLD CARRIAGE
HOUSE

YARD SALE!
May 24 & 25

Fri & Sat, 10 - 6
308 N Oak Street,

Centralia
Antiques, tables, cabi-
nets, old windows and
so much more! Street or
ally parking.

Telephone #: (360) 291-3543

Street, City, Zip Code:
111 South Main Street,
Pe Ell, WA 98572

These notices shall satisfy two
separate but related procedur-
al requirements for activities to
be undertaken by the Town of
Pe Ell (RE).

REQUEST FOR
RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about June 13, 2022 the
above-named RE will request
the Washington State Depart-
ment of Commerce (Com-
merce) to release federal funds
under Title I of the Housing
and Community Development
Act of 1974 (PL 93-383) for the
following project:

Project Title or Name: Eastside
Water Main Improvements

Purpose or Nature of the
Project: Install approximately
3,600 linear feet of 8-inch
C-900 PVC water main in the
right-of-way of Pe Ell Avenue
from First Street to Town limits,
Spruce Street from Pe Ell
Avenue to Omer Avenue, Tillie
Avenue from Alder Street to
Maple Street, and Omer Ave-
nue from Alder Street to Maple
Street. In addition, as an
Additive Item, install approxi-
mately 225 linear feet of 8-inch
C-900 PVC water main in the
right-of-way of Omer Avenue
from Cedar Street to Alder
Street crossing under the
Willapa Hills Trail.

Location of Project: Town of
Pe Ell town limits, east from
State Route 6 and north of the
Pe Ell/McDonald Road.

Location (address, city, and
county, identifying information)
of the Project: Town of Pe Ell
town limits, Lewis County,
Washington

Estimated Cost of the Project:
$800,000

FINDING OF NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Town of Pe Ell determined
that the project will have no
significant impact on the hu-
man environment. Therefore,
an Environmental Impact
Statement under the National
Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (PL 91-190) is not
required. Additionally, project
information is contained in the
Environmental Review Record
(ERR) on file at Pe Ell Town
Hall located at 111 South Main
Street, Pe Ell, WA 98572 and
is available for examination
and copying weekdays be-
tween 9:00 am and 4:00 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group or agen-
cy disagreeing with this deter-
mination or wishing to com-
ment on the project may
submit written comments to the
Town of Pe Ell. All comments
received by June 10, 2022 will
be considered by the Town of
Pe Ell prior to authorizing
submission of a request for
release of funds. Comments
should specify which Notice
they are addressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
The Town of Pe Ell certifies to
Commerce that Lonnie Willey
in his capacity as Mayor
consents to accept the jurisdic-
tion of the Federal Courts if an
action is brought to enforce
responsibilities in relation to
the environmental review proc-
ess and that these responsibili-
ties have been satisfied. Com-
merce's approval of the certifi-
cation satisfies its responsibili-
ties under NEPA and related
laws and authorities, and al-
lows the Town of Pe Ell to use
State Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Funds.

360-736-3311
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Did you 
know you 
can view 
legals

@
www.wnpa.com

122350 SEPA Code
Amendment

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING LEWIS

COUNTY PLANNING
COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the LEWIS
COUNTY, Washington
PLANNING COMMISSION
will hold a public hearing
on June 14, 2022 to
receive public testimony on
proposed changes to
Lewis County Code (LCC)
Chapter 17.110, State En-
vironmental Policy Act.
The proposal would amend
the development regula-
tions of LCC 17.110 for
Type V non-project actions
or site-specific rezone ap-
plications to remove the
option for an administrative
appeal on the State Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (SE-
PA) threshold determina-
tion and consolidate all

Adding your ad in the Nisqually Valley News in Yelm, WA 

Ask
Us About

122201 NTC: Costi

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
BARTLEY COSTI,

Deceased.
No. 22-4-00205-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
[RCW 11.40.030]

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed and has qualified as
Personal Representative of
this Estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the Personal
Representative or the Personal
Representative's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court in which the probate
proceedings were com-
menced. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If

122289 NTC: Gribble

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON,
COUNTY OF LEWIS

In the Matter of
the Estate of:

Margaret J. Gribble,
Deceased.

No. 22-4-00200-21
Notice to Creditors,

RCW 11.40.030
The Co-Personal Representa-
tives named below have been
appointed as Co-Personal
Representatives of this Estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the Co-Personal
Representatives or the Co-
Personal Representatives' at-
torney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty (30) days after the
Co-Personal Representatives
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four (4) months after the date
of first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of First Publication:
May 19, 2022
Co-Personal Representatives:
Julie M. Anderson &
Jeffery A. Gribble
Attorney for the Co-Personal
Representatives:
Marc Wheeler,
WSBA No. 7860
Address for Mailing or Service:
Julie M. Anderson &
Jeffery A. Gribble
c/o Marc Wheeler
Attorney at Law

122374 Toledo Franchise

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Board of
County Commissioners,
Lewis County, Washington
(BOCC), has received an
application for a non-
exclusive franchise from
the City of Toledo to install,
construct, operate, and
maintain water and sewer
facilities located within
Lewis County road rights of
way in the following loca-
tion description:
All roads within the City of
Toledo's UGA contained
within Section 7, 8 and 18,
Township 12 North, Range
1 West, W.M.
The franchise being con-
sidered is for a period of
five years.
The application and all
related materials have
been reviewed by the
BOCC and found appropri-
ate for further proceedings.
A hearing on the non-
exclusive franchise will be
held on June 21, 2022, at
or after 10 a.m., in the
Commissioners' Hearing
Room on the 2nd floor of
the Historic Courthouse in
Chehalis, Washington,
when and where all per-
sons may appear and be
heard upon the granting of
the franchise. Interested
parties are encouraged to
check the Commissioners'
hearing schedule online at
https://lewiscountywa.gov/
offices/commissioners/age
ndas-calendar/ for updated
details as the hearing date
approaches.
RCW 36.55.040 requires
that notice of hearing be
posted in three public
places in the county seat of
the county at least 15 days
before the day fixed for
hearing, and also publish-
ed two times in the official
newspaper of the county,
the last publication to be
not less than 5 days before
the day fixed for hearing.
Dated: May 24, 2022
Rieva Lester
Clerk of the Lewis County
Boardof County
Commissioners

Published: The Chronicle
May 26, 2022
June 2, 2022

122200 NTC: Burleson

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR

THE COUNTY OF LEWIS
In the Matter

of the Estate of
FREDDIE J. BURLESON,

Deceased.
NO. 22-4-0021121

PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed and has qualified as
Personal Representative of
this estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the personal
representative, or the personal
representative's attorney, at
the address stated below, a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
Court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty (30) days after the
personal representative served
or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four
(4) months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate assets
of the decedent.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
May 12, 2022
Terri L. Powell
Personal Representative
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE:
LARRY W. FAGERNESS
ADDRESS FOR MAILING
AND SERVICE OF CLAIMS:
Fagerness Law Office
P. O. Box 88
3508 Galvin Road

122372 NTC: Lenox

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE

STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
CHERI LYNN LENOX,

Deceased.
Case No.: 22-4-00230-21

PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The Administrator named be-
low has been appointed as
Administrator of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the Administrator or
the Administrator's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
Court in which the probate
proceedings were com-
menced. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) thirty days after the Admin-
istrator served or mailed the
notice to the creditor as
prov ided  under  RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
May 26, 2022.
/S/ Sandy Ruthruff
Sandy Ruthruff,
Administrator
c/o VANDER STOEP,
BLINKS, JONES &
UNZELMAN
Attorneys for Personal
Representative
345 N. W. Pacific Ave.
P. O. Box 867
Chehalis, WA 98532
Telephone: (360) 748-9281

Published: The Chronicle
May 26, 2022
June 2 & 9, 2022

122355 NOA Deadline

Rural Economic
Development Public
Facilities Advisory

Committee Notice of
Application Deadline

Friday, May 27, 2022
5:00 PM
Economic Alliance of
Lewis County
1611 North National
Avenue
Chehalis, WA.
The Committee will meet
on June 10th to consider
grant/loan applications.
For additional details,
please call
(360) 748-0114.

Published: The Chronicle
May 21, 24 & 26, 2022

122283 NTC: Davis

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE

STATE OF
WASHINGTON

FOR THE COUNTY
OF PACIFIC

In the Matter of
the Estate of:

ROBYN MARIE DAVIS,
Deceased

Case No: 22-4-00006-25
Probate Notice

to Creditors
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Administrator/Personal
Representative named below
has been appointed Adminis-
trator as Administrator of this
estate. Any person having a
claim against the decedent
must, before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the Administrator
or the Administrator's attorney
at the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court. The claim must be
present within the later of: (1)
Thirty days after the Adminis-
trator served or mailed the
notice to the creditor as
prov ided  under  RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and non probate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
May 19, 2022
Administrator:
Jennifer Davis
Name and contact information
for attorney for Administrator:
CANN LAWYERS, a professio-
nal corporation, Washington
Frederic Cann, WSBS #15962
PO Box F
Long Beach, WA 98631
Telephone: (360) 642-3108
Email: fcann@fcann.com

Published: The Chronicle
May 19 & 26, 2022
June 2, 2022

122354 NTC: Hunt

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE

STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN MATTER OF

THE ESTATES OF
JAMES DONALD HUNT,

Deceased.
Case No.: 22-4-00224-21

PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or the
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the Court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
May 26, 2022.
/s/ Robert Carl Hunt, Jr.
Robert Carol Hunt, Jr.,
Personal Representative
c/o VANDER STOEP,
BLINKS, JONES &
UNZELMAN
Attorneys for Personal
Representative
345 N. W. Pacific Ave.
P. O. Box 867
Chehalis, WA 98532
Telephone: (360) 748-9281

Published: The Chronicle
May 26, 2022
June 2 & 9, 2022

122326 NTC: Caylor

SUPERIOR COURT
OF WASHINGTON,
COUNTY OF LEWIS

In the Matter of
the Estate of:

Claudine Caylor,
Deceased.

No. 22-4-00223-21
Notice to Creditors,

RCW 11.40.030
The Administratrix named
below has been appointed
as Administratrix of this
Estate. Any person having
a claim against the dece-
dent must, before the time
the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applica-
ble statute of limitations,
present the claim in the
manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving
on or mailing to the
Administratrix or the Ad-
ministratrix's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim
must be presented within
the later of: (1) Thirty (30)
days after the Administra-
trix served or mailed the
notice to the creditor as
provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
(4) months after the date of
first publication of the
notice. If the claim is not
presented within this time
frame, the claim is forever
barred, except as other-
wise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to
claims against both the
decedent's probate and
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication:
May 26, 2022
Administratrix:
Sandra Hunter
Attorney for the Adminis-
tratrix:
Marc Wheeler,
WSBA No. 7860
Address for Mailing or
Service:
Sandra Hunter
c/o Marc Wheeler
Attorney at Law
1303 Grand Avenue
Centralia, WA 98531
Court of probate proceed-
ings
and cause number:
Lewis County Superior
Court
Cause No. 22-4-00223-21
s/ Sandra Hunter
Administratrix

Published: The Chroicle
May 26, 2022
June 2 & 9, 2022

OBJECTIONS TO
RELEASE OF FUNDS

Commerce will accept objec-
tions to its release of funds and
the Town of Pe Ell's certifica-
tion for a period of fifteen days
following the anticipated sub-
mission date or its actual
receipt of the request (which-
ever is later) only if they are on
one of the following bases: a)
the certification was not execu-
ted by the Certifying Officer of
the (insert Name of RE); b) the
RE has omitted a step or failed
to make a decision or finding
required by HUD regulations at
24 CFR Part 58; (c) the RE
has committed funds or incur-
red costs not authorized by 24
CFR Part 58 before approval
of a release of funds by
Commerce; or (d) another
Federal agency acting pur-
suant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has
submitted a written finding that
the project is unsatisfactory
from the standpoint of environ-
mental quality. Objections
must be prepared and submit-
ted in accordance with the
required procedures (24 CFR
Part 58) and shall be ad-
dressed to Community Devel-
opment Block Grant, Program
Manager, Department of Com-
merce, 1011 Plum Street SE,
PO Box 42525, Olympia,
Washington. 98504-2525. Po-
tential objectors should contact
the Community Development
Block Grant Program at (360)
725-4000 to verify the actual
last day of the objection period.

Signature of RE
Certifying Officer:
Printed name and Title:
Lonnie Willey, Mayor

Published: The Chronicle
May 12, 2022

appeals after final action is
taken by the Board of
County Commissioners,
p u r s u a n t  t o  R C W
43.21C.075.
Details about the proposal
are available at https://lewi
scountywa.gov/departmen
ts/community-developmen
t/rezones/comprehensive-
plan-and-development-reg
ulation-amendments/. A
physical copy is available
for review at the Lewis
County Community Devel-
opment Office, 2025 NE
Kresky Avenue, Chehalis,
WA 98535. If you wish to
receive a paper copy of the
proposal, please contact
Community Development
a t m e a g n . s a t h r e
@lewiscountywa.gov or
360.740.1146 and a copy
will be mailed to you.
There are two ways to
provide testimony on the
proposal:
1. Submit written testimony.
Written testimony must be
received by 5:00 PM on
the day of the public
hearing. Submit testimony
to:
Mail: Lewis County
Planning Commission,
c/o Mindy Brooks
2025 NE Kresky Ave,
Chehalis, WA 98532
E m a i l : m i n d y . b r o o k s
@lewiscountywa.gov
2. Testify at the hearing.
The hearing will be on
June 14, 2022 and will
begin at approximately
6:00 PM. The meeting will
be held virtually. The public
may log into the public
hearing via Zoom at https
: / /us06web.zoom.us / j /
85301197403 or by phone
by dialing 888.475.4499;
use Meeting ID 853 0119
7403. At the hearing, indi-
viduals will be invited to
testify regarding the pro-
posed changes.
To sign up for Community
Development email an-
nouncements, please visit:
http://lewiscountywa.gov/c
ommunitydevelopment/rec
eive-email-announcements
The meeting site is barrier
free. People needing spe-
cial accommodations
should contact the phone
number shown above 72
hours in advance of the
meeting.

Published: The Chronicle
May 26, 2022

1303 Grand Avenue
Centralia, WA 98531
Court of probate proceedings
and cause number:
Lewis County Superior Court
Cause No. 22-4-00200-21
s/ Julie M. Anderson &
Jeffery A. Gribble
Co-Peronal Representatives

Published: The Chronicle
May 19 & 26, 2022
June 2, 2022

the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the Decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
May 12, 2022.
/S/
Mary Gundy,
Personal Representative
ATTORNEYS FOR ESTATE:
Samuel D. Satterfield
WSBA #50057
Hillier, Scheibmeir, Kelly &
Satterfield, P.S.
299 N. W. Center Street
P.O. Box 939
Chehalis, WA 98532
Phone: (360) 748-3386
Fax: (360) 748-3387

Published: The Chronicle
May 12, 19 & 26, 2022

Centralia, WA 98531
(360) 736-7400
COURT OF PROBATE
PROCEEDINGS AND
CAUSE NUMBER:
Lewis County Superior Court
#22-4-0021121

Published: The Chronicle
May 12, 19 & 26

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
Disregard what others do; focus on 
what’s important to you. Changing 
how you use your money, skills 
and intelligence will lead you in an 
entertaining and fruitful direction. 
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
It’s OK to dream, but don’t lose sight 
of what’s tangible. Ask someone 
trustworthy for advice before buying 
something you don’t need or that cannot 
help you. Get your facts straight.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Be careful not to let your emotions take 
control. Be smart and deliver precise 
information to avoid being blamed for 
spreading inaccuracies. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Decisiveness will be required to get 
where you want to go. Leave nothing to 
the imagination or to chance. Know what 
and who you are up against, and do your 
best. Believe in yourself.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 

way to express your beliefs, opinions 

solutions that will help you gain support. 
Don’t sit on the sidelines. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Keep life simple, your responsibilities 
doable and your spending moderate. 
You don’t have to impress anyone; just 
be yourself. Don’t fear change when it’s 
time to embrace new beginnings. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Pay attention to what you say and do 
to avoid jeopardizing your position or 
reputation. Live up to your promises and 
focus on personal improvements. If you 
want to excel, updates are necessary. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Be the instigator, and you’ll gain points. 
Your suggestions and the changes 
you initiate will stimulate conversation 
and help you make headway. Put your 
energy and intelligence to work. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
Push for what you want. Expand your 
interests and seek out allies. The 
information you accumulate will help you 
craft an impressive strategy. Personal 
growth and romance are on the rise. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
Address your responsibilities, and search 
for a way to delegate some of the work. 
It’s up to you to say when something is 
too much or ask for help. Speak up and 
defend your position. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Take it upon yourself to get things 
done. If you count on someone other 
than yourself, you will be disappointed. 
Channel your energy where it will do the 
most.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Spend more time nurturing meaningful 
relationships and making your home 
comfortable and convenient. Don’t 
hesitate to initiate change or to do things 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
Evaluate your lifestyle. Consider what 
isn’t working for you while also taking 
a look at the changes that will make 
your life better. Don’t let someone make 
decisions for you. 
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
You are in a better position than you 
realize. Don’t put up with someone’s 
negativity or manipulation. Consider what 
you enjoy doing and incorporate it into 
your daily routine. 
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Put your best foot forward and take 

instructions and oversee every detail. 
Put your reputation on the line, and you’ll 
come out a winner. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 

emotions. Proceed alone if it will help 
you get things done on time to your 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
Doors will open if you get involved in 
projects or causes that you feel you can 
help. An energetic approach will make 
others want to pitch in and help you 
achieve your goal. A personal gain is near 
at hand. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Take pride in what you do, but don’t go 
overboard. Plan your actions and follow 
through with precision. Kind words and 
gestures will set a precedent for others 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Take care of your responsibilities. Acting, 
instead of talking about what you will 
do, will help you gain the respect you 
deserve. Be open to suggestions and 
prepared to try new things. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Change what makes you unhappy. Don’t 
wait for someone to do the work for you. 
A change will lift your spirits and point 
you in a positive direction. Make do with 
what you have. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 
Bide your time. Initiate a strategy that is 

minimalist approach to how you live and 
what you do; you’ll realize what makes 
you happy. Invest in yourself. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
What you should do and what you want 

weigh heavily upon you. Tie up loose 
ends.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
State what you are willing to do or spend 
before you agree to participate in a joint 
venture. Spend more time tending to 
domestic and personal matters before 
starting something new. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Sign up for something mentally 
stimulating. Your participation and 
contribution will make an impression. 
Enjoy celebrating or spending downtime 
with a loved one. 

FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2022

SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2022
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