
Before you know it, school 
will be back in session, and that 
means the kids will be bringing 
home more and more homework. 
This, combined with a growing 
trend of professionals who are 
able to work from home on a 
permanent or part-time basis, 
places increased emphasis on 
creating the perfect home office.  

 
While the dining room 

table or living room couch are 
commonly used as work spaces, 
they are typically not the best 
areas to foster productivity. 
Ideally, your home should have a 
dedicated room that serves as a 
home office. But simply adding 
a desk and a lamp to a room 
and calling it the “office” is not a 
guaranteed way to stay organized 
and do your best work.  

 
As the school year ramps up, 

now is the best time to assess 
your home office needs. The 
following are some critical design 
elements of your home office 
space to consider:   

 
Comfort  

Let’s start with the obvious: 
seating. Don’t purchase just any 
office chair based on price or 
appearance. Quality, design and 
features vary significantly, so if 
you end up with a chair that is 
uncomfortable, even if it looks 
attractive, you might end up 
subconsciously avoiding the 
office altogether. Take the time to 
try out as many chairs as possible 
to find the one that suits you best.  

 For the desk, ensure it’s 
large enough to accommodate 
your supplies and electronics 
while allowing sufficient space 
to work. The last thing you want 
to do is constantly move papers, 
printers and other items to clear 
a workspace. Also, for those who 
spend most of their day in front 
of a computer, consider adding a 
height-adjustable desk, which can 
help improve posture and reduce 
back pain.  

 
Lighting  

While some people prefer to 
work in dark and secluded spaces, 
most would like an office that 
is bright and inviting. Lighting 
should enhance the various roles 
of the room, so consider using a 
combination of ambient and task 
lighting.  

 Ambient lights establish the 
overall level of lighting in the 
room. This can be achieved with 
ceiling-mounted fixtures, but 
recessed lights typically have 
the best effect. For task lighting, 
choose desk and floor lamps that 
fit your style and serve a distinct 
purpose such as working at a 
computer, writing or reading. 
The most important thing is that 
the light sources are balanced 
with similar color temperatures. 

 
Multi-use  

For those who have kids, it 

is possible to build an office 
space that everyone can use 
effectively. But depending upon 
the ages of those who will use 
the office, design considerations 
may need to be made to create a 
space that is equally inviting to 
both younger and older family 
members. Choose a color palette 
that is bright and cheery, but 
not distracting. Determine 
a furniture layout that is 
functional and that creates 
designated workspaces and 
enough seating for at least three 
or four people. Corner desks can 
be a good use of space, as well 
as “T-shaped” desks that provide 
extra seating in the middle of 
the room.  

 To maximize space even 
further, be strategic with 
shelving. While corner shelves 
and floor-to-ceiling shelves 
might work for some, they can 
also consume valuable space 
that could otherwise be used for 
desk space. Consider installing 
shelves above the 4-foot-line to 
allow for more seating options 
along the room’s perimeter.  

 Creating the perfect home 
office can take a lot of time and 
planning. But if done right, it 
will not only benefit you and 
your family, it will also help 
enhance the value of your home.  

 Each home and the needs 
of those who live in them are 
unique. To find a Lewis County 
professional who can help you 
identify the best options for 
designing your home office, visit 
our searchable online directory 
at omb.org. 

See Our Wide Selection For Yourself—
Stop By Our Showroom Today At

Getting
Started is
Simple

CabinetsByTrivonna.com | 360-539-5057
4444 Lacey Blvd SE, Suite G | Lacey, WA
Mon-Fri 9-5 | Sat by appointment only
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Find Affordable Insurance
That Fits Your Needs!

StrategyInsurance.net • 360-507-7007 • Olympia, WA

Auto • Home • Business
Contractors • Cyber Liability

Contact Us Today!
Merrilee DeForest, CIC

Agency Owner/Broker
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Helping you get permitted & built.
NW PERMIT SOLUTIONS

360-878-9341  •  nwpermitsolutions.com  •  4631 Whitman Lane SE, Suite D, Lacey, WA 98513

• Strategic Planning & Feasibility
• Site Design
• Architectural Design
• Permit Expediting

Check Out Our Services
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
2023 Tour of Homes  • September 16-17, 2023 

Saturday & Sunday 10:00-4:00pm daily 
FREE ADMISSION (scattered site event) 

The Tour of Homes is an opportunity to explore the craftsmanship of 
our region’s finest. Homes will be open throughout Lacey, Olympia, and 

Tumwater for you to view new construction and completed remodel 
projects, meet the teams behind the work, and ask questions about 
your own upcoming plans. The Tour of Homes Guide, complete with 
detailed driving directions and an interactive map will be available 

online the week of the event at omb.org. 



City of Chehalis – The 
Building and Planning 
Department has announced 
that they are now open Monday 
through Friday from 7am to 
5pm. (Closed on state holidays). 

Inspections occur Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays.  They do ask that you 
call or email them at least 48 
hours ahead to ensure we they 
have a spot in their schedule.  
Please call the inspection line 
at (360) 360-0072. If you reach 
the voicemail, please provide the 
permit number or address, type 
of inspection you’re requesting 
and a good call back number.  

*Please note* an adult of 18 
years and older is required to 
be present at time of inspection. 
Please submit complete permit 
applications via email to 
comdev@ci.chehalis.wa.us. 
Information can also be found 
at https://www.ci.chehalis.wa.us/
building 

City of Centralia - The 
2045 Comprehensive Plan for 
Centralia will be the guiding 
document for how and where 
the city will grow over the next 
20 years.  In 2021, the City got 
the ball rolling on developing 
a Housing Assessment and 
Analysis Plan by working with 
Lewis County in holding a 
housing summit.  In 2022, the 
city received a Housing Action 
Plan Implementation (HAPI) 
grant from the Washington 
State Department of Commerce 
to develop a housing action plan.   

The Plan will help the 
city understand what types of 
housing are missing, and what 
barriers need to be removed to 
provide housing for all people.  
This plan will be a major 
puzzle piece to developing the 
city’s Housing Element for the 
Comprehensive Plan.  As they 
start to address this issue, the 
city wants to know where you 
think they should direct new 
housing to go, and at what 
density.    

In the Housing Simulation, 
they need to identify where 
925 new housing units should 

be located.  Seven different 
areas have been identified as 
potential sites for 685 housing 
units, as well as an additional 
240 units as a buffer.  Housing 
units could be single-family 
homes, duplexes, tri-plexes, 
four-plexes, apartments with 
5+ units, townhomes, or other 
types of housing (ex. mixed-use 
commercial/residential). 

This exercise gives you an 
opportunity to provide feedback 
on identified sites and to create 
your own housing plan for the 
city.  Your plan will assist them 
in providing the direction 
where new housing will go in 
the future. To participate in 
the housing simulation, go to: 
https://www.cityofcentralia.
com/204/Community-
Development 

 B2 •  The Chronicle, Centralia/Chehalis, Wash., Thursday, August 24, 2023 

LEWIS COUNTY CHAPTER
of Olympia Master Builders

Celebrating 25 Years!

CIVIL ENGINEERING | LAND PLANNING | PROJECT MANAGEMENT

RBENGINEERS.COM 360-740-8919
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“Growing Lewis County one family at a time!”
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www.titlegco.com • 360-748-0001
200 NW Pacific Ave., Chehalis

Mailing: P.O. Box 1304, Chehalis

TiTle insurance • escrow

Proud Sponsor of

protechpaintingwa@gmail.com

protechpaintingwa.com

360-509-6051

PRO TECH

PAINTING

Savvy consumers know a great deal when  
they see one, so don’t pass this up!

Book an interior painting  
or cabinet painting job

for this fall/winter and get a great discount.

Schedule your free in-home consultation  
to find out how much you could save.

Mention this Newspaper Ad

and get a 10% DISCOUNT!

CH622646

Congratulations 
to OMB 2023 

Scholarship Winner 
Matthew Scheuber 
of Lewis County!

Matt is currently 
attending Oregon State 
University and received 
$2500 to apply toward 

his 2023-24 tuition. 

Welcome to our four 
new members from 

Lewis County! 
Safecover Roofing, 

LLC 
Laurie Gunsolley 

Financial 
Fortress Builders 
Baker All Phase 
Construction & 
Remodel, LLC 

Lewis County Government Lewis County Government 
Affairs Update! Affairs Update! 


